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Chairman’s Message

The Best Time
of Year
BY ALLAN GRITTMAN

F

all is a great time to be in the Mississippi Delta!
For me and my family, it is a season of two very
special events — harvest and the beginning of
dove season.
Dove season is a tradition, while not unique to the Mississippi Delta, that is steeped in hunting and family lore.
Harvest is how I and thousands of other farmers reap the
rewards — hopefully — of a lot of long hours and financial commitment. They both are magical, but we always
must balance the fun and fellowship (dove season) with
that from which we make our living (harvest.)
Balance is the fundamental word here and it applies to
your organization that I am proud to represent as President — Delta Wildlife.
Delta Wildlife, and our sister organization Delta F.A.R.M., were created to provide
a mechanism whereby those of us who enjoy the bounty of the land, can balance it with
smart and economical management of those resources. We have a dedicated staff and
volunteer leadership who work with farmers, landowners, wildlife enthusiasts and community leaders to find practical and economical solutions to managing, conserving and
enhancing the flora and fauna of the Mississippi Delta we all cherish.
We are proud to do this in concert with a host of private, state and federal agencies,
who have the same goals we do — to make this special landscape called the Delta even
more special. We strive to connect our members with those opportunities, and we hope
you are seeing the result. If you are not, or see how we can improve, I hope you will let
me, other board members or the staff know.
We know you must also balance how your charitable dollars are spent, and Delta
Wildlife wants to assure you that we are grateful for your faith in our ability to deliver
results. I hope everyone enjoys the coming months of gathering our blessings and enjoying more days afield in the wonderful Mississippi Delta.

Delta Wildlife Staff

Jody Acosta, Nuisance Wildlife Specialist
Liz Brown, Executive and Marketing Assistant
Henry Fraiser, Wildlife Technician
Sam Franklin, Wildlife Biologist
Parker Frew, Wildlife Biologist
Steele Henderson, Wildlife Technician
Tim Huggins, Natural Resource Specialist
Delta Wildlife is a private, non-profit corporation dedicated to developing and properly managing wildlife habitat in the Delta and part-Delta Counties of Northwest
Mississippi. Delta Wildlife Magazine is published quarterly by Delta Wildlife, P.O. Box 276, Stoneville, MS
38776. This is Volume XXVIII, Number 3, published in
the Fall of 2020. Members of Delta Wildlife receive this
publication as a benefit of membership. Delta Wildlife
welcomes suggestions and contributions from readers.
All materials should be sent to the Production Manager’s
attention. Materials are reviewed and approved by an
editorial committee. Advertising rates are available by
calling (662) 686-3370 or emailing liz@deltawildlife.
org. The appearance of advertisers, or their identification
as a member of Delta Wildlife, does not constitute an
endorsement of the products or services featured.
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2020 Delta Wildlife Committees
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Mike Lamensdorf*
Rod Veazey*
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Bruce Leopold
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John M. Dean, Jr.
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Sells J. Newman
Walton Gresham
Wynne Cox
* 2020 DW Board Members
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& Non-Game Species
Emily Carter, Chairman*
Bobby Carson, Vice-Chairman*
Jim Luckett*
Mike Sturdivant, Jr.*
Sledge Taylor, III*
Dudley Stewart
John Montfort Jones
Walt Rogers III
Willie F. Brown

Magazine, Education,
and Public Relations
Emily Carter, Chairman*
Bill Kennedy, Vice-Chairman*
Hayes Dent*
Mike Sturdivant*
Sledge Taylor*
Andy Anderson
Ann Ruscoe
Bill Litton
Bobby Carson*
Drew St. John
Kenner Patton
Kent Thornton
Kirk Malmo
Lia Guthrie
Sam A. Newsom
Scott Coopwood
Thomas E. Guillot, Jr.

Mourning Dove,
Bobwhite Quail & Small
Game
Bryan Jones, III, Chairman*
Bill Kennedy, Vice-Chairman*
Hall Barret, III*
Mike Lamensdorf*
Scott Flowers*
Sledge Taylor*
Austin Frye
Austin Jones*
B.T. Steadman
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Chip Upchurch
Dan Branton
David “Guy” Ray
Duncan Moore
Ed Moody
Erle West Barham
Grant Brabham
H.T. Miller, Jr.
Hunter Mitchell
Jay Janous
Jerry Stevens
Kirk Malmo
Lia Guthrie
Mark D. Morrison
Paul Padgett
Ralph Owens, Jr.

Sells J. Newman
Pat Patton
Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin*
Travis Satterfield
Tripp Hayes
Tucker Miller III

Waterfowl
Randy Sewall, Chairman
Allan Grittman, Vice-Chairman*
Bill Kennedy*
Gibb Steele*
Louis Lambiotte*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Terry Dulaney*
Andy Anderson
Arthur Abercrombie
Austin Frye
Austin Jones*
B.T. Steadman
Billy George Janous
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bryan Jones*
Burke Fisher
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Charles M. Merkel, Jr.
Chip Upchurch
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David Coon
Drew St. John
Duncan Moore
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John Montfort Jones
John Nowell
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Kirk Malmo
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Peyton Randolph
Rodney Tharp
Russ McPherson
Smith Stoner
Steve Gelvin
Strider McCrory
Ted Connell
Teddy Morrow

Thomas Lusco
TJ Mallette
Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin*
Travis Satterfield
Trip Braund
Tucker Miller III
Wade Litton
Will Jones
Will Long
William McNamara
WP Brown

White-tailed Deer &
Eastern Wild Turkey
John Murry Greenlee, Chairman*
Austin Jones, Vice-Chairman*
Louie Thompson*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Will Choate*
Alex Gates
B. Jones
Bart Freeland
Bill N. Lowther
Bobby Carson*
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bruce Leopold
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Craig Rozier
Dan Branton
David Young
Dudley Stewart
Duncan Moore
Ed Robinson
Gus Pieralisi, Jr.
James C. Robertson, III
Jason Meyer
Jay Janous
Jimmy Donahoo
Joe Alderman
Kit Stovall
Lewis “Mac” McKee
Louis Hoop
Mark Sledge
Mattson Flowers
Peyton Randolph
Pittman Edwards, Jr.
Robert Dale, Jr.
Rodney Tharp
Sha Sory
Smith Stoner
Steve Garrett
Strider McCrory
Teddy Morrow
Tom Tollison
Tucker Miller III
Will Redditt
Will Weathers
Will Young
William Deviney
Wynne Cox
FALL 2020
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Delta Wildlife News

T

Mississippi Delta Feral Swine
Abatement Program Follow Up
he Mississippi Delta Feral
Swine Abatement Pilot Project
is on track to begin Oct. 1, 2020
and will be active until October

of 2023.
NRCS and APHIS are working with
Delta Wildlife on the pilot project in Mississippi to deliver NRCS-funded assistance
to producers for eradication and control activities. The Mississippi pilot project runs
from 2020 to 2023 in Issaquena, Sharkey,
Warren and Yazoo Counties.
The purpose of the Mississippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement Project is to 1)
reduce feral swine populations and 2) reduce impacts of feral swine in the project
area. Thirty-one percent of the 1.5 million
acre project area is in row-crop agricultural production. The balance of the acres are
in forest and conservation lands, which is
home to one of the densest populations of
feral swine in the State of Mississippi. The
project mission is to support the existing
USDA Wildlife Service feral swine management activities in the project area as well
as provide technical and direct assistance to
private landowners in the project area to actively trap and remove feral swine using the
latest in feral swine trapping equipment.
Private landowners will request assistance through their respective Soil and
Water Conservation District offices in the
project area. A Mississippi Association
of Conservation District project coordinator will then interview landowners to
document damages and assign priority for
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Delta Wildlife and Hogeye staff evaluate a new antenna extension for improved service.
management activities. Delta Wildlife will
work directly with landowners to implement management activities. Each cooperating landowner will receive trap training,
and other partners will coordinate area
wide feral swine trap training and education efforts. Success of the project will be
measured by the total number of feral swine

removed from the project area and reduction of associated feral swine damage.
If you would like more information on the
Mississippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement
Pilot Program, please contact Jody Acosta via
email at jody@deltawildlife.org or by calling
the Delta Wildlife office at 662-686-3370.

Delta Conservationist

Delta Wildlife Board Member Highlight

Tommy Goodwin
BY AMY TAYLOR

I

“

’ve been a Delta resident my entire life and cannot imagine living
anywhere else,” Tommy Goodwin
reflects. The Delta Wildlife Board
member and Delta advocate was raised in
Drew and attended public school there.
His many fond memories include hunting
on the Quiver River throughout his childhood, his camaraderie with Archie in sports
and as friends, not to mention playing in
the legendary 4-2 basketball championship
game against Leland. After graduation
from high school in 1969, Tommy attended
college at Delta State University and was a
member of the Statesman basketball team
for four years. He earned his
Bachelor of Business Administration degree, with a
major in Accounting, from
Delta State in 1973. The
knowledge he received and
the experiences he gained
in college have served him
well throughout his successful professional career,
but he’s quick to humbly
claim, “I’m just a little ole
boy from Drew!”
Tommy currently serves
as Executive Director of
South Delta Planning
and Development District in Greenville, Mississippi. He has been a
public servant for the
State of Mississippi and
the Mississippi Delta for
many years including
serving as Supervising
Auditor with the Mississippi State Auditor’s
Office, part-time Humphreys County Administrator and County Administrator for Washington County. He joined the South
Delta Planning and Development District in July 2004 as Special
Projects Coordinator and was named Executive Director in August 2015, following the retirement of longtime Executive Director
Billy Haney.
While he is actively involved in securing new industry for six
Delta counties, writing grants for workforce training, launching
new businesses, devising programs to care of the elderly, and creatively tapping into a plethora of ways to benefit our area, Tommy

is also an avid hunter and race car enthusiast. He loves to hunt ducks, geese, deer and
doves, as well as traveling with his family to
watch his son, Peter, race on the dirt track
racing circuit.
He has appreciated the efforts of Delta
Wildlife and their wildlife management
programs since its inception. “They have
been so instrumental in improving wildlife habitat throughout the Delta and have
absolutely been the savior of duck hunting
through their water management programs.
Delta Wildlife is a necessity to our area; I
truly believe in their expertise and the work
they do,” he comments. “I’ve hunted here
my entire life, whether on Lake Whittington, or squirrel, duck
and deer hunting on the
Quiver River or quail
hunting near Charleston.
I still love it just as much
as I always have, but now
I enjoy just watching the
wildlife more than shooting. Above all, it’s about
spending that precious,
quality time with your
friends and family. Nothing better than bonding
with your son in a duck
blind!”
Tommy with son, Brock,
and grandson, Will
Tommy and his wife,
Terri Chunn Goodwin,
live in Greenville. Together, they have four children,
Brock (Leigh) Goodwin,
Betsy (John) Aguzzi, Carly (Brad) Hazzard, and Peter (Sarah) Hazzard. His greatest joys are his nine grandchildren: John
Thomas and Ayden Aguzzi of Cleveland; Will, Meg, Evelyn and
Sarah Katherine Goodwin of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Jalen and Piper
Andrews, and soon-to-arrive Carter Luke Hazzard.
A true champion of the Delta for a lifetime, Tommy concludes,
“I love where I live, and I love what I do. People from all over the
world marvel at our natural resources. Those of us from the Delta
sometimes take this area for granted—we need to look around and
appreciate the Lord’s creation as He shows it to us every single day.”
FALL 2020
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Delta Fauna

Birds of Fall
BY ADAM T. ROHNKE

Mourning Dove

Mourning Doves are one of the most common birds in Mississippi as they thrive in backyards, parks, agricultural fields and
roadsides. As a result, most Mississippians recognize this bird
by its overall plumb appearance and pointy tail as they sit
perched on phone lines. From a distance they appear
to be a plain gray color, but upon closer look, they
are colorful birds. The head consists of a pinkish-buff color that transitions to a light creamy
white belly and undertail. This contrasts
with the brown-gray wings trimmed in
black. Two eye-catching accents include
their turquoise eye ring and bright
pink-red feet. Their name comes
from the description of their somber cooing call that many people
confuse with an owl off in the
distance. They also create a repetitive whistling from their
wing beats when landing or

Mourning Dove

taking off, which is believed to confuse
predators. Their diet is solely seed based
including cultivated grain and natural seeds.
Mourning doves do not invest much effort in
nest construction, as the female weaves a loosely
built grass and twig nest in bushes, trees and many
human-made structures like overhangs on porches.
These birds are unique in that they will nest most
of the year in Mississippi, producing 1-6 broods per
year with each consisting of an average of two eggs.
***

Wood ducks are considered among the
Wood Duck
most beautiful ducks in the world. The adult
male has a colorful, large-crested head that is
comprised of iridescent forest green and purplish-reds with a jet-black cheek and neck all
centered around a bright red eye. Their bodies
are bookended with a chestnut-brown chest
and rump, which starkly contrasts the gold
colored mid-section and black iridescent back
and tail. As if they weren’t colorful enough, the
body is trimmed with bright white highlights
throughout. The female possesses a similar
overall shape but less pronounced crest and tail. Similarly, the female’s coloration is more subdued
with buff and light brown plumage across the body with a navy blue patch and white edging on the

8

Delta
Delta Wildlife
Wildlife

||

FALL
FALL 2020
2020

PHOTOS BY BILL STRIPLING

Wood Duck

Delta Fauna
wing and a tear shaped white eye ring. A conservation success story,
wood ducks are now found across the United States with most of
the population in the eastern portions of the country. They can
be found in wetlands, isolated forest ponds, parks and large yards
with ponds and in streams and rivers. The female call is akin to
a loud squeak toy described as “oo-eek, oo-eek, oo-eek” that is
made in flight, wading and when taking off. The male primary
call is a nasally kazoo-like whistle that rises and falls and is made
during flight and while wading. Wood ducks diet consists of various seeds, like acorns, insects and other invertebrates. As a cavity
nesting duck, they prefer large trees with natural cavities or properly constructed nest boxes over or near water. In these feather-lined
nests, 6-16 cream white eggs will be produced 1-2 times per season.
When ready, the young will climb out of the cavity and safely fall
to the ground or water below.

House Sparrow

The house sparrow is one of several species of sparrows that call
Mississippi home even though it is an introduced species. This bird
can be found across the state in nearly every type of habitat except
large forested areas. Males have a chestnut brown head with a gray
cap, white cheeks and a black bib that extends from their black
beak. The underparts of the body are gray while the upperparts
and tail are chestnut brown with highlights of black. Females have
a similar appearance with more drab browns and tans and lack the
black bib. The song is a straightforward cheep primarily delivered
by the males. They predominantly consume seeds but will opportunistically feed on human and livestock food waste. For nesting,

House Sparrow

these birds prefer cavities or semi-closed structures, like open air
out buildings, house vents, lights and building signs. Once the site
is identified they aggressively stuff dry vegetation to fill the space
leaving a small cavity to place the 1-8 eggs. They produce up to 4
broods per year. House sparrows will often colonially nest in urban environments but aggressively defend the nest site from other
species.
Adam T. Rohnke is a Senior Wildlife Extension Associate for Mississippi
State University. He holds degrees in forest resources, wildlife and natural resource science and environmental studies. He is a Certified Wildlife
Biologist®, certified Mississippi burn manager, certified trapper with the
Fur Takers of America and an avid outdoorsman. He resides in Clinton,
Mississippi, with his wife, Angel, and son, Oren.
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Delta Wildlife News

South Delta Deserves Pumps
BY JEFF NORTH

Reprinted with permission from The Northside Sun Newspaper

H

ow many times have you heard that the best predictor
of the future is the past? Maybe the classic adage “history always repeats itself ” aptly describes the phenomenon that we are still experiencing. The Bible describes
pestilence, floods, plagues, blights and many more extreme trials that
we as a people will be subjected to. I am quite certain that many of
you are already of the mindset that this will be a discussion of the
COVID-19 pandemic that we are all suffering from. In part it is,
but in addition to impact from the Coronavirus, we have again been
knocked to our knees from extreme flooding in the Yazoo Backwater
Area. As I said, history always seems to repeat itself.
The impact on our environment in the affected flooded area is
horrific. Even more tragic, is that the damage that has occurred over
the past two years, and before, was and is entirely preventable. There
will be no turkey poults following mother hens through glades of
native flora in search of seeds and grasshoppers this summer. The
fawn drop will be non-existent in the flooded zones, for there are no
does in the entire area to give birth and replenish another age class of
the whitetail. Who knows where the black bear is, for even the ridges
that may provide just a few acres of dry refuge, are still submerged.
Where is the otter, the gray fox and the raccoon? Smilax, the palmetto, Cardinal flower, Black-eyed Susan and more plant species are
so severely compromised that it may take years, if not decades, to
recover from back to back years of backwater flooding. We think of
“aquatic” plants thriving in wetlands, and they do, but these soils are
no longer living wetlands. Due to prolonged, continuous flooding,
this affected area resembles that of a barren desert. A pale silt covers
what should be a pristine, vibrant ecosystem abundant with life. Not
only does plant life suffer from hypoxia, but the anerobic conditions
also lead to failed spawns from what few fish remain in the backwater pools of stagnant water. I will allow your mind to contemplate
words that would do justice to this atrocity. Again, this was and is
preventable.
I won’t even attempt to describe the economic damage from back
to back years of over a half a million acres of flooded landscape. Rest
assured, the combined cost for the past two years will easily top two
billion dollars. To put this in perspective, the combined value of all
the row crops produced in a year in Mississippi equates to just more
than $2 billion per year.

10
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Does this open your eyes? Add to the fact that the investment
for the future to prevent what we have been going through, and
still are going through, would be around $200 million. Of course,
the investment I am speaking of is to finish the last phase of The
Yazoo Basin, Yazoo Backwater, Mississippi, project of which the
Yazoo Area Pump Project is a part. In other words, “Finish the
Pumps.”
Four thousand and ninety three square miles of drainage area can
be managed to slowly augment flow for the benefit of both nature
and humans through the affected backwater area while at the same
time having an insignificant downstream impact. To put this in perspective, the additional water released from 14,000 cubic feet per
second (cfs) pumps, operating at full capacity, would raise the water surface at the Vicksburg gauge by less than 1.2 inches. Let me
repeat, the impact would be less than one tenth of one foot, which
would have no appreciable effect to downstream flooding.
Now, let’s re-visit what we are still going through due to the
pumps not being finished. Think of the homes and the lives of those
that have been disrupted by these devastating floods. Put yourself
in their shoes and remember this can all be prevented. Think of the
displaced animals that have lost their lives from being pushed out of
their habitat. Think about baby raccoons swimming for their lives
while trying to keep up with their mother only to succumb to exhaustion and sink into the depths of stagnation.
Picture fledgling songbirds being pushed from the nest only to
land with a splash and drown instead of falling to a moist earth
cushioned by plant life. Have you seen the emaciated does, which
have already lost fawns due to malnutrition, lying on the roadsides
because their bottomland homes are 10 feet under water? And this
was to protect the American Black Bear and the Pondberry? These
two species are non-existent in the affected backwater area that is
covered not in inches of water, but feet! So, now what?
Every cloud has a silver lining and there is hope for what has been
decimated due to recurring flooding. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is announcing its intent to prepare a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Yazoo Basin Reformation Study, Yazoo Backwater Area. New, previously unavailable
data indicates that the environmental impacts to wetlands and other
resources from a pumping plant would be far less than calculated in

the 2007 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS).
It is well recognized that backwater flooding causes severe damage to wildlife, plant
life, farmland, timber, homes and human life.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans to
release a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement in October of 2020
for public review. After it is published, the
USACE will hold a virtual public comment
meeting to present the results of studies. Finally, we are getting somewhere.
Additionally, from what I understand, the
pumps are supported by including, but not
limited to:
 U.S Senators Roger Wicker and
Cindy Hyde-Smith
 U.S. Congressman Bennie Thompson
 Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves
 Lt. Governor Delbert Hoseman

 Former MS Governor Phil Bryant

 MS legislature House resolution No. 9

 Delta Council

 MS Farm Bureau Federation

 MEMA Executive Director Col.
Gregory Michel
 The Nature Conservancy

 MS Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries, and Parks

 American Farm Bureau Federation
 MS Forestry Commission
 Delta Wildlife

All my life I have waded swamps and traversed ridges in the outdoors. The allure of
nature and what she represents is not only
my passion, but my obsession. Whether I
am sitting and listening to a gobbling turkey or totally captivated by the colors of the
Painted Bunting, I am in my element when
I am enthralled by what God has provided.
To witness what has happened to what many
of us consider a sacred ecosystem, is almost,
if not, criminal. I can only hope we will be
forgiven for what we have NOT done by finishing this project and creating the path for
restoration of life for all that depend on the
Yazoo Backwater Area.
I not only invite you, but urge you to do
everything you can to support the cause and
efforts of those that can make this happen. I
long for the day to once again walk through
and absorb what we have lost because of
these floods. If there was ever a time that
we can do something for future generations,
this is it. Until next time enjoy our woods
and waters and remember, let’s leave it better
than we found it. #FinishThePumps!

Rice makes shrimp better…
and not just on your plate.
Mississippi rice farmers are doing their part to
ensure that Gulf shrimp populations are healthy
and plentiful. How might you ask? Mississippi
rice producers are working to reduce the
amount of nutrients that leave their fields.
This ultimately helps to reduce Hypoxia in the
Gulf of Mexico, creating a healthier and more
productive fishery.

FALL 2020

|

Delta Wildlife

11

Delta Sportsmen

Hunter Safety
BY TIMOTHY HUGGINS

N

early 300,000 resident hunters will be going afield in
Mississippi this year to chase game and spend time
outdoors. Hunting is considered quite safe, with
around 10 injuries per 100,000 participants compared
to football at 3,500 injuries per 100,000 participants, according to
MDWFP. Accidents do happen; however, most are preventable.
Mississippi showed a gradual downward trend in hunting accidents
from 2007 to 2017 based on data from MDWFP’s 2017-2018 Deer
Program Report. Hunter education is the key to continuing this
trend. Education and safety should be a lifelong pursuit. Here some
basic guides for being safe in the field.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Know your target.

Too often in shooting accidents hunters will shoot without
clearly identifying their target. It is simple; if you can’t see
what you’re shooting at, don’t point your weapon at it.
Be proficient with your weapon.

Practice with your weapon. Know its limitations and safety
functions. Do not use someone else’s weapon without practicing with it first.
Wear a full-body harness in climbing stands.

A full-body harness should always be worn, and a strong and
sturdy rope or strap should be attached to the harness and the
tree, which should not allow you to fall more than 12 inches.
Never hoist a loaded weapon into a stand.

Use a pull rope to hoist your gun or bow into the stand. Never raise a loaded weapon and never hoist a gun with a line
through the trigger guard. Never hoist a firearm with the barrel pointed upwards.
Maintain stands.

Check often for loose bolts, frayed straps, rusty cables, torn
seats, etc. Equipment failure in a tree stand can be life threatening. Make sure box stands are secured to the ground with
cables or straps.
Tell someone where you're going and when you should
be returning.

Make sure someone knows where you’re going. Should you get
lost or hurt, it will be a lot easier to be found if the search party
knows where to look.
7.

Carry a flashlight and be familiar with the area you are
hunting.

Even if you don’t intend to be out past dark, things happen.
Take a good flashlight with spare batteries. It is also a good
idea to always carry a map of the property and a compass.
8.

12

Carry a first aid kit and know how to use it properly.

Should a minor or even severe accident happen, a basic first
aid kit can help stop bleeding, prevent infection, reduce swelling from stings or sprains and wash debris from eyes. Take a
Delta Wildlife
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first aid course or, at the very least, read the instructions in the
kit. Carry matches or some form of fire-starting device.
9.

Plan for the weather.

Dress appropriately. Carry extra clothing and rain gear, if possible.

10. Firearm accidents often happen at the vehicle when
loading or unloading. Use extra caution.

Don’t get complacent when returning to the vehicle. Remember to maintain muzzle and trigger safety. Always unload your
hunting weapon before storing it in the car.

11. ATV and Boat Safety.

When using an ATV or side by side, stay off public roads and
use speeds appropriate for the terrain. When operating a boat,
no matter how big or small, always wear a lifejacket. People
do not float.

Delta Flavor

‘Doves and Grits’
BY BILL ALLEN

D

ove hunting is probably my favorite sport. It should
be a low pressure, social event to get tuned up for
upcoming hunting seasons. You don’t have to get
up early in the morning or get cold and wet. You
get to shoot a lot. You don’t have to worry about making a false
move and scaring off the only buck of the day or the only turkey
gobbler to respond to your call. There are always second chances in the dove field. Just don’t shoot low in a field with other
hunters, and don’t shoot doves down where you can’t recover
them.
In my opinion, dove hunting should be an afternoon sport,
ending with all hunters grouped up around the trucks, picking
birds, telling stories and enjoying a tailgate spread of appropriate food and beverages at the end of the hunt. I think morning
hunting puts undue pressure on fields and hosts, and with a
limit of 15 birds a day, I would rather shoot them in the afternoon.
I really appreciate the many friends who have spent time and
money preparing dove fields and inviting me to hunt over the
years. My best way to reciprocate the favor is to cook doves for
them. Most people just pull dove breasts, and they are excellent on shish kabobs with onions, yellow squash, bacon and bell
pepper and cooked medium rare over a hot charcoal fire and
basted with Uncle Barney’s sauce. I like to pick whole doves a
few times a year and cook them slow in a gravy with rice. But
my favorite show off recipe using dove breast fillets is the truly
delicious dove and grits recipe that follows:
INGREDIENTS:
R 24 Dove Breasts
R 1 Red Bell Pepper, finely chopped
R 1 Yellow Bell Pepper, finely chopped
R 1 Bunch Green Onions, finely chopped
R Fresh Parsley, finely chopped
R 1-2 Lemons
R 1 Can Beef Broth or Beef Stock
R Red Wine, Cabernet Sauvignon preferred
R Hot Sauce
R Butter
R Olive Oil
R Flour
R Milk
R Salt
R Black Pepper
PREPARATION:
1. Fillet dove meat from breasts and discard bones. Soak
dove meat in milk seasoned with salt, pepper and hot
sauce for a few hours.
2. Heavily season flour with salt and black pepper. Drain
dove meat from milk mixture and coat in flour mixture.

BACKGROUND BY VECTEEZY.COM

Bill is from Belzoni and is current North Delta President at BankPlus.
3. Add 2/3 parts butter (not margarine) and 1/3 parts olive oil
to a heavy sauté pan and heat. Sauté floured dove breasts
over fairly high heat until browned evenly. Add more
butter/oil if necessary. Remove cooked dove breasts from
sauté pan and set aside.
4. Add ½ stick of butter to the hot sauté pan and scrape
solids. Add 2 tablespoons of remaining seasoned flour
mixture to hot pan and stir to make a roux. Be sure to stir
constantly to keep the roux from sticking and burning.
5. When roux is brown enough, add 1 can of beef broth or
stock and ½ can of water and swish until smooth. Turn
to high heat to begin reducing sauce.
6. Add in green onions and yellow and red bell peppers.
7. Add several glugs of red wine of your choice. Stir constantly and reduce sauce for approximately 10 minutes.
8. Add juice of 1-2 lemons, and season to taste with salt and
pepper and additional wine, if desired. Let simmer.
9. When sauce is finishing, swish in 1 tablespoon of butter
to mount and add fresh parsley.
10. Return browned dove breasts to sauce. Heat thoroughly.
Serve immediately with (not over) grits and a green salad.
FALL 2020
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YOU CAN’T OWN THE SKY,
BUT YOU CAN OWN THE LAND.

When it comes to financing rural land for hunting, fishing,
or just living, nobody can provide more rural lending expertise
than Southern AgCredit. So spread your wings. Give us a call,
and buy some some land in the country today.

SouthernAgCredit.com | (800) 449-5742

Begin.

Grow.

Improve.

Hunt.

Unwind.

The Best Financing
in the Country

WHERE BUCKS MOVE
FAST BUT LIFE DOESN’T.
R E C R E AT I O N A L L A N D F I N A N C I N G

PROUDLY SERVING NORTH MISSISSIPPI I MSLAN DBAN K.COM I

GREENVILLE STEEL SALES
Full Ser vice Steel & Fabrication
USED PIPE
12” TO 36”
Flashboard risers, culverts,
well casings ,
Tail water recovery systems
DELIVERED TO YOUR FARM
We will weld ‘em up, you just
drop ‘em in!

FREE DELIVERY

1715 North Theobald
Greenville , MS 38703
Open 7:30am—4:30pm
Monday—Friday
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Management

CLAY HORTON

The Corn Hole Dilemma

BY SAM FRANKLIN

M

ost outdoor enthusiasts, and especially duck hunters, know that in order to have game of whatever
your chosen passion is, you need some sort of food
source during the lean times of the year. Ducks are
no exception and with all the habitat development created in the
last 25 years, having ducks is really competitive. There is no end to
habitat management practices for wetland management and one of
the best is Moist Soil Management (MSM). In a nutshell, a landowner tries to mimic the natural drying of a wetland area to stimulate natural grasses such as barnyard and sprangle-top.
Other more labor-intensive food crops include various cultivars
of millets. Some species share the same genus, Echinochloa, of barnyard and other naturally occurring wetland plants. Japanese, brown
top and golden millet are all readily available from most seed vendors and are generally easy to grow.
Corn is an absolute duck magnet, especially during late season
when natural food reserves begin to dwindle down and temperatures dip. It is also the most costly and labor-intensive. The ducks
need those easy carbs for body functions, but the management
and hunting of those same corn holes becomes an aggravating ordeal. Old fish pond complexes that have been converted to WRP
or CRP are some of the hardest to manage. Every year I get the
same call: “I have a ton of ducks that come in late every afternoon
and leave before daylight.” That can be a very frustrating situation
considering how much it cost to produce the corn, but there are
management activities that you can utilize to help.
Management Techniques
The first management activity is harassment, really. If ducks are
utilizing your property at dusk and leaving before daylight, you are
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basically feeding for free. You can make the ducks leave by merely broadcasting a green laser over your duck hole at night. This
non-lethal, quiet method has been used for years, specifically by
wheat farmers to mitigate geese from eating their crop. For whatever reason the green laser really scares them just enough to leave, but
not so much that they won’t come back hopefully during shooting
hours.
Another management technique actually starts at planting. The
spacing of plants seems to have some relevance on usage. One landowner said that twin row planting on a tighter spacing seems to
make a difference in his operation. Here, the rows are obviously
tighter, and it helps with weed control in the spring and summer.
He claims the tighter rows keep the ducks from using the hole for
a hangout and makes them utilize the hole more on an as-needed
basis. One idea that came to mind was to plant a hole fairly thick
but to also leave a non-planted/fallow hole in the middle of the corn
just big enough to shoot across.
The last and easiest control measure is to hold your water off for
as long as you can. There are two reasons for this; the first is so that
you can flood in the latest part of the season as possible. The second is the temperature. Normally, late January is the coldest part of
our duck season; therefore, that’s when ducks will need those easy
carbs to combat temperatures in the 20s and 30s.
No matter how you feel about changing environmental conditions, it does seem that our winters are warmer than they were in
years past. The above-mentioned techniques aren’t silver bullets,
but merely ideas to help you have a better and more productive season. If you have additional ideas to help against what some call
“free loading ducks,” give the office a call. We would love to discuss
your thoughts and possibly new management techniques.

E
C
N
A
M
OR
F
R
E
P
D
N
E
P
E
L
P
TO
O
E
P
R
E
I
T
TOP

G
N
I
N
N
I
W
A NATION
I
B
M
O
CFOR YOUR ACRES
Steph Kasper
Pioneer Sales
Professional

PROVEN
YIELD LEADERS

LEADING AGRONOMY
RESEARCH

Ryan Wangen
Grower

MANAGEMENT
INSIGHTS

Tim Hasler
DuPont Pioneer
Account Manager

LOCAL
PIONEER TEAM
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Delta Wildlife Member Highlight:

Gary Dyksterhouse
BY AMY TAYLOR
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ND, THE LATE JOE
GARY’S DEAR FRIE

SEAWRIGHT

N

orth Carolina native Gary Dyksterhouse
became a 6th generation farmer on his
family’s farm in Tallahatchie County
when he and his wife, Kathryn Sturdivant
Dyksterhouse, chose to settle in the Mississippi Delta
in 2007.
The son of a civil engineer, Gary was raised in the
Carolinas, graduating from Wake Forest University in
2002 where he majored in Communications and minored in Psychology and in Business. “It was in college
that I met a beautiful girl from Mississippi! We married and after graduation, moved just outside of Atlanta where I coached college basketball for several years.”
He continues, “After those years on the road coaching,
Kathryn and I decided we were ready to put down roots
for our family.” The couple then moved to Mississippi
where Gary joined the family farming operation with
his father-in-law, Walker Sturdivant, two of Kathryn’s
uncles, Mike and Sykes Sturdivant, and a cousin, Neal
Crealy. Together, they manage a
successful row-crop operation,
Due West Grain, Due West
Gin and Sturdivant Brothers
Flying Service. In addition to
his work responsibilities, Gary
is also currently enrolled at Mississippi State University in their
Masters of Agricultural Business
Management.
Through the years, Gary has
worked with Delta F.A.R.M. on
conservation efforts, particularly cover crops. He explains, “Our
lifeblood is tied to dirt and water.
Farmers are always looking to improve the land and be more efficient with our resources. We have
joined together with other farmers in a cooperative cover crop group in which we self-evaluate our
practices, processes and products and share information we’ve gained
from our test plot acreage. We’ve worked hand-in-hand with the
professionals at Delta Wildlife and Delta F.A.R.M. on this project,
and the information gathered is very valuable and vital in effectively
managing our resources.”
“I came into this business very green, but after more than a decade
in the agricultural industry, I’ll say it’s what my coaching experience
prepared me for—managing the resources at your disposal, and being a team player—in this amazing yet challenging industry,” Gary
comments. “I also believe that every person is responsible for and


Gary and wife, Kathryn,
with their children, Langdon
and Mary Laine
 2019 Cotton Crop

given an opportunity to renew
the earth through his or her
family, work and relationships.
My in-laws share that same
philosophy of faith, family and
work, and so it is a good fit.”
An avid runner and golfer
and father of two, daughter Mary
Laine (11), and son Langdon (9), Gary is also a believer in the value of education. He is a member of the inaugural
Mississippi Teacher Corps advisory board, fundraiser and supporter
of Delta Streets Academy and former chairman of the deacons at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Greenwood.
“I’m very fortunate to work with very fine people. I can’t say
enough good things about our managers, our office staff, our pilot
and all of our employees. They are all very skilled and have an excellent work ethic.” Gary adds, “Not to mention the importance and
value of having a loving, smart and supportive wife to be my teammate. Working in this industry has also allowed me to be a very present husband and father in our home, and that’s the greatest blessing.”

Just Because
Better
Send gift money easily
with Zelle® — right from
the Guaranty Bank
mobile app.
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Tips for Late Summer
Bass Fishing
BY PARKER FREW

E

xtreme heat can be just as brutal on bass as it is on us
during the latter part of the year. When the temperature gauge starts hitting the 85- to 90-degree mark,
you can guarantee both we and the bass are going to
change. The treacherous heat and beaming sun will almost instantly put most all of us back inside, sitting in our chairs for
the day. We may venture out early in the morning or late in the
afternoon to accomplish a few things, but other than that we
stay tucked into the shade and cooler environments as much
as possible. I try to keep this same mind set at hand when I am
searching for summertime bass, as they can be just as lethargic
as we are. It is key to consider many biological factors as well
when searching for late summertime bass. Understanding the
instinctual behavior of these bass and the environmental factors
will help you tremendously during this time of year.

1. The bass are stressed
This time of year presents bass with very unfavorable conditions
as water quality begins to break down. Temperatures spiking near
100 degrees during the day can drive the water temperature into the
mid 90s with ease. This in turn will break down the oxygen content
and send bass into a much more lethargic mode than the rest of the
year. Just as humans, the metabolism of a bass is still very high but
the energy expenditure they can waste gets much smaller. This means
you have to be a lot more accurate with bait presentation because
their strike zone is much smaller. A bass still has the need to feed
every three to four hours but they must conserve much more energy
than they normally would. During the early parts of the summer a
bass may chase a bait all the way back to you in an attempt to catch
it, while during this time, they may only chase a bait a few feet before
returning to cover. Being able to be patient and cover a spot as good
as possible is crucial. Sometimes you may only need one cast to catch
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a bass in that special spot, and sometimes you may need 50 casts.
2. Slow down
This time of year, the large schools of fish that were together just
weeks before begin to break up and become what I consider “loners.”
It becomes extremely important to really slow down and dissect an
area the best you can with multiple baits. Bass will often begin to
position themselves deep into cover such as brush piles or other types
of structure. In some cases, you may need to slow down enough that
you leave your bait in these key areas for two or three minutes. This
can be painfully slow, but you may catch one of the biggest fish of your
life doing this. This is when baits like a big worm, a jig or a creature
bait can really be dynamite. These fish may be positioned in deeper
portions of the lake as well so a bigger weight can help a lot when it
comes to picking the cover apart. Once you have definitely located the
cover, you can reduce your weight to avoid those dreaded hang ups.
3. Understanding the thermocline
Oxygen is more important than anything during this time. Just
like us, bass absolutely have to have an adequate oxygen supply to
survive. While some bass may reside in areas that have lower oxygen levels during this time of year, they are much less likely to feed
compared to bass positioned in oxygen rich areas of the water. This
is when the long boring days of biology class begin to pay off for
us. Understanding the “thermocline” can make finding bass much
easier. The thermocline is a transition layer in a thermally stratified body of water that separates zones of widely different temperature. When water temperatures begin to rise, so does the density
between the surface layer and the deeper layers. The rather warm
surface water forms a thermal energy which opposes wind energy.
As this occurs, water doesn’t mix very far down. The top layer can
have good oxygen but little temperature change. Bass will begin

Delta Fauna

Dawgs
BY JOHN M. BROOKS, M.D., F.A.C.S.
“Dawg,” the generic name for old Canis familiaris,
Includes a wide gamut of beasts, Great Dane to Mexican Hairless.
Dawgs come in any size and shape that you could e’er consider,
And any color on the scale will show up in someone’s litter.
Wolves are the ancestors of all dawgs, since history’s earliest dim light,
When caveman first tamed the wolfpup to guard and hunt and fight.
Wolves have evolved into all breeds of dawgs—the list has no end,
But all are covered by the fact that he is “man’s best friend.”

Dr. John Brooks with dog, Coco, and his first grandchild, Caroline Kirk
Brooks. Photo circa 1995

“Form follows function,” it is said—I believe that saying’s right,
So don’t put your bulldawg in a race or expect a greyhound to fight.
Some dawgs excel at certain tasks and some are good at others,
And you can fill most any need by researching canine brothers.

The German Shepherd and his cousin, the fierce Doberman Pinscher,
If you are fleeing from a crime scene, to them you’d have to answer.
So when the police shout to you “Halt—stop right there!”
You’d better stop quick or these dawgs will seize your derriere.

The Dachshund dawg, when first seen, looks like a freak of nature—
One-half dawg high and two dawgs long, a most peculiar stature.
But think about the Dachshund’s role—the hunting of the badger
By chasing her from tunneled lair so that he then can catch her.

To fight, grab, and hold the fiercest bulls is the English Bulldawg’s art,
And if you choose to mess with him, then you ain’t too damn smart.
With his vise-like prognathic jaw, taunting him would be a blunder,
For if he latches onto you, he won’t let go ‘til it thunders!

The Poodle dawg originally was bred for to be hunted,
But over the ages, his field instincts appear to have been blunted.
What was once a manly hunting dawg has now seen better days,
With perfumes, brushes and weird haircuts, he has taken up foppish ways.

My favorite of all the canine breeds is the Labrador Retriever.
Having owned several of these dawgs, I am a true believer.
He’ll guide blind folks, sniff hidden dope, but his greatest source of fame
Is his uncanny ability to retrieve your feathered game.

The St. Bernard, despite his size, is a really gentle pooch.
Around his neck he carries a little cask of hooch.
He’ll find you if you’re lost in mountain avalanche, snowdrift or blizzard,
And a snort of brandy from his cask will fortify your gizzard.

So, if you’re looking for a companion to be your lifelong friend,
Who won’t question your decisions, stick with you thick or thin,
Who won’t sue you or divorce you or leave you in a fog,
Then your choice is pretty simple, just get yourself a dawg!!

to suspend in what is known as the “epilimnion.” This zone is just
above the thermocline. The deeper zones that were really good before this can now be almost vacant because of the lack of oxygen.

While most fisherman dread late summertime bass fishing, it can
really be a great time to get out on the water and catch really big
ones. Your tactics may have to change a fair amount, but it is not
impossible to catch plenty. One thing I like the most about this time
is the diversity of baits. When they first move out to deep cover, I
will use a slow-moving bait such as a Texas rigged big worm, a jig
or a Carolina rig. I can easily locate the key pieces of structure while
also slowing my presentation down a lot. When they begin to ease
back up and look for oxygen, I will switch to something such as a
spinnerbait, a crankbait or a swimming style jig. Being able to locate
and stay in the oxygen-rich zone is the most important part. Lastly,
when they begin to move into the fall feeding frenzy, I will speed up
my fishing a lot more. Anything that resembles a shad or small baitfish can really be a big player in the late summer, early fall. I love to
throw a square bill crankbait, a vibrating jig or a smaller spinnerbait.
You can cover a lot of water with these presentations while still really
picking areas apart. So, don’t be afraid to get out and try them when
it begins to get tough. Understand what they are doing and why they
are doing it, and you will have great success.

4. Stay on top of them
Just as fast as the bass moved out to their deep summer homes,
they will begin to head shallow for the fall. This can be one of the
absolute best times of the year for a bass fisherman. When they begin to make this move, they have one thing on their mind and that is
feeding. Bass begin to bulk up and gorge on shad to prepare themselves for the long winter months ahead. Water temperatures have
slowly started to rise, and they have regained their energy for the
most part. This can be one of the most fun times of year to fish as
well because of the large schools you may find. They will begin to
really group up and focus their efforts on locating shad in shallow
flat areas so they can easily ambush them. The best places to target
this time of year are shallow pockets, shallow flat areas or shallow
rock banks. These areas are really easy for bass to locate the shad and
keep them located for a long amount of time.
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Delta Sportsmen

2020–2021 Hunting Seasons
Delta Zone:

White-tailed Deer

Areas west of I-55 and north of I-20 plus areas south of I-20 and west of U.S. Highway 61, excluding
the South Delta Zone.

South Delta Zone:

All Mississippi lands south of Bunge Road; south of MS Highway 14; west of MS Highway 149;
west of MS Highway 3 to Business 61 and to I-20; and east of the state line (in MS River).

Northeast Zone:

Areas east of I-55 and north of U.S. Highway 82. Public lands include national forests (excluding Holly
Springs NF), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lands, etc., that have statewide seasons without special regulations.
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East Central Zone: Areas east of I-55, east of U.S. Highway 49, south of U.S. Highway 82, and north of U.S. Highway 84.
Southwest Zone: Areas east of U.S. Highway 61, south of I-20, west of U.S. Highway 49, and west of MS Highway 35.
Southeast Zone: Areas south of U.S. Highway 84 and east of MS Highway 35.
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Bag Limits
Antlered Buck Deer: The statewide bag limit on antlered buck deer
is one (1) buck per day and three (3) per annual season. One (1) of
these three (3) may have hardened antlers that do not meet the zone
legal antler requirements on private land and Holly Springs National
Forest. Only two (2) antlered deer may be harvested from the South
Delta Zone. For youth hunters fifteen (15) years of age and younger,
hunting on private land and authorized state and federal lands, all
three (3) of the three (3) buck bag limit may be any antlered deer.
Antlerless Deer:
Private lands: The statewide annual bag limit on antlerless deer is
five (5). Antlerless deer are male or female deer which do not have
hardened antler above the natural hairline. Only two (2) antlerless
deer may be harvested from the Southeast and South Delta zones.
There is no daily bag limit on antlerless deer in the Northeast, East
Central, Southwest, and Delta zones. Only one (1) antlerless deer per
day may be harvested in the Southeast Zone.
U.S. Forest Service National Forests: The bag limit is one (1) per
day, not to exceed five (5) per annual season except in the Southeast
Zone, which is two (2) per annual season.

Youth Gun:

Youth may carry and use any firearm with which they can safely hunt, and in compliance with other
applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

Archery:

Longbows, recurves, compound bows, and crossbows. There is no minimum or maximum draw weight. There
is no minimum arrow length. Fixed or mechanical broadheads may be used.

Primitive Weapons:

Weapons legal for use during the Primitive Weapons season are all archery equipment and
primitive firearms. ”Primitive firearms,” for the purpose of hunting deer, are defined as single or double-barreled muzzleloading rifles of at least .38 caliber; OR single shot, breech loading, metallic cartridge rifles (.35 caliber or larger) and replicas,
reproductions, or reintroductions of those type rifles with an exposed hammer; OR single or double-barreled muzzleloading
shotguns, with single ball or slug. All muzzleloading primitive firearms must use black powder or a black powder substitute
with percussion caps, #209 shotgun primers, or flintlock ignition. “Blackpowder substitute” is defined as a substance designed, manufactured, and specifically intended to be used as a propellant in muzzleloading or other black powder firearms,
excluding modern smokeless powder. Metallic cartridges may be loaded with either black powder or modern smokeless
powder (cartridges purchased at sporting goods stores). Telescopic sights are allowed while hunting with any primitive firearm during the primitive weapon seasons. A telescopic sight is defined as an optical sighting device with any magnification.
During any open season on deer with primitive weapons after November 30, a person may use any legal weapon of choice
on private lands only, if the person is the title owner of the land, the lessee of the hunting rights on the land, a member of a
hunting club leasing the hunting rights on the land, or a guest of a person specified above. If the person is required to have
a hunting license, the person must have a primitive weapon license, Sportsman’s License, or a Lifetime Sportsman’s License.

Gun:

There are no caliber or magazine capacity restrictions on firearms. Primitive weapons (as defined above) and archery
equipment may be used during gun seasons.
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Delta Sportsmen
Legal Bucks
Northeast, East Central, Southwest, and Southeast Zones
A legal buck is defined as having EITHER a minimum inside spread of 10 inches OR one main beam at least 13 inches long.
How to estimate a 10 inch inside spread:

How to estimate a 13 inch main beam:
10” Inside Spread

13” Main Beam

Estimating a 10 inch spread is accomplished by observing a
buck’s ears in the alert position. When in the alert position,
the distance from ear-tip to ear-tip measures approximately
14 inches. If the OUTSIDE of each antler beam is 1 inch inside
the ear-tip, the inside spread is approximately 10 inches.

To estimate a 13 inch main beam, the buck’s
head must be observed from the side. If the
tip of the main beam extends to the front of
the eye, main beam length is approximately
13 inches.

Delta Zone
A legal buck is defined as having EITHER a minimum inside spread of 12 inches OR one main beam at least 15 inches long.
How to estimate a 12 inch inside spread:

How to estimate a 15 inch main beam:
12” Inside Spread

Estimating a 12 inch spread is accomplished by observing a
buck’s ears in the alert position. When in the alert position,
the distance from ear-tip to ear-tip measures approximately 15*
inches. If the OUTSIDE of each antler beam reaches the ear-tip,
the inside spread is approximately 12 inches. (Therefore, if the
outside of both antler beams reach the ear tips, the buck is legal).

15” Main Beam

To estimate a 15 inch main beam, the buck’s
head must be observed from the side. If the
tip of the main beam extends between the
front of the eye and the tip of the nose, main
beam length is approximately 15 inches.

*Due to body size differences in the Delta Zone, ear-tip to ear-tip
measurements are slightly larger compared to the other zones.

DELTA, SOUTH DELTA, NORTHEAST, EAST CENTRAL, AND SOUTHWEST ZONES
METHOD

SEASON DATES

LEGAL DEER

Archery

Oct. 1 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private land, open public land, and Holly Springs NF

Youth Season
(15 and under)

Nov. 7 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private lands and authorized state and federal lands.

Nov. 21 - Jan. 31

Antlerless Primitive Weapon

Nov. 9 - 20

Either-Sex on private lands.
On open public lands, youth must follow below legal deer criteria.

Gun (with dogs)

Nov. 21 - Dec. 1

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Primitive Weapon

Dec. 2 - 15

Either-Sex on private land, open public land, and Holly Springs NF.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Gun (without dogs)

Dec. 16 - 23

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Gun (with dogs)

Dec. 24 - Jan. 20

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Spring NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Archery/Primitive Weapon

Jan. 21 - 31

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF. Legal Bucks only on open public
land. Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Antlerless Deer Only on private lands.

SOUTHEAST ZONE
METHOD

SEASON DATES

Archery

Oct. 15 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private and open public land.

Youth Season
(15 and under)

Nov. 7 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private lands and authorized state and federal lands.

Nov. 21 - Feb. 15

Either-Sex on private lands.
On open public lands, youth must follow below legal deer criteria.

Gun (with dogs)

Nov. 21 - Dec. 1

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Primitive Weapon

Dec. 2 - 15

Either-Sex on private and open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Gun (without dogs)

Dec. 16 - 23

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Gun (with dogs)

Dec. 24 - Jan. 20

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Jan. 21 - 31

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Feb. 1 - 15

Legal Bucks only on private and open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Archery/Primitive Weapon

LEGAL DEER
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MANDATORY CWD SAMPLING
During the 2020-2021 hunting season, all deer harvested in the respective counties and dates listed below must be submitted
for CWD sampling by 10 p.m. on the day of harvest. Check station and drop-off locations can be found at mdwfp.com/cwd.
DATES

LOCATIONS

Nov. 21-22

In any county or portion thereof in the North Mississippi and Issaquena CWD Zones.

Jan. 2-3

In the following counties: all portions of Adams, Amite, Franklin, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Pike, Walthall, and Wilkinson.

Jan. 16-17

In the following counties: all portions of Covington, Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson
Davis, Jones, Lamar, Marion, Pearl River, Perry, Stone, and Wayne.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was discovered in Mississippi in February 2018. Since then, proactive measures have been enacted for continued surveillance
and management. Some measures include: *Supplemental feeding of wildlife, (including feeders, salt licks, and mineral licks), is banned within any MDWFP
defined CWD Management Zone. *Only cut/wrapped meat, deboned meat, hides with no head attached, finished taxidermy products, antlers with no tissue
attached, and cleaned skulls or skull plates may be transported outside the CWD Zones or into Mississippi from any other state or country.
*MDWFP urges hunters to submit the heads of harvested deer for CWD sampling, especially if the deer was harvested in CWD Zones.

SEASON

Fall Turkey
DATES

BAG LIMIT

Fall turkey season is open BY PERMIT ONLY from October 15-November 15 on private lands in the following counties or portions of
counties where the landowner/leaseholder completes a fall turkey hunting application to the MDWFP Jackson Office and receives
tags. The fall season bag limit is two (2) turkeys, which may be of either sex.
Delta Zone: Bolivar County - west of the main Mississippi River levee and those lands east of the main Mississippi River levee known as
27 Break Hunting Club; Coahoma, Desoto, Issaquena, Tunica, and Washington counties - west of the main Mississippi River levee.
North-Central Zone: Benton, Lafayette, Marshall, Panola, Tippah, and Union counties.
Southwest Zone: Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Copiah, Hinds, Franklin, Jefferson, Lincoln, Madison, Warren, Wilkinson, and Yazoo counties.

SEASON

Spring Turkey
DATES

Youth
(Private and authorized state and federal
public lands. Youth 15 and under)

Mar. 8 - 14

Spring

Mar. 15 - May 1

SEASON

BAG LIMIT
One (1) adult gobbler or 1 gobbler with a
6-inch or longer beard per day, 3 per Spring
season. Hunters 15 years of age and younger may harvest 1 gobbler of choice (any
age) per day, 3 per Spring season.

Small Game
SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

Youth Squirrel*

Sept. 24 - 30

8

Squirrel - Fall Season

Oct. 1 - Feb. 28

8

Squirrel - Spring Season

May 15 - June 1

4

SEASON

SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

Rabbit

Oct. 17 - Feb. 28

8

Bobwhite Quail

Nov. 26 - Mar. 6

8

Frog

April 1 - Sept. 30

25/Night

Raccoon

July 1 - Sept. 30

1 per Party/Night

Opossum, Raccoon, and Bobcat

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31
(Food and sport)
Nov. 1 - Feb. 28
(Food, sport, and pelt)

5/Day; 8/Party
No Limit

Trapping

Nov. 1 - Mar. 15

No Limit

*On private lands and authorized state and federal lands only in those areas open for squirrel hunting.
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Migratory Game Birds
SEASON

SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

POSSESSION LIMIT

Sept. Teal

Sept. 12 - Sept. 27

6

18

Sept. Canada Geese*

Sept. 1 - Sept. 30

5

15

Woodcock

Dec. 18 - Jan. 31

3

9

Snipe

Nov. 14 - Feb. 28

8

24

Gallinules (Common & Purple)

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Rails: Clapper and King

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Rails: Sora and Virginia

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

25 Singly or in aggregate

75 Singly or in aggregate

Mourning and White-winged Doves
(North Zone)**

Sept. 5 - Oct. 18
Oct. 24 - Nov. 21
Dec. 23 - Jan. 8

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Mourning and White-winged Doves
(South Zone)***

Sept. 5 - Sept. 20
Oct. 10 - Nov. 8
Dec. 19 - Jan. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Crows

Nov. 7 - Feb. 28

No Limit

No Limit

Ducks, Mergansers, and Coots****

Nov. 27 - Nov. 29
Dec. 4 - Dec. 6
Dec. 9 - Jan. 31

See below****

See below****

Geese: Canada, White-fronted, Snow, Blue,
Ross’, and Brant

Nov. 13 - Nov. 29
Dec. 4 - Dec. 6
Dec. 9 - Jan. 31

Canada Geese : 3
Snow, Blue, & Ross’: 20
White-fronted: 3
Brant: 1

Canada Geese : 9
Snow, Blue, & Ross’: No limit
White-fronted: 9
Brant: 3

Youth, Veterans, and Active Military
Waterfowl Days

Feb. 6 - Feb. 7

Same as regular season

Same as regular season

Light Goose Conservation Order*****
(Special Permit Needed)

Oct. 1 - Nov. 12
Feb. 1 - Feb. 5
Feb. 8 - Mar. 31

No Limit*****

No Limit*****

*Sept. Canada Goose season is closed on Roebuck Lake in Leflore county.
**(Dove North Zone) Areas north of U.S. Hwy. 84 plus areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and west of MS Hwy. 35.
***(Dove South Zone) Areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and east of MS Hwy. 35.
****The duck daily bag limit is a total of 6 ducks, including no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be females),
1 mottled duck, 2 black ducks, 1 pintail, 3 wood ducks, 2 canvasbacks, 1 scaup, and 2 redheads.
The merganser daily bag limit is a total of 5 mergansers, only 2 of which may be hooded mergansers.
The coot daily bag limit is a total of 15 coots.
The possession limit is three times the daily bag limit for ducks, mergansers, and coots.
Shooting hours for all migratory game birds are from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except for the Light Goose Conservation Order (see below).
*****The Light Goose Conservation Order is a special opportunity designed to reduce the population of overpopulated snow, blue, and
Ross’ geese when no other waterfowl seasons are open. This order allows for expanded methods of take that are not allowed
during regular waterfowl seasons.
To participate in the Light Goose Conservation Order, hunters need a valid Mississippi hunting license, state waterfowl stamp, and a
free Light Goose Conservation Order permit number. Hunters can obtain a permit number by visiting mdwfp.com/waterfowl.
Light Goose Conservation Order Methods: Shooting hours are from ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. Only snow, blue,
and Ross’ geese are eligible for harvest. The use of electronic calls is allowed. The use of unplugged shotguns is allowed. There is
no daily or possession limit for snow, blue, or Ross’ geese. Hunters must use non-toxic shot. Hunters must possess a valid Mississippi hunting license and a Mississippi state waterfowl stamp. Hunters do not need a federal waterfowl stamp.
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we believe in
giving you choices,
not limitations
When you talk to Syngenta, the conversation
is about you: your fields, your plans, your
challenges, your business.
Can we help you get better stands, fight
weeds and pests, and break through yield
barriers? With our industry-leading portfolio
in crop protection, seeds, seed treatments
and traits, the answer is usually yes.
But important as great products are, we
know that what really matters is helping
you succeed.
So we believe in giving you choices, not
limitations. Tools, not barriers. Collaboration,
not manipulation.
Let’s work together – toward your success.

© 2017 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo and Bringing Plant Potential to Life are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. www.syngenta.com

Bobby Carson
FA R M S E R V I C E A G E N C Y
E XECUTIVE DIRECTOR
BY AMY TAYLOR

B

lessed with natural resources and rich, alluvial soil that begets both premier crops and
abundant wildlife, the Delta has also spawned
natural leaders and public servants who have
nurtured, promoted and taken the area under their wing.
Championing the causes of farmers and landowners is
Bobby Carson, a Marks, Mississippi native, who continues to make his mark in service to the Delta.
Carson was born in Clarksdale and was raised on his
Quitman County family farm, Buckskin Plantation, for
14 years before his family built a house and moved to
Marks. He graduated high school from Baylor School in
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Chattanooga before earning his BBA from the University
of Mississippi in 1975. He came home to farm and spent
the next 30 years managing his family’s farming and ginning operation. During those years, he also concentrated
much effort on land management and conservation. In
addition, he implemented wildlife enhancement programs under the guidance and direction of Delta Wildlife. He comments, “My father was a founding member
of Delta Wildlife, which is an invaluable resource in
wildlife conservation efforts for our growers and landowners throughout the Mississippi Delta.”
An avid outdoorsman who grew up hunting deer and

turkey mainly on Beulah Island with his father and grandfather,
Carson continues to hunt ducks, doves and deer on Buckskin. He
is also an avid turkey hunter and has spent numerous days hunting
all the way from Florida to Montana. Carson says, “We currently lease out our farm operation, but I’m still very involved in the
implementation of food plots mainly for deer, duck and dove on
our land; and although I still hunt, I’m predominately interested in
enhancing the wildlife for my son and
son-in-law to enjoy.”
In addition to his long association
with Delta F.A.R.M. and Delta Wildlife as a member as well as serving as a
past Chairman of its Board of Directors,
Carson continued his service to the Delta as a Past President of Delta Council
and a Past Chairman of the Board of
Directors. He comments, “Delta Council is a vitally important organization
representing the people of the Delta not
only in agriculture but also in economic development, and is always trying to
encourage industries to locate operations in the Delta area. Delta Council
was founded primarily to represent the
area in Farm Policy, Flood Control and
Highway Development. Since its founding, Delta Council has moved into different areas, while always maintaining
the goals for which it was founded.”
When he retired from farming, Carson worked in the real estate business.
In addition to Delta Wildlife and Delta
Council, he has also served in numerous cotton industry national organizations including Mississippi Director of
the National Cotton Council American
Cotton Producers, Chairman of Cotton Incorporated Board of Directors,
President and Chairman of the Cotton
Foundation and Chairman of Cotton
Council International. He currently
serves on the Citizens Bank and Trust
Board of Directors in Marks. Carson
was also nominated and appointed by
the Bush Administration to the Mississippi FSA State Committee from 2003
to 2008, serving as Chairman from
2005 to 2008.
In 2017, Carson was appointed by the
Trump administration to serve as State
Executive Director of the Mississippi
Farm Service Agency, whose mission is
“to ensure the well-being of American
agriculture, the environment and the
American public through efficient and equitable administration of
farm commodity programs; farm ownership, operating and emergency loans; domestic and international food assistance and international export credit programs.” Carson adds, “We have offices in
63 Mississippi counties and are a regulatory agency for our farmers,
overseeing everything from farm programs to conservation practices to critical issues such as funding relief efforts for the South
Delta flooding devastation and the tornado ravaged areas this past

spring.” He continues, “I can’t express how proud I am of our staff,
especially during this Covid-19 situation. They have done an unbelievable job administering our programs while safely distancing,
either by phone or online.”
Carson concludes, “I love the Delta, always have, and enjoy being able to say I’m from the Delta. These 19 counties that comprise
the Delta are a very unique and vitally important part of our state.

It’s my home, and now through the FSA, I’m happy to be representing, helping and supporting our farmers.”
Carson and his wife, Sally Fowler Carson, are the parents of
two children, daughter Fowler Staines of Oxford, who works with
the Ole Miss Athletic Foundation, and son, Robert Carson, an
attorney with Merkel & Cocke in Clarksdale. They are also the
proud grandparents of three grandchildren and are members of the
Marks Presbyterian Church.
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The Great

AMMUNITION
SHORTAGE
VECTEEZY.COM

of 2020

BY JODY ACOSTA

T

o preface this article, I want to state I am not trying to be
an alarmist. I hope things get back to “normal,” the real
normal, not the current “new normal,” really soon. In case
things do not take a turn for the better in a timely manner,
hopefully this article will help ensure you are prepared!
In case you have been sheltering in place, not thinking about
shooting or haven’t begun prep work for the upcoming hunting
seasons or just simply have not been to the local sporting goods
stores lately, sit down and take a deep breath before reading the
next few words…There is a HUGE shortage of ammunition currently. Not every caliber is gone from the shelves yet, but all of the
“most popular” calibers are either gone or are being bought as soon
as they hit the shelves. Most stores are selling out before the end of
the day the shipment arrives.
The past few months have shattered records nationwide for the
purchase of both guns AND ammunition.
In the not so distant past, there was the “great .22lr ammo shortage” where it was practically impossible to find the popular rimfire
ammunition. Do you remember how long it took for things to stabilize and return to “normal” after that?
Now take that type of nationwide shortage and put it across the
board on ALL the popular calibers. If you are having doubts, just
do a quick google search for 9mm ammunition. It is practically
gone everywhere online, and what is available is so expensive it
should be criminal. I use 9mm as an example because it has historically been a cheap round to target practice with. I enjoy target
shooting as much or more than anyone, but lately I have found
myself not shooting nearly as much as I have in years past to conserve the ammo. I have some available 9mm ammo, enough to go
out and plink happily on several occasions, but I still have not been
shooting it. Why? Because once it is gone, it will be extremely dif-
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ficult to replace.
With the current state of affairs and the uncertainty of the future, many of you reading this are likely in the same proverbial boat
on target shooting.
Panic Buying
You may be asking yourself, “Why is there an ammo shortage,
and who is buying all of this ammunition?” Well, the easiest answer
to that would be “concerned Americans.” You may also be interested to know, these “concerned Americans” probably do not fit into
the mold you have envisioned right now. A lot of the surge in sales
has been coming from first-time gun owners from every walk of life

looking to train on their new guns. Nationwide, gun sales were up
roughly 135 percent for the month of July compared to last year.
Most gun shops are doing close to triple the amount of business they
were doing last year, and it has been like that since March.
I don’t really blame responsible citizens for purchasing firearms
or ammunition with the craziness going on across our great nation
these days. With ammunition (and recently firearms and I guess
toilet paper), in times of uncertainty, people prepare for the worst.
This equals an extremely bad time to be looking for ammunition
for most of us.
Without getting too far in the weeds on the current state of affairs, there is no known expiration date
for the “panic buying,” although there are rumors it
could be lessened after November of 2020. Whether
or not it will get back to “normal,” as in shelves stocked
in a reasonable amount of time after that, is a question being asked by anyone who is keeping up with the
shortage and panic buying. I don’t see how it could get
much better in a relatively short period of a time. Ammunition manufacturers will have to catch up on backordered ammunition, smaller stores will likely have waiting
lists available that will need to be gone through; and people
that live in areas where ammunition is hard to find due to
population and local retail supply chain issues, will continue
to scoop up what becomes available at online retailers. Not
to mention, many ammunition manufacturers have swapped
over machines to fill the most popular calibers being requested, so who knows what the trickle-down effect will be when ammo
currently on shelves is bought up and there is little effort being
made to refill the supply of the not as popular rounds (ie: deer
hunting calibers).
So that we’ve gotten the doom and gloom out of the way and you
are aware that there is indeed a nationwide ammunition shortage,
what now?

Take Stock and Restock
The first step I would recommend is to inventory what you have
on hand. If you are the type of person who may shoot a hundred
rounds every three to four months for target practice and you have
a couple thousand rounds available, you are probably going to be
able to ride out the shortage with little to no interruption. You are
also likely to be just fine if you have a couple of boxes of ammo and
you shoot a few rounds making sure your hunting rifle is zeroed in
and then two to three rounds a season.
However, if you are looking to get a few boxes
of “good” hunting ammunition for a popular caliber, I would strongly advise you go ahead and start
looking now so you will have ammunition on hand
for the upcoming hunting season. If you have a youth
who shoots a low recoiling caliber that is popular in
modern sporting rifles, such as the AR15, you need to be
looking for ammunition for the upcoming hunting season
YESTERDAY!
Many of the historic caliber offerings known as deer rifle
rounds can still be found somewhat easily on shelves, but there
is nothing saying that will be the case in late October or early
November when you begin to think about checking your zero on
your hunting rifle before opening day. Typically, those rounds
are not seen as “target shooting” rounds, but as 2020 has shown
us time and time again, there is nothing normal about this
year. The other unknown is when out of stock items might
become available again due to the backlog of the most popular
sellers.
With all that said, I hope you are as excited as I am about the
upcoming hunting seasons and change of pace from the hot, crazy
summer we have all had. I truly hope things begin to return to the
normal we have had in years past, but in the case that it is a slow
process, hopefully this article will at least help ensure you’ve got
enough ammo to fill your freezers and enjoy deer season this year!
FALL 2020
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Mississippi Timber Price Report
Row-crop commodity markets are the topic of many coffee shop
and tailgate discussions throughout the Delta. While not receiving as
much attention, the timber market is something that should be monitored and considered by forest landowners. Timber harvests, particularly in hardwoods, may occur in 10-15 year intervals and possibly
only 4-5 times throughout the life of a stand. This is drastically different from an annually harvested row crop in that harvest decisions
can have profound and long lasting effects, both in tree composition
and growth, and in monetary returns.
Mississippi State University conducts a quarterly survey of stumpage timber prices in Mississippi. Stumpage price refers to the amount
a landowner will receive per unit of timber harvested. This price report is intended to serve as a general guide and provide a picture of
current market activity and how it relates to historic patterns. Specific management and harvest decisions should always be made in
consultation with a Mississippi Registered Forester. Past and present
reports along with market commentary can be found at: http://extension.msstate.edu/content/timber-prices-2013-present
TRENDS:
▶ We are still facing uncertain times. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, Mississippi timber markets also face uncertainties
along with volatility. As predicted last quarter, many product
classes saw decreases in stumpage prices during the 2nd quarter as the supply and demand relationship was impacted by prolonged business shutdowns and reduced mill productivity across
the state and nation. The 2nd quarter stumpage prices for pine
products are in Table 1 while hardwood products are in Table 2.
The figures reflect 10-year statewide average price trends.
▶ Compared to the 1st quarter, statewide average prices dramatically decreased during the 2nd quarter for most product classes
(5% to 67% reductions) except pine poles, pine sawtimber and
mixed hardwood sawtimber, which saw very modest increases of
2% to 11%. Timber sales ending the 1st quarter and all through the
2nd quarter were difficult. However, prices in some regions were
better than others. The reduction in demand and our oversupply
issue remain as main contributors to low stumpage prices. North
Mississippi prices continue to trail those in south Mississippi except for hardwoods this quarter.

* IND = Insufficient or No Data Reported
** Product classes are often subdivided into small, medium and large categories. Prices vary
according to size.

▶ The housing market and unemployment rate both saw dramatic

reductions at the start of the pandemic. However, May housing
stats did increase. Additionally, the unemployment rate, although
still high, decreased in May and June. If these two trends continue,
we may begin to see timber markets recover.
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* IND = Insufficient or No Data Reported
** Product classes are often subdivided into small, medium and large categories.
Prices vary according to size.

Source: Prices from 2010-2017 are from Timber-Mart South. 2018- current
prices are from Mississippi State University Extension.

DW ARCHIVES

▶ However, there is still much uncertainty at this point with
COVID-19 and our timber markets. Prices during the 3rd quarter
are expected to remain low. Most economic forecasters now expect the recovery to be slower, possibly lasting into 2021. Hopefully, the COVID-19 situation will begin decreasing, more people
will get back to work and our economy will recover quickly. In the
meantime, please practice social distancing and stay healthy.

mississippi
is worth
fighting for.
At C Spire, we don’t do anything halfway, especially for our home state. When
AT&T sued to stop us from providing reliable service for public institutions and
saving taxpayers millions, we kept on fighting. Spoiler alert: We won.
We were the first to bring fiber to Mississippi homes, and we’re adding more every
month. We’re even delivering expanded network capacity now for faster data when
you need it most.

SO YOU BET WE’RE DOING MORE FOR MISSISSIPPI. THAT’S JUST WHAT WE DO.

cspire.com
©2020 C Spire. All rights reserved.
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Delta Wildlife Partner Q&A

Dr. Martin Locke
BY AMY TAYLOR

D

r. Locke is Director of the USDA ARS National Sedimentation Laboratory (NSL), Oxford, Mississippi,
which consists of two USDA-ARS research units: Water Quality and Ecology Research Unit and Watershed
Physical Processes Research Unit. He
provides overall leadership and direction
for the NSL mission. In addition to NSL
Laboratory Director, he wears several
other hats. He serves as Location Coordinator for the three ARS research units
at the Oxford ARS Location, Research
Leader for the Water Quality and Ecology Unit in Oxford and Research Leader
for the Delta Water Management Research Unit, Jonesboro, Arkansas.
Dr. Locke has been with USDA ARS
since 1987, beginning his ARS career
in Stoneville with the Southern Weed
Science Research Unit. A native of Missouri, Dr. Locke received a B.S. from
Missouri State University, an M.S.
from the University of Missouri-Columbia and a Ph.D. from Texas A&M
University. During his 33-year career
as a soil scientist with ARS, he has developed a research program assessing
the value and impact of conservation
management practices. Internationally
recognized as an authority on processes
and factors determining the effectiveness
of conservation management in protecting and enhancing soil and water resources, Dr. Locke has authored
over 175 peer-reviewed research publications. He provides leadership
at international, national, state and local levels and is active in several
professional scientific organizations. In recognition of his research, Dr.
Locke has been named a Fellow of three major scientific societies; the
American Society of Agronomy, Soil Science Society of America and the
Weed Science Society of America. He holds adjunct faculty positions at
Mississippi State University and The University of Mississippi.

DW: Please comment on the mission of USDA-ARS and your
area of focus.
Locke: The Agricultural Research Service is the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s chief scientific in-house research agency. Our mission is to find solutions to agricultural problems that affect the daily
lives of Americans, from the field to table. The focus for National
Sedimentation Laboratory scientists is in the area of natural resources and sustainable agriculture, more specifically, water availability
and quality, soil health and water and soil management in agricul-
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tural watersheds. In developing our work plans, we operate under
the premises that water is fundamental to life and is a basic requirement for virtually all of our agricultural, industrial, urban and recreational activities; clean water in abundant supply is necessary for the
health of our natural environment; and
soil is a valuable natural resource vital
for sustained agricultural productivity.
Water and soil are two precious natural resources that need to be protected,
conserved and improved to provide agricultural sustainability for generations
to come. Finding ways to accomplish
that is the core of our mission. Our scientists conduct both fundamental and
applied research on the processes that
control water availability and quality
for the health and economic growth of
the American people; develop new and
improved technologies for managing
our Nation’s agricultural water resources; and evaluate ways to improve the
health of soil resources within agriculture landscapes. Our goal is to provide
our customers and stakeholders with
the practices, tools and decision support systems needed to improve soil
and water conservation and water use
efficiency in agriculture; enhance water
quality and soil health; and prevent the
degradation of riparian areas, wetlands
and streams.
DW: What is the history of the National Sedimentation Lab’s
partnership with the Delta?
Locke: The NSL has a longstanding and close relationship with
Delta agriculture and life. Situated where we are, in the hills just east
of the bluff line that overlooks the Delta, we are highly cognizant
of the relationship that exists between upland hills and alluvial lowlands. After all, water runs downhill! The importance of agriculture
to the economy and life of the Delta provides a strong link that
synchronizes with our core mission. We interact daily with our customers and stakeholders who live in the Delta. The NSL has undertaken numerous research projects in the Delta of which I am aware
of for the past 50 years. For example, we have worked with the US
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) on a number of projects. One
of those, the Demonstration Erosion Control (DEC) began in the
1970s to evaluate performance of stream channel erosion structures
in unstable streams along the bluff line bordering the Delta. Another
partnership with USACE beginning in the early 1980s involved the

Delta Conservationist
environmental assessments of Delta lakes, such as Moon Lake in
Coahoma County. The NSL partnered with MSU, MDEQ, USGS,
YMD, NRCS and others on the Mississippi Delta Management
Systems Evaluation Area Project (MD-MSEA) from 1994 until
the early 2000s. MD-MSEA was a multi-agency project to assess
the environmental impact of agriculture on the water quality and
ecology of oxbow lakes in the Mississippi Delta. It was during that
period that Delta F.A.R.M. was organized, which enhanced our interactions with Delta producers who adopted conservation practices.
Then, we partnered with NRCS in the Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) beginning in 2003 to quantify the effects
of conservation practices in Beasley Lake Watershed, an oxbow lake
near Indianola in Sunflower County, Mississippi. Those are some
of the major projects, and I could go on, but that might stretch the
reader’s interest capacity. Suffice to say that each project means numerous meetings, daily runs of technical personnel to research sites,
and countless interactions with Delta people and those who are interested in the sustainability of the Delta.
DW: Please give the readers some in-depth insight on the injection project in Leflore County.
Locke: Agriculture has been tasked with meeting food, feed, fiber and fuel demands for an estimated 9.7 billion people by 2050.
From the local to continental scale, the call for the sustainability of
agricultural productivity is met with the challenge to improve and
protect environmental quality and even to provide environmental
services including recreation and aesthetics. Due to these demands
and prevailing agricultural practices, our Nation’s soil and water resources are continually being stressed. Projected changes in intensity,
duration and timing of wet and dry periods due to climate extremes
may further exacerbate the environmental impacts resulting from
agricultural crop production, requiring development of best management practices to address adverse impacts.
Close to home, the Mississippi River Valley alluvial aquifer (MRVAA) provides over 90 percent of the irrigation water used in the
Delta, with approximately 19,000 irrigation wells supplying water to
around 1.7 million acres of cropland. Reliance on groundwater has
resulted in consistent declines in aquifer water levels over much of
the region.
Researchers are exploring several avenues to address the decline
in aquifer water resources. Included in this assessment are improved
irrigation efficiencies, land management practices that conserve water and soil and use of surface water storage reservoirs. Each of these
strategies has advantages and disadvantages. For example, surface
water storage is subject to evaporative losses, requires large areas of
land, is subject to levee erosion issues, and challenges with efficient
water distribution. No strategy is without challenges, and no one
strategy is a total solution. It may require that Delta producers utilize
all of the options available to them in their toolbox.
The search for yet another option to address water resource issues
in the Delta led to Congressional support for USDA ARS to implement a project called the Groundwater Transfer and Injection Pilot
Project (GTIP). Led by the National Sedimentation Laboratory, the
primary objective of the GTIP is to test the feasibility of withdrawing groundwater from near a large river, transporting it away from
the site of withdrawal, and injecting the water into a depleted aquifer
area where it can be used later for irrigation. The subsurface sands
near large rivers are rapidly recharged with water from the river, providing a renewable source for groundwater that has been filtered by
moving through the sands. Water from surface sources, such as lakes
and rivers, may be contaminated by suspended solids or other con-

taminants that impede water movement and pollute groundwater.
The meandering rivers that formed the Mississippi Delta region
over many years resulted in a highly variable surface and subsurface
topography. This variability makes it difficult or impossible to predict how well the aquifer will accept recharge water. Therefore, testing is necessary to determine the extent and persistence of increases
in groundwater caused by water injection. The pilot project system
consists of an extraction well near the Tallahatchie river capable of
pumping water at 1500 gal/min 1.8 miles through a pipeline to two
wells that are each capable of injecting 750 gal/min directly into the
MRVAA. A network of monitoring wells at varying distances from
the extraction and injection wells will measure the effect of pumping
on water levels and quality.

Agriculture has been tasked with
meeting food, feed, fiber and fuel
demands for an estimated 9.7
billion people by 2050. From the
local to continental scale, the
call for the sustainability of
agricultural productivity is met
with the challenge to improve and
protect environmental quality...
The National Sedimentation Laboratory has contracted with the
USACE to build the GTIP pump and pipeline system. Construction is nearly complete, and it is anticipated that the pumping assessment phase of the project will begin in Fall 2020. The pumping
phase is projected to last about 9 months, but this might vary depending upon what we find.
So, in summary, what are we trying to determine with this project?
First of all, the feasibility of the concept. Will it work here? Other
questions include: How much recharge can the river supply? Is injection sustainable? What is the quality of captured water? What are
challenges to constructing and implementing a large-scale injection
feasible for the Mississippi Delta?
DW: Please comment on future areas of work with the Delta and
organizations like Delta Wildlife and Delta F.A.R.M.
Locke: The National Sedimentation Laboratory is fully engaged
in several current and future areas of work that greatly impact the
Delta, Delta Wildlife and Delta F.A.R.M. I have already described
the Groundwater Transfer and Injection Project. Another relatively
new effort is a project that we call the ARS Long-term Agroecosystem Research Project (LTAR). This project consists of a national
network of 18 ARS and university watershed sites across the continental US. As the name implies, this is a long-term project operated
at large field scales and involves a significant commitment of resources by ARS. We are looking at agricultural management systems
that we hope will push the envelope of sustainability for farming
operations. To gauge system sustainability, we are assessing as many
aspects as we can handle, including water balance, soil health, crop
response, soil erosion, greenhouse gas emissions and economics. The
Lower Mississippi River Basin is one of those 18 sites in the LTAR
national network, and the National Sedimentation Laboratory
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provides leadership and coordination for ARS research throughout
the basin, working with scientists in Stoneville, Miss., Houma, La.,
Jonesboro, Ark., and Portageville, Missouri.
Another major project is the on-going national CEAP-Watersheds Assessments Project that I described earlier. In this project where we partner with NRCS, we quantify measurable effects
of conservation practices on water quality, water availability and
soil health at the watershed scale. These studies provide in-depth
assessments of water quality and ecology benefits and are critical
to building the science base and understanding of processes and
conservation effects. In the Delta, we continue to work in Beasley
Lake south of Indianola, which is one of 16 watersheds in a national network.
National Sedimentation Laboratory scientists are working
closely with ARS scientists at the Sustainability Water Management Research Unit and Mississippi State University scientists to
plan and implement the research program at the National Center
for Alluvial Aquifer Research (NCAAR) in Stoneville. The mission of NCAAR is to conduct research and provide information
on issues surrounding water use for agriculture and natural resources in the Delta and provide leadership for water research
in the Lower Mississippi River Basin. NCAAR aims to produce
and communicate research directed at the conservation and sustainability of water resources for agriculture that include: developing water-efficient cropping systems, improving water capture,
improving water distribution systems and irrigation efficiencies,
use of water-saving irrigation management options and developing economic risk assessment tools that enable producers to identify profitable, water-efficient production options.
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BY SAM FRANKLIN

A

s we enter this hunting season, there are unprecedented
concerns that we have never had to think about. Safety
with family and friends is at the forefront of everyone’s
thoughts and for once it’s not just gun safety. New challenges that were presented in the first half of this year have changed
the way business is conducted even in the wildlife management profession. But, with all the distractions that we have, it is that much
more important to join the annual tractor and ATV/UTV migration
that occurs about August 1 of every year. While your to-do list at
camp is long, here are a couple of items that will need your attention
after you get the bush hogging, spraying and general clean up done.
Deer
Double and triple check the Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
regulations in the area where you hunt. Regulations change all the
time according to test results the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks (MDFWP) have been conducting throughout the year. Monitor their website and where your property lies in
regards to their regulations.
If you haven’t done so yet, go ahead and start your camera survey.
Here are some quick notes on how to properly conduct a survey: The
first step is to get a permit from the state. The next step is to prebait
camera locations for about 10 days or until you feel deer are coming
into the location consistently. When you think they’re consistent,

turn your camera on for 10 straight days while keeping the camera
locations baited up. At the end of the 10 days, pull the SD cards and
start counting. The Delta Wildlife staff will assist all members with
this process if they feel the need.
If you’re able and especially if you’re in a known, heavily infected
area, submit samples for the continued study of the CWD. There are
still a lot of unknowns, and we learn from every sample that comes
through the lab.
Take time with your consulting biologist even if you aren’t on
DMAP. Ride through the property and either bounce ideas off them
or listen to theirs about habitat improvement practices. There could
be any number of new practices or concepts that have been found to
work since your last site visit.
Ducks
Your hole is probably the most accessible that it will be all year
during late summer or early fall. So, now would be the time to either
install a new pit blind, conventional blind or a new pipe in order to
create a new hole.
There is still time to plant a fast-maturing food plot item especially if you can irrigate it. Golden millet, japanese millet or brown
top millet are all good fast maturating species and are fairly easy to
grow. Those species have about a 55- to 60-day maturity, which is
well before frost even if planted as late as September.
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Most importantly, check your gear. Make sure your decoys float,
boat runs and your waders don’t leak. It’s better to find out now than
when the water is freezing cold or the ducks are circling overhead
and your decoys sink.
Hogs
With the corn harvest beginning, there will likely be more hog
shooting opportunities as the hogs gravitate toward the easy food
left in the fields.
Delta Wildlife, in conjunction with Natural Resource Conservation Service, will be initiating a new feral swine control program in
the South Delta beginning in October. If you’re located in this area
and have issues with feral swine or would like additional information, feel free to call the office.

Turkey, Quail and Doves
Though the first dove season has passed, the second one may be
even better. Temperatures have begun cooling off and there are normally less hunters for the second season.
If you see any turkeys while you’re in the field, take note of their
body condition, the ratio of hens to gobblers to jakes and most importantly, location. This will give you a bit of an advantage when you
get started in the spring.
These are just a few things that may get you thinking about how
to improve your property and ultimately make it more enjoyable for
you and your family. Have fun with the work/improvement side of
the process. Some success is measured in work done or things created, such as a new food plot or duck hole. So, get out and create
something.
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Exclusive genetics with innovative traits,
technology and agronomic support —for

PROVEN PERFORMANCE,
SEASON AFTER SEASON.
Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship ® (ETS). Monsanto products are
commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with
Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops.
This product has been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems.
Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in
countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and
international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is
not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying
position for this product.
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. It is a violation of federal and state law to
use any pesticide product other than in accordance with its labeling. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba or
glyphosate are approved for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with XtendFlex®
technology. ONLY USE FORMULATIONS THAT ARE SPECIFICALLY LABELED FOR SUCH USES AND
APPROVED FOR SUCH USE IN THE STATE OF APPLICATION. May not be approved in all states. Contact the
U.S. EPA and your state pesticide regulatory agency with any questions about the approval status of
dicamba herbicide products for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with
XtendFlex® technology.
Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba.

GrowTheSouth.com
Cotton with XtendFlex® technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, dicamba
and glufosinate. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Dicamba will kill crops that
are not tolerant to dicamba. Glufosinate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glufosinate. Contact your
Bayer dealer or refer to the Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control programs.
B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed brand representative for the
registration status in your state.
Performance may vary from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather
conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible
and should consider the impacts of these conditions on the grower’s fields.
LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. Respect the Refuge and
Corn Design® and Respect the Refuge ® are registered trademarks of National Corn Growers Association.
Acceleron®, Asgrow and the A Design®, Asgrow ®, Bayer, Bayer Cross Design, DEKALB and Design®,
DEKALB ®, Deltapine®, Respect the Refuge and Cotton Design®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Xtend®
and VT Double Pro ® are trademarks of Bayer Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective
owners. ©2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. DP-19058-DW-BC-TRI

