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Chairman’s Message

Friendships Make
Productive Partnerships
BY JOHN MURRY GREENLEE

I

t’s no secret that in Mississippi, and especially in the
Delta, relationships matter. We live in a rural state
where everyone knows someone you know. But in
order to forge a relationship with those we do not
know, we must build trust among them. This often takes
time and effort that many are not willing to invest. At
Delta Wildlife, we have invested 30 years in building
trust and relationships that have yielded partnerships and
friendships across the country…with people, organizations, agencies and companies that have a mutual interest
in the viability and health of wildlife habitat and wildlife
populations in the Mississippi Delta and adjacent Bluff
Hills.
As a past President of Delta Wildlife and current
Chairman of the Board, I have had the opportunity to see firsthand the value of these
friendships and the effort that Board members and Staff take to forge them. There is no
doubt in my mind that this is one of the most important ingredients to Delta Wildlife’s
success as we have been able to do as much or more than many organizations with a
much larger membership and geographical footprint.
One example of this is Delta Wildlife’s efforts to improve waterfowl habitat. By working with the likes of the California Waterfowl Association, Delta Waterfowl, Ducks
Unlimited, National Shooting Sports Foundation and USA Rice Federation, huge gains
have been made in funding for private lands waterfowl management, in the Mississippi
Delta and the Prairie Pothole region where many of our ducks are born and raised.
Similarly, Delta Wildlife has forged relationships with big agricultural companies like
Bayer, Syngenta and others who help support the organization’s habitat seed program
that benefits the membership and many game species in the region.
I could go on with numerous other examples, but the message I’m trying to share is
quite simple. It is only through these partnerships that we are able to do so much for our
membership and the wildlife resources here in the Mississippi Delta. So, I encourage
each member of Delta Wildlife who recognizes our partners, sponsors and friends to
thank them for what they do to help all of us in the Mississippi Delta.
Sincerely,

John Murry Greenlee,
Chairman of the Board

Delta Wildlife News

2020 Delta Wildlife Committees

Membership

Bowen Flowers, Chairman
Austin Jones, Vice-Chairman*
John Howarth, Jr.*
John Murry Greenlee*
Pierce Brown*
Rance Morgan*
Rod Veazey*
Scott Flowers*
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Pete Hunter
Peyton Randolph
Randy Sewall
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Paul D. Dees, Chairman*
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Louie Thompson*
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Billy George Janous
Bob Eley
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Mark Fratesi
Michael Trotter
Pete Hunter
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Ray Crowell
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Jim Luckett, Chairman
John Murry Greenlee,
Vice-Chairman*
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David Young
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George Smith
John M. Dean, Jr.
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Reggie Dill
Sells J. Newman
Walton Gresham
Wynne Cox
* 2020 DW Board Members
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& Non-Game Species

Emily Carter, Chairman*
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Jim Luckett*
Mike Sturdivant, Jr.*
Sledge Taylor, III*
Dudley Stewart
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Walt Rogers III
Willie F. Brown
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and Public Relations
Emily Carter, Chairman*
Bill Kennedy, Vice-Chairman*
Hayes Dent*
Mike Sturdivant*
Sledge Taylor*
Andy Anderson
Ann Ruscoe
Bill Litton
Bobby Carson
Drew St. John
Kenner Patton
Kent Thornton
Kirk Malmo
Lia Guthrie
Sam A. Newsom
Scott Coopwood
Thomas E. Guillot, Jr.

Mourning Dove,
Bobwhite Quail & Small
Game
Bryan Jones, III, Chairman*
Bill Kennedy, Vice-Chairman*
Hal Barrett, III*
Mike Lamensdorf*
Scott Flowers*
Sledge Taylor*
Austin Frye
Austin Jones
B.T. Steadman
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Chip Upchurch
Dan Branton
David “Guy” Ray
Duncan Moore
Ed Moody
Erle West Barham
Grant Brabham
H.T. Miller, Jr.
Hunter Mitchell
Jay Janous
Jerry Stevens
Kirk Malmo
Lia Guthrie
Mark D. Morrison
Paul Padgett
Ralph Owens, Jr.
Sells J. Newman
Pat Patton

Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin
Travis Satterfield
Tripp Hayes
Tucker Miller III

Waterfowl
Randy Sewall, Chairman
Allan Grittman, Vice-Chairman*
Bill Kennedy*
Gibb Steele*
Louis Lambiotte*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Terry Dulaney*
Andy Anderson
Arthur Abercrombie
Austin Frye
Austin Jones
B.T. Steadman
Billy George Janous
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bryan Jones
Burke Fisher
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Charles M. Merkel, Jr.
Chip Upchurch
Craig Rozier
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David Branham
David Coon
Drew St. John
Duncan Moore
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Floyd Anderson, Jr.
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Fred Poindexter
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Grant Brabham
H.T. Miller, Jr.
Hunter Mitchell
James McArthur, Sr.
Jason Beasley
Jay Janous
Jerry Stevens
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Joe Oglesby, Jr.
John Green
John M. Dean, Jr.
John Montfort Jones
John Nowell
Kirk Erickson
Kirk Malmo
Kit Stovall
Peyton Randolph
Rodney Tharp
Russ McPherson
Smith Stoner
Steve Gelvin
Strider McCrory
Ted Connell
Teddy Morrow

Thomas Lusco
TJ Mallette
Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin
Travis Satterfield
Trip Braund
Tucker Miller III
Wade Litton
Will Jones
Will Long
William McNamara
WP Brown

White-tailed Deer &
Eastern Wild Turkey
John Murry Greenlee, Chairman*
Austin Jones, Vice-Chairman*
Louie Thompson*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Will Choate*
Alex Gates
B. Jones
Bart Freeland
Bill N. Lowther
Bobby Carson
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bruce Leopold
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Craig Rozier
Dan Branton
David Young
Dudley Stewart
Duncan Moore
Ed Robinson
Floyd Anderson, Jr.
Gus Pieralisi, Jr.
James C. Robertson, III
Jason Meyer
Jay Janous
Jimmy Donahoo
Joe Alderman
Kit Stovall
Lewis “Mac” McKee
Louis Hoop
Mark Sledge
Mattson Flowers
Peyton Randolph
Pittman Edwards, Jr.
Robert Dale, Jr.
Rodney Tharp
Sha Sory
Smith Stoner
Steve Garrett
Strider McCrory
Teddy Morrow
Tom Tollison
Tucker Miller III
Will Redditt
Will Weathers
Will Young
William Deviney
Wynne Cox
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Delta Conservationist

Delta Wildlife News

Delta Wildlife Board Member Highlight

Louis Lambiotte
BY AMY TAYLOR

MS Delta Feral Swine
Abatement Program

T

he U.S. Department of Agriculture announced November 2019 the awarding of $1.5 million to fund a pilot
project to control feral swine in Mississippi. The Mississippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement Pilot Project as
it will be known is slated to begin Oct. 1, 2020, and will be active
until October 2023.
This project and others awarded across nine states are part of
the Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program (FSCP)
— a joint effort between USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service to help
address the threat that feral swine pose to agriculture, ecosystems
and human and animal health.
“Feral swine cause significant damage to crop and grazing lands,
while also impacting the health of our natural resources,” said
NRCS State Conservationist Kurt Readus. “By collaborating with
our partners nationally and here in Mississippi our hope is to control and eradicate this invasive species – improving operations for
farmers while also protecting our natural resources for the future.”
NRCS and APHIS are working with Delta Wildlife, Inc., on
the pilot project in Mississippi to deliver NRCS funded assistance
to producers for eradiation and control activities. Collaboration in
the pilot area will provide outreach, training opportunities, trap
distribution, monitoring and evaluation. Activities will also allow
efforts to focus on their eradication and control of feral swine by
educating landowners and providing tools/equipment that can be
used after the project has ended.
NRCS, APHIS and the Mississippi State Technical Agriculture
Committee worked together to define the critical areas to be considered for projects within the state. The Mississippi pilot project
runs from 2020 to 2023. Participating counties will consist of Issaquena, Sharkey, Warren and Yazoo.
The purpose of the Mississippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement
Project is to 1) reduce feral swine populations and 2) reduce impacts
of feral swine in the project area. Thirty-one percent of the 1.5
million acre project area is in row-crop production. The balance
of acres is in forest and conservation lands, which is home for one

6

Delta Wildlife

|

SUMMER 2020

of the densest populations of feral swine in the State of Mississippi. The annual impact this feral swine population has on cropland
exceeds $60 million annually. This project will provide support to
existing USDA Wildlife Service feral swine management activities
in the project area as well as provide technical and direct assistance
to private landowners in the project area to actively trap and remove
feral swine.
Private landowners seeking assistance will request services
through their respective Soil and Water Conservation District offices in the project area. A Mississippi Association of Conservation District project coordinator will then interview landowners to
document damages and assign priority for management activities.
Delta Wildlife will work directly with landowners to implement
management activities. Each cooperating landowner will receive
trap training and other partners will coordinate area wide feral
swine trap training and education efforts. Success of the project
will be measured by the total number of feral swine removed from
the project area and reduction of associated feral swine damage.
If you would like more information on the Mississippi Delta Feral Swine
Abatement Pilot Program, please contact Jody Acosta via email at jody@
deltawildlife.org or by calling the Delta Wildlife office at 662-686-3370.

V

icksburg native Louis Lambiotte has been a Delta
Wildlife advocate in the South Delta region since
joining the organization. A member of its Board of
Directors since 2018, he comments, “Delta Wildlife has expertise in numerous areas that benefit the landowner
and outdoorsman — whether in land preservation or wildlife
management. It is an incredible resource we have here, and I
will continue to spread that message to the people of the South
Delta.”
Surrounded by vast, prime hunting acreage, Lambiotte’s
love of the outdoors began as a child when he and his father
were invited on dove and deer hunts near Eagle Lake. Lambiotte says, “As my love for the sport began to grow, my father,
seeing my passion for the outdoors, bought a share for us in
Tri-County Hunting and Fishing Club in Issaquena County.”
Later, his family acquired additional land just across the
Mississippi River from their own in Louisiana, where he began developing the property for recreational use. “I was sort of
winging it, not really knowing how to maximize the land’s full
potential,” says Lambiotte. It was then that close friend and
hunting buddy, John Murry Greenlee, introduced him to the
Delta Wildlife organization. “I was amazed at the number of
services they offered and how many trained professionals they
had in so many different areas —
and at no cost to the landowner.
As I moved into purchasing and
developing properties in Mississippi, I began to lean on Delta
Wildlife for direction in properly managing a property.”
Also, Lambiotte was part of
a group that purchased Henderson Island, formerly Willow
Point. He implemented successful conservation practices there
before turning his most recent
efforts toward developing land
in Humphreys and Yazoo Counties. “Under the direction of Delta
Wildlife, it has been really exciting
trying to maximize and develop
these properties by using various
methods, such as tree planting and
creating waterfowl impoundments
— all with the assistance of Delta
Wildlife,” he says.
A graduate of the University of Mississippi in 1998 with a degree
in Business, Lambiotte currently serves as Vice President of Falco
Chemical, Inc., operating on the Port of Vicksburg. In addition
to serving on the Delta Wildlife Board of Directors, Lambiotte

was recently appointed to the Warren County Port Commission, which develops business and industry along the river in Warren
County. Members of the First Presbyterian
Church of Vicksburg, Lambiotte and his
wife, Stacey, are the parents of two sons, Lanier (age 11) and Leyton (age 6).
“My boys are starting to really enjoy all
aspects of hunting. They are excited every
time we’re together in the outdoors, whether it’s riding on the Ranger or actually
hunting. While Lanier is more interested
in dove hunting, Leyton just wants to hunt
everything I do!” he laughs. “That’s really what it’s all
about — opportunities to spend time with your family while preserving the land for them to enjoy, as well as teaching them the
preservation and conservation practices that will benefit future
generations.”
SUMMER 2020
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Delta Fauna
ish-green with no black on the head
or back with light black wings that
are trimmed with yellowish-white at
the leading edge of the flight feathers. Its song is a varied series of whistles with occasional chattering mixed
in. The Orchard’s diet consists of
insects and nectar from flowering
plants and then switches to fruits
during the fall. Their nest is a typical
oriole nest consisting of an elaborate
woven hanging basket suspended
from a forked branch. Inside 4-6
light blue with dark mottling eggs
are deposited at least once a season.
PHOTOS BY BILL STRIPLING

Orchard Oriole

Birds of Summer

Yellow-throated
Vireo

Yellow-throated Vireo

The Yellow-throated Vireo is one of several species of Vireos that call Mississippi home during the
summer months. A small warbler-sized bird that
is more robust in size in the chest and head. Aptly
named, this bird has a bright yellow throat, chest and
patches around the eyes often referred to as spectacles which contrasts the olive-green head, white belly
and gray wings. The song resembles its relative, the

Red-eyed Vireo, with a slower 2-part whistle with
the handle three eight…pause…three eight. This bird
inhabits thickets, forest edges and open woodlands
across Mississippi. They primarily glean insects from
mid-canopy trees and sporadically feed on small
fruits and seeds. For nesting, these birds produce a
small suspended cup-shaped nest placed in a forked
branch 20 feet or higher in the canopy. Three to five
white eggs with scant markings are laid once a season.

Adam T. Rohnke
is a Senior Wildlife
Extension Associate
for Mississippi
State University.
He holds degrees
in forest resources,
wildlife and natural
resource science and
environmental
studies. He is a
Certified Wildlife
Biologist®, certified
Mississippi burn
manager, certified
trapper with the
Fur Takers of
America and an
avid outdoorsman.
He resides in
Clinton, Mississippi,
with his wife, Angel,
and son, Oren.

BY ADAM T. ROHNKE

Heron

Little Blue Herons are just that – a smaller and sleeker “cousin” of the Great Blue Heron standing at just over 2 feet tall.
Adult Little’s have deep bluish-gray body, wings and bill that
beautifully contrasts with their purple-maroon head, nape and
neck. Interestingly, the juveniles are snow-white in color except for their bill, eyes and legs, which are the same color as the
adults. This bird can be found across the state near water bodies
including wetlands, rivers, lakes, oxbows and ponds. They stalk
and stab their prey, which includes a wide variety of fish species,
crustaceans, amphibians and aquatic insects. Their vocal display,
like other herons, is a series of croaks and squawks sometimes
intermixed with audible snapping of their bills. Little Blues
build stick nests approximately 2 feet wide in trees and bushes
in the mid-canopy often in flooded timber with other species
of herons and egrets. Their nest consists of 3-4 pale green eggs.

Orchard Oriole

Little Blue Heron

Orchard Orioles are a relatively common summer resident
across Mississippi. They can be found in open woodland areas,
parks, large yards with trees, orchards and along riverbanks. The
adult male oriole displays a jet-black head, throat, back, wings
and tail feathers which contrast with a burnt orange chest, belly
and broad bar at the crook of the wings. The female is yellow-
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Beyond the Birds

“Somewhere in the
world, it’s always duck
season — even in the
most remote, wild,
pure destinations on
the planet.”

BY AMY TAYLOR

F

GETDUCKS.COM

While happiness may be a heavy duck strap,
the experience of hunting Argentina’s most
remote wetland is like stepping back into the
19th century, giving Ramsey a true sense of self.
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His passion for hunting was spawned in the Mississippi
Delta where he enjoyed quality time spent with his grandfather who introduced him to fishing on Lake Ferguson as
well as the pageantry of dove hunting near Inverness. When
Ramsey reached junior high, his family moved from Greenville to Jackson, but he continued down the path, explaining, “I’ve always been enamored with outdoor adventures.”
Throughout college at Mississippi State University, where
he received a degree in Forestry and Wildlife, he first began
exploring hunting venues by working on a massive ranch
along the Mexico border. He then had opportunities to hunt
with friends in the United States and began dreaming about
hunting Canada. However, he attributes his resolute focus
on the sport to a life-altering event.
When Ramsey was nearly 16 years old, he was involved in
a near-death explosion. “I was cleaning paint brushes when
the pilot light ignited the fumes. I remember the ambulance
ride and was given an 8 percent chance of survival. I fell off
into a black hole from May to November.” He continues,
“Through the many months and years of healing, my perspective on life changed. This life is full of uncertain, critical moments, but I’ve realized that it’s all about your attitude
and how you react to those moments.”
“In college, my goal was simply to wear a brown uniform
and work for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to make this
world a better place. After graduate school, some friends and
I hunted migratory Canada geese in Alberta. We returned
several times. The outfitter was impressed with the increasing number of people who came along and said he wanted
me to be his booking agent. From that exchange, I put a
very simple webpage up, and it slowly grew into something.”
He adds, “God guides you on this path of life—through my
upbringing, my injury and the people I’ve met.”
One such person was a client that has since become a close
friend. He encouraged him into podcasting, saying, “Ramsey, you’re among the biggest waterfowl conservation voices
in the industry. I’ve hunted three continents with you and

GETDUCKS.COM

or Ramsey Russell, duck hunting is about the passion, the quest, the authenticity of
adventure. The Delta native and owner of GetDucks.com explains, “Somewhere in
the world, it’s always duck season — even in the most remote, wild, pure destinations
on the planet. Of course, there are ducks galore in many places we hunt, some
incredibly unique species; but for me, it’s not about collecting trophies or accruing numbers, it’s
about collecting experiences.”

A 40 square-mile piece of volcanic rock smack in the middle of the Bering
Sea produces real North American gems in January. This hunt epitomizes
true adventure hunting for king eiders, harlequins, more.
want to see more. You may think you’re just duck hunting,
but your stories make people think waterfowl conservation
beyond their own back yards.”
Since turning his passion into a full-time business during
the past two decades, Ramsey has traveled six continents in
search of authentic duck hunting experiences for serious duck
hunters. It keeps him traveling for as many as 225 days per
year. In 2003, he launched his brand, GetDucks.com, about
which he comments, “Selling duck hunting is our business,
and we have developed a very credible reputation. We leave
no stone unturned while searching for the best outfits across
the globe. We personalize each hunt, tailor-made for each
client. We are always accessible, personally answering the
SUMMER 2020
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American Alligator
BY THOMAS H. COOKE

GETDUCKS.COM

phone when you call, and if we can control it, we do.
“Whether braving the Bering Sea for king eiders, experiencing a
‘Honeymoon Hunt’ in Mexico; immersing yourself in the massive
wetlands of Azerbaijan or the highly interpersonal atmosphere of
Australia; lodging in a Pakistani palace or sleeping in traditional
Mongolian gers, delivering supreme duck hunting experiences is
not just what we do; it’s all we do.” Ramsey adds, “My personal
bucket list increasingly focuses on the many waterfowl subspecies
and diverse, regional hunting traditions throughout North America. But my favorite place on earth is an extremely remote 130-square
mile marsh in Argentina, the foremost duck hunting destination in
all the world. Hunting this particular place is like stepping back
into the late-1870s. It’s where my ashes will be scattered.
“I often think back about my grandfather. He instilled in me his
love of hunting, but things were so different back then. I remember
telling him that I was going to major in Forestry & Wildlife, and
he, being a lawyer, told me there were only three degrees I should
consider: business, medicine or law.” Ramsey reflects, “They were
such practical people in his day, having lived through the flood of
’27 and the Great Depression. They were not only shooting for
sport and enjoying the camaraderie, but they were also putting supper on the table. He plucked all of his birds. If he shot a banded
duck, he’d say it was just a government tag and toss it. And I’m
certain he couldn’t fathom today that we can actually get on an
airplane 365 days a year and land somewhere in the middle of a
duck season!
“Most importantly, duck hunting is about spending quality time
with the people you care about and sharing profound moments. It’s
about those moments of connection between the volleys — connection with your family, connection with nature,” he says. Traveling
the globe in search of ducks has also allowed Ramsey the opportunity to connect to and embrace people of all cultures. “The people
all over the world that I work with in my year-round quests are of
all colors, creeds and cultures. We treat each other with respect
and honor. Whether poor servants or feudal lords, we form strong
bonds. In those moments, we’re all just duck hunters.”
“I tell my three kids, ages 18 to 22, to find a job they have passion for and to find their niche. It may have been a crooked path to

History lessons beyond the classroom: oldest son, Forrest, and Ramsey
hoist heavy Canada goose limits in eastern Wyoming, at the precise
location that the American Indian Wars began.
discovering the most desirable duck hunting locations in the world,
but I have found my niche. I have found my voice in conservation
creating a narrative that promotes hunter-conservationists.” He
concludes, “Our first short-film episode was filmed in Australia.
While standing knee deep in the marsh, enjoying an incredible
hunt for Australian hardheads, I realized it was exactly 36 years to
the day since the explosion. I had never really talked much about
it but began sharing the story with my Australian friends. We got
all choked up, then laughed it off. Someone asked, ‘So, what’s the
most important lesson you’ve learned?’ I thought a minute and
came up with the words that have become the very cornerstone of
who I am: Life’s short. Get Ducks.”

T

he American Alligator is one of the many defining fauna of southeastern American ecosystems. These creatures are large, generally
known to grow to be roughly 9 to 12 feet long
when mature, and their skin is rough and dark, what
someone might imagine a dinosaur to have. They can
weigh 300 to 400 pounds on average. This large lizard
also happens to be an apex predator, consuming all types
of animals such as fish, birds, turtles, snakes and even the
occasional pet.
Places that an American Alligator often inhabit include freshwater environments such as rivers, lakes,
swamps and marshes. While American Alligators may
not live in saltwater, they can thrive in brackish water
found in coastal marshes.
Alligators are extremely well adapted to swimming
and have evolved to swim upwards of 20 miles per hour.

On land, these creatures can still pull off an impressive 11
miles per hour running speed despite their awkward and
stubby looking limbs.
When spring comes around, the American Alligator
will have begun its mating season, by which the males
will emit a deep roar to attract females to them so they
can mate. The females of the species create a large nest
out of vegetation to lay their eggs after they have mated.
They can lay up to 90 eggs and will aggressively protect
the nest, making the female American Alligator one of
very few reptiles who display protective maternal behaviors. Once the young alligators have matured in their
eggs, they make a high-pitched call to the mother to signal her to remove the nesting materials. Once hatched,
the young alligators will live in groups called “pods” as
a form of early defense against predators, who generally
take up to 80 percent of the young.

Ramsey Russell is a certified wildlife biologist and owner of GetDucks.
com, a full-time, full-service agency specializing in worldwide trophy
duck hunting adventures. His weekly podcast is Duck Season Somewhere.
Visit GetDucks.com for hunt offering details and much more.

Delta Wildlife News

Parker Frew Joins the Delta F.A.R.M.
and Delta Wildlife Staff

Parker
Frew
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that advance cover crops, soil health, water quality and
irrigation efficiency. Parker will also be putting his wildlife management training to work as the lead on Delta
Wildlife’s Wetland and Feral Swine Management Project
for WRP landowners.
“With his wildlife background and knowledge of
NRCS conservation programs, we believe Parker will be
a good fit for both Delta F.A.R.M. and Delta Wildlife,”
stated Bubba Simmons, Delta F.A.R.M. Chairman and
Washington County producer.
Outside of work, Parker is an avid fisherman and dedicated husband to his wife Christin Manor of Hollandale,
Mississippi. He and Christin reside in Greenville.

JOE MAC HUDSPETH, JR.

G

reenville, Mississippi native Parker Frew is the
newest member of the Delta F.A.R.M. and Delta
Wildlife staff. Parker joined the team this June
after working for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in Washington County as a Soil Conservationist Technician for the past two years. Prior to his
employment at the NRCS, he received a degree in Environmental Science with a Wildlife Management concentration from Delta State University.
Parker will be putting his soil conservation skills to
work by serving as project manager for several Delta
F.A.R.M. projects. Among these projects, his focus will
be working with farmers to increase adoption of practices
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Delta Wildlife News

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Proposes Rule
on Cormorant Management

T

he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has announced a proposed
rule and associated draft environmental impact statement
(DEIS) to responsibly manage conflicts associated with double-crested cormorants in the United States.
Cormorants are fish-eating birds that can have negative impacts
on wild fisheries, fish hatcheries and aquaculture facilities, resulting
in substantial economic impacts and human health hazards. These
impacts can also be felt at our nation’s National Fish Hatchery System, which contributes to many conservation efforts as well as angling opportunities for our nation’s 58 million recreational anglers
and associated economies. Double-crested cormorants are protected
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act making any lethal control of
these birds illegal without explicit authorization.
“This is the latest in a series of actions the USFWS is taking to
balance native wildlife by responsibly managing double-created cormorant populations under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,” said Aurelia Skipwith, USFWS Director.
The rule proposes to establish a new special permit for state and
federally recognized tribal wildlife agencies to undertake additional
cormorant control activities when permissible. States and tribes must
first attempt control using nonlethal methods and determine that
those methods are ineffective before resorting to lethal control. The
activities allowed under the special permit would include controlling
cormorants to help reduce conflicts with wild and publicly stocked
fisheries on state or tribal-owned lands. In addition, states will have

more flexibility to manage cormorants at state or tribal-owned hatcheries and release sites.
Under this new proposal, a new special permit for interested states
and tribes would complement existing measures to address conflicts
with cormorants to protect human health and safety, personal property and threatened and endangered species.
The USFWS published advance notice of proposed rulemaking
in January and announced their intent to prepare a DEIS as part of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. The public
provided input, and the service considered all comments in developing this proposed rule. A summary of those comments is included in
the DEIS.
“The Association supports the development of a rule that would
provide the needed flexibility for state and tribal fish and wildlife
agencies to effectively manage cormorants,” said Secretary Kelly Hepler of South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks and President of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. “We look forward to working with our federal partners to balance conservation responsibilities
while working to reduce human-wildlife conflict.”
The proposed rule was published in the Federal Register on June
5, opening a 45-day comment period until July 20. The notice and
DEIS will be available at http://www.regulations.gov, Docket Number: FWS-HQ-MB-2019-0103 and will include details on how to
submit your comments. Further information is available at https://
www.fws.gov/regulations/cormorant/.
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WHERE YOU DON’T
JUST CATCH FISH,
YOU CATCH UP.
R E C R E AT I O N A L L A N D
FINANCING

P R O U D LY S ERVI N G N O RT H MI S S I S S I P P I I MS LAN D BAN K. CO M I

GREENVILLE STEEL SALES
Full Ser vice Steel & Fabr ication

Final Environmental Assessment for Genetically Engineered
Crops on National Wildlife Refuges in the Southeast

T

he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has finalized the draft
Programmatic Environmental Assessment for the potential
use of genetically engineered crops on national wildlife refuges in the southeastern United States.
The National Wildlife Refuge System, the public lands network
managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, employs a number
of wildlife management practices to deliver specific conservation
objectives on each of the nation’s 568 wildlife refuges. The use of
genetically engineered crops by farmers on refuges in the Southeast
Region can help refuge managers meet the purposes of the refuge
and provide wildlife forage for birds and other wildlife. Supporting
waterfowl populations is a priority for southeastern refuges.
Most refuges that use agriculture as a management tool do so in
cooperation with local farmers in order to meet our habitat and wildlife management objectives. In exchange for use of the land, growers
leave a percentage of the crops in the field as forage for wildlife.
Cooperative farming is an effective, cost-efficient way for refuges to support waterfowl populations, which provide opportunities
for hunting, wildlife observation and photography, and are an in-
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dication of a healthy wetland environment. The use of genetically
engineered crops reduce the number and amount of pesticides used
in refuge agricultural practices. Insect-resistant crops, such as Btcorn, can eliminate or substantially reduce the need for pesticides
used to control corn earworms, corn borers and corn rootworms.
The USFWS limited the use of genetically engineered crops on
refuges in 2014. As a result, some refuges were no longer able to
provide the same amount of forage. In situations, the use of genetically engineered crops is essential to meet the purposes of the
refuge and the energy needs of birds and other wildlife. Therefore,
in 2018, the USFWS announced an update allowing for the reconsideration and possible use of genetically engineered crops.
Next steps include a court ordered 90-day waiting period before
initiating the use of genetically engineered crops on refuges. In theory, they could be used as early as September, but in reality planting
won’t begin until spring. However, this timing allows for cooperative farmers to order seeds for spring planting.
Learn more and download a copy of the final assessment at
https://sites.google.com/site/fwsregion4gmcpeis/home.

USED PIPE
12” TO 36”
Flashboard risers, culverts,
well casings ,
Tail water recovery systems
DELIVERED TO YOUR FARM
We will weld ‘em up, you just
drop ‘em in!

FREE DELIVERY

1715 North Theobald
Greenville , MS 38703
Open 7:30am—4:30pm
Monday—Friday
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Delta Fauna

Targeting Large Flathead Catfish
BY STEELE HENDERSON
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ishing is a sport that over the years
has consumed a large portion of
my life. I love to fish for a variety of species, such as largemouth
bass, crappie, bowfin, gar, carp and catfish
using a wide range of methods. Although I
love to fish for everything, what really fires
me up is big flathead catfish, also referred
to as yellow cats, mud cats, goujon, tabby
cat, appaloosa cat or opelousas. The flathead catfish name is derived from the shape
of its head; it has a shovel-like flattened
head with wide-set eyes looking up.
The flathead catfish is chased by a devoted following of anglers throughout the
United States for both sport and food. To
prove successful in the pursuit of these fish,
you must first understand the biology of
the flathead, such as its habitat, feeding
patterns and diet. Understanding this will
allow for better insight into where the fish
are located and what bait to use.

“Once you catch a
giant flathead, you
are hooked for life!”
Although found in both lakes and rivers, flatheads are typically considered a
river fish. They are most abundant in large
slow-moving pools with decreased silt
deposition over a hard bottom. Flatheads
also love cover during the day seeking
refuge under logjams, in submerged logs,
fallen trees or cavities within the banks.
When the sun begins to fade, the flatheads
will then leave these sanctuaries to go on
the prowl in more shallow waters. When
they reach these shallow waters, they will
find a plethora of shad, sunfish and other
catfish. Recognizing this behavior of flatheads through the years has allowed for my
friends and me to be far more successful
using our favorite methods known as a limb
lining or bank poling.
These limb lines consist of a length of
trotline (depending on the depth of the water) tied to a weight with a 14 to 18-inch
leader, which is connected to an 8/0-12/0
circle hook. Bank poles have essentially the
same concept as the limb lines, the only
difference is the pole takes the place of the
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limb. Having a few of these in the boat can
never hurt, as you will often find yourself
looking at what you know is a flathead
feeding ground and have nothing to tie too.
Over the years I have learned to always
be prepared and have what we need on
hand. When setting lines, it helps to have
two to three people, preferably three. One
person to drive the boat, the second person on the front of the boat with a probing
rod (I typically use a broken fishing pole)

finding shallow shelves in 2 to 6 feet of water where flatheads feed habitually in the
evening. Lastly, the third person helps to
retrieve bait from the live well. We typically use bullhead catfish or live shad for bait,
which has proved to be successful over the
years. I usually set 20 to 30 lines and check
them every 6 to 8 hours, which is plenty if
they are set in the proper locations. I tell
everyone, “once you catch a giant flathead,
you are hooked for life!”
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Delta Wildlife Member Highlight:

Clay Adcock
BY AMY TAYLOR

T

hey say that big things come in small packages, and
from the tiny hamlet of Holly Bluff, Mississippi, some
mighty big voices have been amplified, serving as a catalyst for a solution to the devastation of flooding in the
South Delta. A leading voice in the effort is Delta Wildlife member
Clay Adcock.
Born and raised in Holly Bluff, Adcock graduated from Ole Miss
with a degree in Accounting and worked in Houston, Texas, for two
years with the Houston Light & Power Company. Afterwards, he
moved back home to farm, and as a landowner and wildlife enthusiast, has called upon the expertise of Delta Wildlife since its inception
to enhance wildlife and waterfowl habitat through programs such
as pipe installation. In addition to Delta Wildlife, he is a member
of Delta Council. He and his wife, Paige, are also members of the
First Methodist Church of Yazoo City and are the parents of three
grown sons.
On their family farm, Adcock has planted cotton, soybeans and
corn each of the past 34 years — until last year. “No question, 2019
was a devastating year in the South Delta, where we have had about
545,000 acres, of which 220,000 is cropland. These acres have been
flooded 19 out of the past 22 months.” He continues, “The South
Delta flooding has been tragic for this area. Foremost, the initial
impact of the flooding meant that human lives were lost, and the
normally abundant wildlife was decimated. The flooding squelched
the farming industry here and it will take years for the wildlife habitat to be restored. It has affected the South Delta’s entire ecosystem
— from deer to quail to alligators and even the butterfly and bird
populations — the circle of life, if you will.
“When it became evident the flooding that began in September
and October of 2018 was projected to break records in 2019, we
decided that at the very least, we must have meetings to inform the
residents of the South Delta. After all, lives were being lost, and people were losing their homes, their crops and their businesses,” he says.
“After a very informative first meeting held at the Holly Bluff Baptist Church, our group held similar town meetings in Valley Park,
Rolling Fork, Eagle Lake and Vicksburg. Trey (Cooke) of Delta
Wildlife was asked to speak at a meeting at the Cary Methodist
Church where he gave a startling report on the serious and longterm effects of flooding on our wildlife. The people in the South
Delta then began to realize that this flood was preventable.”
Adcock explains, “The history of backwater flood control — installation of levees, gates and pumps — dates back to The Flood
Control Act of 1941 when congress authorized the building of four
backwater areas. One of those, The Yazoo Backwater Area, was the
result of a compromise between Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi to mitigate higher river stages that would result from Arkansas
and Louisiana abandoning the natural Eudora Floodway. Three of
the congressionally authorized backwater areas have levees, control
structures and pumps. Mississippi‘s Yazoo Backwater area only has
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Featured Cover Crop Mix
BY JC CLEMENTS

C

over crop use has increased year after year in production
agriculture throughout Mississippi as well as most of
the country. Using a mix of different cover crops instead of a monocrop can help increase soil health. Having a mix of different plants growing also helps attract wildlife like
whitetail deer that prefer to feed on new growth. The following
recommended mix will be of a grass and two legumes.

Austrian Winter Pea

to grow and have a very fast germination. When in a mix, winter
peas should be broadcast at 30 pounds per acre.

Cereal Rye

levees and structures, but not the third key component — pumps to
remove excess rainwater at times when the Mississippi River is at
high stages. After receiving disinformation from some radical extremists, the pumps were vetoed in 2008 by the Environmental Protection Agency.” He continues, “Through this process, which began
in 2019, we have realized that much of the problem is due to this
disinformation, and we are working hard to set the record straight
with sourced scientific facts. I have met with numerous governmental officials and have presented them not only with the results of
the devastation and facts regarding the pumps, but also with 30,000
signatures of concerned residents and friends who are pleading for
the relief that the pumps will provide.
“Over the past year and a half, my entire energy has been spent
toward efforts to get these pumps completed. Hopefully by 2021, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will finish the Yazoo Backwater Project by beginning the installation of the pumping plant.” He stresses,
“This issue is imperative and absolutely critical to the survival of the
South Delta. Without these pumps, living in the south Delta and
beyond will be untenable.”

Cereal Rye
A good grass and base for your cover crop mix is cereal rye. Cereal rye is a cool-season annual and germinates very quickly. It is
highly preferred by deer and is very resistant to grazing pressure.
It produces a high-quality forage and crude protein is typically
around 20 to 25 percent. Cereal rye is also a very easy crop to manage, and it can tolerate soil acidity and manage low fertility better
than other grains. It is also very cold hardy as well as very drought
tolerant, allowing it to be grown anywhere in the country. Cereal
rye is best planted in Mississippi around September and October.
When using cereal rye in the mix, it is important to not over seed it
because it will take over and choke out the rest of the mixture. It is
recommended to broadcast 30 to 40 pounds per acre when in a mix
compared to 100 pounds per acre when planted alone.
Austrian Winter Pea
Austrian winter peas are a cool-season annual legume that is
highly attractive to whitetail deer and makes a great mix to your
cover crop. When planted alone, they sometimes do not survive due
to heavy grazing but works great when blended with other things.
Austrian winter peas are nutritious and extremely digestible to deer
as well; they can also provide forage for up to eight months. They
have crude protein level between 20-30 percent with the seed, stem
and leaves all browsed by deer. Austrian winter peas are very cold
tolerant and only moderately drought tolerant. They are fairly easy

Frosty Berseem Clover
Another good legume to add is the frosty berseem clover. Frosty
berseem clover is a somewhat new variety of berseem clover that
has been reported to stand temperatures in the single digits. People
used to have some problems establishing food plots with berseem
clover due to it being susceptible to winter kill, which led to the
frosty berseem clover. Frosty berseem clover is a cool-season annual legume, and it is relatively larger than most other clover. It
is highly preferred by deer and its crude protein levels are around
20-30 percent. It can also stay around and be available for deer to
graze until May or June. When used in a mix, it is recommended to
broadcast frosty berseem clover around 12 pounds per acre.

Frosty Berseem Clove
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BIBLICAL FLOOD CAUSES

Wildlife Apocalypse
IN THE SOUTH
BY PATRICK DURKIN

Outdoor Writer, Reporter and Freelance Columnist

Devastated Wildlife
William McKinley, deer program coordinator for the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, said the
Backwater’s 2019 fawn “crop” was devastated. So was the entire
turkey population. Agency biologists and researchers at nearby
Mississippi State University documented only four turkeys in
8,790 wildlife photos taken in October 2019 during a monthlong post-flood study using 300 trail-cameras. That study on
the Shipland Wildlife Management Area, one of seven WMAs
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T

urkeys starved in treetops. Ravenous raccoons killed
nesting turtles and newborn fawns. Countless other
wild animals perished during a record 219-day flood
last year in Mississippi’s Yazoo Backwater Project.
The Yazoo Backwater’s surrounding levees provided the only
high ground for displaced wildlife, but all those miles of manmade barriers provided little sanctuary throughout the unprecedented deluge. The Backwater, or South Delta, covers about
1,550 square miles of fertile valley in west-central Mississippi
north of Vicksburg, where the Yazoo River flows into the Mississippi River.
The Yazoo Backwater reached flood stage (87 feet) on Jan. 4,
2019, peaked at a record 98.2 feet on May 23, and stayed above
flood stage until Aug. 10. The flood’s crest coincided with the
region’s peak nesting and fawning periods, crushing populations of wild turkeys, whitetail deer and ground-nesting birds.
The Backwater’s floods also drowned two people, covered
three highways and swamped or destroyed 686 residences. The
seven-month flood caused at least $800 million in agricultural
losses and damage across half a million acres of farm fields.
When the stagnant waters finally receded in late summer,
residents and business owners returned to homes and buildings fouled by sewage, garbage, agricultural chemicals, snakes
and rotting animal carcasses. Unfortunately, sustained rain and
prolonged flooding returned this year, furthering the losses of
homes, property, croplands and wildlife.

that flooded, also estimated a 5 percent fawn survival rate.
The biologists conducted weekly deer surveys along a 26mile route on the Backwater’s southwestern levees. They regularly photographed emaciated deer and counted 503 dead
whitetails from mid-June to early August. They necropsied
deer when possible and attributed most deaths to starvation
and heat exposure. And because this is where Mississippi first
detected chronic wasting disease in February 2018, they also
collected tissue samples for CWD tests.
Much of the devastation occurred on levees flanking the Yazoo Backwater’s western border with the Mississippi River and
its eastern border with the Yazoo River. If this were an animal
horror movie, warning signs on the levees would read, “Abandon
hope all ye who enter here.” Everything that could fly, walk, crawl
or slither sought refuge on the containment walls. Once there,
they fought for food, shelter and shade—all of which were scarce.
McKinley said starving raccoons proved a nuisance and
nemesis to all. They honeycombed the levees by digging burrows for shelter, making it difficult for agency and university
biologists to walk without stepping into holes.
“I figured the raccoons would live up in the trees, but they

SUMMER 2020

|

Delta Wildlife

21

PHOTOS BY MARY CATHERINE BROOKS

settled into holes all across the levees and stayed,” McKinley said.
“You had to be careful where you stepped. Every 25 yards you’d
find a hole with a raccoon in it. We have no idea how many were
out there, but they were dying, too. They were in poor condition;
unkempt and unaware, and in really poor health. When they were
scavenging something, we’d get within 4 to 5 feet before they realized we were there.
”
Turtle Carnage
When the biologists weren’t dodging raccoons and their burrows,
they were driving or stepping around their means to survival.
“Empty turtle shells from red-eared sliders were everywhere,”

McKinley said. “There were thousands of them. One time we saw
three raccoons tussling over a big red-eared slider. All the female
turtles were on the levees. They had nowhere else to lay their eggs.
The raccoons figured them out quickly. They chewed off a rear leg,
reached up inside for the eggs, cleaned everything out, and moved on
to the next one. They picked them clean. Those turtle shells looked
like they’d been steam-washed.”
McKinley thinks raccoons also killed newborn fawns soon after
birth. Every pocket of shade held animals, so pregnant does couldn’t
seclude themselves when fawning.
“I can’t document it, but it looked like the raccoons just gathered
around the does and waited for fawns to drop,” McKinley said. “I

firmly believe that. The only broken bones were the fawns’ ribs, so
I doubt something bigger killed them and that the raccoons just
cleaned things up. All the bigger bones were chewed, not broken. All
the meat was picked clean.”
McKinley said those scenes were among the flood’s many unexpected sights and behaviors. During most floods elsewhere, deer flee
lowlands for the nearest hills and higher ground. Some deer from
the Yazoo Backwater probably did, too, but many did not. Those
remaining spent so much time in water that their hooves grew soft
with rot. McKinley also recalled counting 1,200 deer scouring a field
in 12 inches of standing water on a hot day, three hours before dark.
“We can’t explain why so many deer stayed,” McKinley said. “They
have ways to get out, but it’s not easy. On the other hand, assuming
some deer fled, if they had CWD they carried it to new areas. We
have lots of questions that will take a while to answer.”
McKinley said most songbirds also fled the Backwater, but there
was no escaping the stench of death and unique, unexplained oddities. Paper wasps, for instance, usually build their papier-mâché
nests just off the ground in low brush. But with floodwaters covering
brush and reaching far up trees and powerline poles, the wasps built
their volleyball-size nests on the powerline’s thick wires.
“We’d be driving along and see a wasp nest on a wire, and wonder why would they build there with trees everywhere,” McKinley
mused. “But then we’d see another nest, and another and another up
on the wires.”
Turkey Struggles
The Yazoo Backwater’s wild turkeys, however, left scant evidence
of their presence or passing. Adam Butler, wild turkey program coordinator for the Mississippi DWFP, said the area’s turkey flocks
had already declined much of the past decade because of frequent
flooding, but brood surveys in 2018 suggested a considerable boost
for the population.
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Unfortunately, last year’s flood made poult production impossible,
and Butler worries the flock lost the previous year’s gains, and maybe
more. He said turkeys couldn’t live and forage for long in treetops,
and can’t find food closer to the ground during floods. That’s not just
Butler’s opinion. He references research by Michael Chamberlain, a
recent guest on the MeatEater Podcast (Episode 214), who documented only one in five adult turkeys he monitored in 2011 survived
a month-plus flood farther south in the Atchafalaya Basin.
Chamberlain noted that turkeys move to higher ground if they
know it exists. But if that ground isn’t high enough to escape floodwaters, turkeys just keep searching their known turf until starving
to death. At least that’s what Chamberlain’s GPS-collared turkeys
showed.
Here’s how that went: A bobcat killed one hen the day the flood
began. Another hen lived 21 days, and a third disappeared. It’s unknown if the missing hen’s collar malfunctioned or got destroyed in
SUMMER 2020

|

Delta Wildlife

23

MARY CATHERINE BROOKS

JOE MAC HUDSPETH, JR.

Delta Fauna

the flood. The lone surviving hen found dry ground 29 days into the
flood as waters receded. The lone tom should have stuck with her. It
died in a water-inundated area 31 days into the flood.
“Turkeys aren’t like deer,” Butler said. “Turkeys typically stay near
home. They don’t know the land beyond the horizon.”
Butler said the Yazoo Backwater’s turkey flock typically isn’t large,
and usually cycles with regional flooding. The hatch booms to bolster the flock in years with short flood seasons, and busts in years
with heavy flooding. Adults typically endure because most floods
recede after two to three weeks. Insects and vegetation pop up soon
after, and life goes on.
Watery Trend
That pattern fell apart the past decade because of prolonged rains
and flooding. “Adult turkeys can’t survive in the trees’ canopy six to
seven months like we saw last year,” Butler said. “We expect their
survival in the Backwater last year was very low. It’s possible the
survivors might pull off a hatch this year, but it’s getting late [April
29] and the river is still at flood stage.”
The 2019 flood and its harm to people, property and wildlife aggravates a long festering debate in the Yazoo Backwater and extended Mississippi Delta system, which spans 200 miles from Vicksburg
to Memphis, Tennessee. Levees on the valley’s entire western edge
protect it from the Mississippi River’s floodwaters, and levees on its
southeastern side protect it from the Yazoo River’s floods. The land
mass in between covers nearly 4,100 square miles, slightly smaller
than Connecticut.
And here’s the scary part: All water and waterways within the
leveed valley have only one way out: a “bathtub stopper” called the
Steele Bayou Structure upstream from the Mississippi River. When
the Mississippi floods, the Army Corps of Engineers shuts the
Steele Bayou control gates to prevent floodwaters from backfilling
the Yazoo Backwater and larger Delta.
That’s no small task. By the time the Mississippi River reaches
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Vicksburg, it’s carrying 41 percent of the continent’s runoff, which
includes its own watershed starting in Minnesota; the Missouri River’s watershed starting in Montana; and the Ohio River’s watershed
starting in Pennsylvania.
When a swollen Mississippi River forces Steele Bayou’s floodgates to shut, residents pray that winter and spring rains stay away.
If they don’t, the Yazoo Backwater starts filling. Everything will be
fine if the Mississippi River recedes before the Backwater reaches
flood stage. If not, the 2019 scenario unfolds. That buildup began in
October 2018 with sustained heavy rains.
The Backwater’s original engineers considered such emergencies:
They would build a giant pumping station at Steele Bayou once the
structure was finished in 1969. To prevent disasters like 2019, those
pumps would evacuate rainfall trapped within the levees.
But the pumping station was never built. Funding squabbles between state and federal officials delayed construction for decades,
and then the Environmental Protection Agency ruled against the
pumps in 2008. Regional rainfalls since then have caused simultaneous flooding inside and outside the Backwater several times.
Conclusion
Meanwhile, hunting clubs, conservation organizations and the
Mississippi DWFP spent much of the 1980s and 1990s using the
Conservation Reserve Program and Wetland Reserve Program to
help improve the Delta area’s turkey habitat. Butler hopes all that
money and foresight wasn’t in vain.
“A lot of those trees are now 25 years old, and turkeys can probably start using those areas over the next five years,” he said. “We’d
like to get back to doing some trap-and-release to help re-establish
those flocks. It would make a great turkey woods if we give it the
needed time. That would be a real success story.”
This article was originally published on the MeatEater.com Blog, an
Outdoor Lifestyle Company.

The Whistlers of the Delta
BY PARKER FREW

G

rowing up my entire life in the Mississippi Delta, I
have always been fascinated by the vast diversity and
abundance of ducks that inhabit this area year-round.
Some species may live here only parts of the year, while
some inhabit the delta every single day. I love seeing fields full of
wintering mallards and cypress brakes packed full of every dabbler imaginable during the winter, but my absolute favorite thing
is seeing a species I have never seen before. One species that many
people have taken notice of in the Delta over the past few years is
the black bellied whistling duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis).
The black-bellied whistling duck, formerly called the black-bellied tree duck, is a whistling duck that breeds from the southernmost
United States and tropical Central to south-central South America.
In the United States, black-bellied whistling ducks used to be found
only in southernmost parts of Texas. Over the years, they have expanded their range, first to Florida and southwestern Louisiana. In
Mississippi, the species was first seen in 1985, and they first nested
in the state in 2003. The black-bellied whistling duck is an energetic
duck with a brilliant pink bill and an unusually long-legged profile.
They also are very distinguishable by their appearance and behaviors in the field. Scientists consider whistling ducks more closely related to geese and swans than to the “true ducks.” Whistling
ducks were formerly known as tree ducks, but only a few, such as
the black-bellied whistling duck actually perch or nest in trees. They
look most like ducks, but their lack of sexual dimorphism, relatively
long-term pair bonds and lack of complex pair-forming behavior

more resembles geese and swans. Black-bellies fly slowly in an almost shapeless formation. In flight, they show long necks, trailing
legs and broad wings. The most distinguishing feature is the contrasting black and white between the upper and lower wings. When
standing or perching, the most prominent features are the bird’s
black belly and sides, along with the red bill and pink feet.
Black-bellies breed during their first year of life, establishing lifelong pair bonds during their first winter. Nesting occurs from April
through August. Black-bellies nest in tree cavities and, similar to
wood ducks, also have adapted to nesting in boxes. Here in the Delta, black-bellies have taken very strongly to the wood duck boxes.
Where tree cavities are lacking, black-bellies will nest on the ground,
often in grasses at the base of small trees or shrubs. Females lay an
average of 13 eggs and both sexes incubate the eggs. Experiments
have revealed that removal of either the female or the male during
incubation results in abandonment of the nest. Apparently, participation of both the male and female is necessary for the nesting attempt to be successful.
The Delta may be home to dozens of species of ducks already, but
to see a new species on the rise is a great indication that conservation efforts are working in leaps and bounds. For another species to
be able to reap the benefits of conservation efforts right here in the
Delta is a great piece of motivation to keep conservation in the eyes
of everyone. I look around every day and see places we can continue
to improve habitats. With many years to come, we can all continue
to work hard and put in the time to better the world around us.
SUMMER 2020
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LOOKING FOR
THE PERFECT
PIECE OF LAND?
When it comes to financing rural land for hunting, fishing,
or just living, nobody can provide more rural loan
expertise than Southern AgCredit. So if you’re digging
the idea of owning land in the country, call us today.

The Best Financing in the Country

Begin.
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Improve.

Hunt.

Unwind.

SouthernAgCredit.com
(800) 449-5742

we believe in
giving you choices,
not limitations
When you talk to Syngenta, the conversation
is about you: your fields, your plans, your
challenges, your business.
Can we help you get better stands, fight
weeds and pests, and break through yield
barriers? With our industry-leading portfolio
in crop protection, seeds, seed treatments
and traits, the answer is usually yes.
But important as great products are, we
know that what really matters is helping
you succeed.

Just Because
Better

So we believe in giving you choices, not
limitations. Tools, not barriers. Collaboration,
not manipulation.

Send gift money easily
with Zelle® — right from
the Guaranty Bank
mobile app.

Let’s work together – toward your success.

Andy Jones, Chairman
Chris McGlawn, President
Will Nobile, Vice President
Andy Prosser, Secretary/Treasurer

© 2017 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo and Bringing Plant Potential to Life are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. www.syngenta.com

Houston Battle
Dan Bradshaw
Bobby Jones
Shorty Jones

Ben Pentecost
Ed Pentecost
Brad Phillips
Joe Oglesby, Director Emeritus

gbtonline.com
Zelle and the Zelle related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services,
LLC and are used herein under license. Terms and conditions apply.
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Delta Wildlife News

mississippi
is worth
fighting for.

Mississippi Timber Price Report
Row-crop commodity markets are the topic of many coffee shop
and tailgate discussions throughout the Delta. While not receiving as
much attention, the timber market is something that should be monitored and considered by forest landowners. Timber harvests, particularly in hardwoods, may occur in 10-15 year intervals and possibly
only 4-5 times throughout the life of a stand. This is drastically different from an annually harvested row crop in that harvest decisions
can have profound and long-lasting effects, both in tree composition
and growth, and in monetary returns.
Mississippi State University conducts a quarterly survey of stumpage timber prices in Mississippi. Stumpage price refers to the amount
a landowner will receive per unit of timber harvested. This price report is intended to serve as a general guide and provide a picture of
current market activity and how it relates to historic patterns. Specific management and harvest decisions should always be made in
consultation with a Mississippi Registered Forester. Past and present reports along with market commentary can be found at: http://
extension.msstate.edu/content/timber-prices-2013-present

At C Spire, we don’t do anything halfway, especially for our home state. When
AT&T sued to stop us from providing reliable service for public institutions and
saving taxpayers millions, we kept on fighting. Spoiler alert: We won.

TRENDS:
We are all facing uncertain times. We started 2020 with high
housing starts, the economy was doing well and unemployment
was low. Higher demand for wood products and another wet
spring resulted in higher timber prices to start the quarter. However, the COVID-19 pandemic dramatically changed things. Over 10
million people filed for unemployment within the last three weeks.
Many forest products industries have announced reductions in
production and capital expenditures to offset expected reductions
in home construction and demand for other forest products. However, store shelves are bare of most paper products (toilet paper,
paper towels, etc.). The forest industry has ramped up production
to meet this huge demand in those products. As we move into
the next quarter, expect to see most timber prices to decrease as
demand for most forest products have and/or will decrease until
this pandemic is over. Hopefully this will be a temporary downturn,
and our forest economy will rebound quickly.

We were the first to bring fiber to Mississippi homes, and we’re adding more every
month. We’re even delivering expanded network capacity now for faster data when
you need it most.

▶

▶ The 1st quarter statewide stumpage prices for pine products are

SO YOU BET WE’RE DOING MORE FOR MISSISSIPPI. THAT’S JUST WHAT WE DO.

* IND = Insufficient or No Data Reported
** Product classes are often subdivided into small, medium and large categories. Prices vary
according to size.

in Table 1, while hardwood products are in Table 2. The figures
reflect 10-year statewide average price trends. Compared to 4th
quarter 2019, statewide average prices decreased for most product classes except chip-n-saw and pine pulpwood.

The reduction in demand and oversupply issue are the main
contributors to low stumpage prices. North Mississippi prices
continue to trail south Mississippi prices because of fewer mills.
The housing market, while starting 2020 strong, has been dramatically reduced. Additionally, international demand for our forest
products continue to suffer impacts from tariffs and now because
of transportation issues.

▶
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* IND = Insufficient or No Data Reported
** Product classes are often subdivided into small, medium and large categories.
Prices vary according to size.

Source: 2019 prices are from Mississippi State University Extension.

DW ARCHIVES

▶ Until this pandemic is over, expect to see prices decrease. Hopefully the pandemic will end soon, and timber prices will rebound
quickly. Most forecasts expect a rapid positive response once it is
over. In the meantime, please practice social distancing and stay
healthy.

cspire.com
©2020 C Spire. All rights reserved.

Delta Flora

Delta Wildlife News

American Joint Vetch

WRP Feral Swine and Wetland Assistance
Program Still Open for Enrollment

(Aeschynomene Americana)

D

elta Wildlife has completed its first year of a four-year
partnership with USDA-NRCS and National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation on a multi-year project. The
project is designed to protect vegetation and hydrology
restoration on easements by trapping and removing feral swine and
enhancing habitat for migratory waterfowl by providing wetland
management plans and practice incentive payments to eligible landowners. Nearly 40,000 acres of wetlands have been enrolled with
$230,000 of landowner incentive payments made. However, there
are additional resources for others interested in participating.

JOE MAC HUDSPETH, JR.

DW ARCHIVES

BY SAM FRANKLIN

Wetland Program Participation
Enhancing wetland and waterfowl habitat on WRP moist soil
impoundments generally involves setting back vegetative communities to an early successional stage and adequately managing water.
After a wetland assessment is performed, a wildlife biologist from
Delta Wildlife will develop a wetland management plan for each
hydrology unit, prescribing management activities over the course of
a three-year schedule of operations. Wetland management activities
and subsequent incentives include:
 Early Successional Habitat Management – Disking - $21.34/
moist soil acre
 Herbaceous Weed Control – Chemical - $19.29/moist soil acre
 Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – Impound Water $7.34/water acre
The quantity and timing of management activities will depend
on the site assessment and current vegetative community characteristics. However, a general assumption is that most units will require one disking, two herbicide applications and retention of winter
water during all three contract years. Compliance requirements are
required annually to receive payment.
Feral Swine Program Participation
If hogs are your concern and you are interested in the feral swine
component of the program, a similar process as outlined above will
be followed for WRP landowners with feral swine damage. Assessments will be completed and Delta Wildlife will provide the landowner with a comprehensive feral swine management plan at no
cost to the landowner. If needed, Delta Wildlife will coordinate and
implement a feral swine monitoring plan. In cooperation with the
landowners, Delta Wildlife may also assist in trapping feral swine.
The trapping protocol includes setting up bait sites, securing bait
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and trapping permits from the Mississippi Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks, refreshing bait sites, monitoring bait sites with
remote game cameras, documenting actual number of feral swine
at the bait site, trap set up, trap monitoring, euthanization, proper
disposal of carcasses, removal of trap and the preparation of a monitoring and trapping report.
If no damage has been noted on the property, we will prescribe a
proactive monitoring approach to hopefully assist in being prepared
for if/when you begin to see feral swine on your properties. Again,
Delta Wildlife will assist in implementing this monitoring plan and
be there each step of the way to answer questions that may arise.
Enrollment
This application process will be for a continuous period until we
begin to approach maximum numbers as allowed by funding. WRP
and WRE landowners in Mississippi NRCS Area 4 (Bolivar, Coahoma, Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena, Leflore, Quitman, Sharkey,
Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and Yazoo
Counties) are eligible to participate.
Eligible landowners should visit www.deltawildlife.org and click
on the “WRP Duck & Hog Project” button. The application may
be filled out and submitted online, which is the preferred method.
Demand is expected to be high, so Delta Wildlife will process applications on a first come, first serve basis. If you have trouble with the
automated enrollment process, you may also contact Delta Wildlife
at 662-686-3370 or by email at parker@deltawildlife.org or jacosta@
deltawildlife.org to request assistance.
Delta Wildlife staff will coordinate with each landowner to perform an assessment for waterfowl habitat and/or feral swine damages,
depending on the request. We understand that recreational properties
are used during the winter, so we will not pressure you to come on
the property during the months of December and January unless you
want us to complete the site visit. Each application will then be ranked
to determine the level of technical or financial assistance that may be
available for each tract.
A management plan for wetland enhancements and/or feral swine
management will then be provided to the applicant. Wetland management plans will include dates for practices to be completed by,
compliance requirements and payment schedules. The feral swine
management plan will include best management practices tailored to
the individual property.

A

merican Joint Vetch is one of the few plants that is actually native to the southeastern United States and South
America but there are species varieties all over the world.
Vetch is a warm season annual or weak perennial plant
that is a legume and in the Fabacea family with soybeans and similar plants. The plant itself is naturally more associated with wetland
systems, but as cattle and wildlife professionals have discovered, it’s
a versatile plant and under the right management can do well on
most soil types.
Joint vetch (America) has many different common names but one
of the most interesting is Shyleaf. When touched, the leaflets actually withdraw and close. It’s not an instantaneous reaction but very
interesting natural response. Thornless Mimosa is another common
name, as the plants look like the introduced Mimosa tree. There is
also a smell associated with vetch that is distinctive and generated
from the glands at the base of the leaflets.
As for management and production, again if properly managed,
vetch can get 5 to 6 feet tall. As most legumes do, the plant fixes
nitrogen and seems to respond to phosphate applications well. Most
uses in years past have been for cattle grazing of semi-wet pastures.
But as wildlife professionals have discovered the plant and its uses, it
has been incorporated into wildlife management practices both large
and small. Vetch can also be cut for hay if carefully watched, though
it does lose some palatably long term when harvested according to

animal research scientists. The crude protein content can reach 20
to 25 percent if properly managed, and it is highly digestible for
ruminate animals, which means it’s more readily absorbed. In terms
of gross biomass production, vetch is capable of producing 3 to 4
tons of dry matter per acre during the growing season. How does it
respond to heavy grazing pressure? The more it’s browsed, the bushier it gets; of course there is a threshold and a point of diminishing
return, but generally vetch can handle extensive grazing.
Natural vetch can be found in the southeast in roadside ditches
and seasonally wet low areas. For establishment in pastures or food
plots, preparation is key. Though vetch can withstand relatively low
pH and less than ideal fertility, it will produce better plants on better
soils. A pH of 6.0 or higher is ideal and relatively high levels P & K.
When planting, the area in question should be disked and harrowed
back down. If possible seed should be drilled at a rate of 10 to 12
pounds per acre or broadcast at 20 pounds per acre. Remember that
vetch is a legume and will probably nodulate with rhizobium in the
soil. To give it a jumpstart, inoculate hulled seed (if available) with
inoculant CB2312.
As wildlife management progresses, so does our knowledge base
and we lean on similar professionals with ideas and new concepts
to try. Vetch was and is one of those success stories from the cattle
industries years ago. It is always fun and exciting to see what the next
thing or concept will be and where it will come from.
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Delta Conservationist
outlined in the Mississippi Delta CREP
Agreement. With more than 50 percent
of the desired acreage enrolled to date,
these efforts continue to increase bottomland hardwood acres and to restore
wetlands within targeted watersheds in
the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

Delta Wildlife Q & A

Patty Roberts
Executive Officer,
Farm Service Agency, USDA
BY AMY TAYLOR

R

oberts grew up on her parents’ family farm in Madison
County, Mississippi. During her college years at Mississippi State University, she began working as a cooperative education student trainee for the organization known today
as USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Two years after graduating with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Agribusiness in 1992, she returned to FSA
as a county operations trainee.
After successfully completing FSA’s county office management training program in October 1995, Roberts was hired in Humphreys County, Mississippi, by the local FSA county committee to serve as county
Executive Director. After five years there, she served an additional 16
years in the same role in Leake County, Mississippi.
In 2016, following 21 years of service at the county level, Roberts
transferred to the Mississippi State FSA Office located in Jackson. For
the past four years, she has led conservation program efforts statewide
as a supervisory agricultural program specialist in the state office’s
Conservation/Compliance/GIS Division. In recent months, the state
executive director, Robert A. (Bobby) Carson, Jr. assigned Roberts to
serve in an executive officer position where she will directly assist with
a variety of FSA programs and administrative matters in Mississippi.
After the 2018 Farm Bill was enacted, Roberts represented Mississippi on the national Farm Bill implementation team for FSA’s Conservation Division in Washington, DC. In that role, she participated
in the development and presentation of FSA’s policy and operational
procedures for conservation programs. Last October, Roberts served as
a trainer at the 2019 National Conservation Programs Training held
in Orlando, Florida.
Acknowledging the positive impacts of volunteer service within her
church and community, USDA recognized Roberts as a 2008 bronze
medal recipient of The President’s Volunteer Service Award. She continues to volunteer her time serving on boards and in other ways.
For over 30 years now, Roberts has continued to return home to stay
in touch with her parents and the concerns of the family farm. Although
she lost her mother in 2018, her 94-year-old father is still living on the
farm. Her brother and his family now carry on the farming operations.

DW: Please comment on the mission of FSA and your area of focus.
Roberts: FSA is responsible for implementing policies and procedures that regulate the delivery of federal farm programs. Those
programs help agricultural producers, landowners and forest stewards manage market risks, recover from disasters and conserve and
protect America’s natural resources. FSA’s Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) is the nation’s largest private lands conservation
program, and it has always been an area of focus for me. USDA
first entered into voluntary contracts with CRP participants in
1986, just one year before I began working for FSA during college.
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Since that time, my responsibilities have increased from working
with CRP in one county to providing direction and oversight for
the program statewide. CRP enrollment in Mississippi remains
near 600,000 acres, and the program continues to be a very feasible
option for all who participate.
DW: What is the history of FSA’s partnership with Delta Wildlife?
Roberts: The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), including the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP).
FWP is a voluntary program to restore up to one million acres of
farmable wetlands and associated buffers by improving the land’s
hydrology and vegetation. It is my understanding that Delta Wildlife was instrumental in the initial development of a conservation
practice widely utilized under the FWP. When the practice was
developed almost 10 years ago, Delta Wildlife and other conservation partners played a significant role in helping FSA’s leadership
understand the dynamics of commercial pond-raised aquaculture
and how the practice could be successfully implemented. Today,
more than 10,000 acres of land in the Mississippi Delta are enrolled in the practice as a result of the efforts by Delta Wildlife
and others.
CREP targets specific state or nationally significant conservation concerns, and federal funds are supplemented with non-federal funds to address those concerns. In exchange for removing
environmentally sensitive land from production and establishing
permanent resource-conserving plant species, CREP participants
are paid an annual rental rate along with other federal and non-federal incentives as applicable per the CREP agreement. Delta
Wildlife has worked alongside other conservation partners such
as The Nature Conservancy and the Mississippi Soil and Water
Conservation Commission to satisfy the non-federal requirements

DW: What are recent projects with Delta Wildlife, successes as well as challenges?
Roberts: One recent project of interest for CRP participants in several Mississippi Delta counties allowed Delta
Wildlife to conduct a forest inventory
analysis for certain currently enrolled
conservation practices devoted to bottomland hardwood tree species. After
conducting field samples for inventory
purposes, Delta Wildlife was able to estimate net returns to timber production on
enrolled lands. Delta Wildlife was also
able to assist participants with concerns
of interest to landowners, such as those
related to management activities that
CRP participants must conduct during
the contract period. With current market
challenges, participants are looking for
low-cost alternatives for activities that
will benefit their hardwood stands and
provide valuable habitat for wildlife.
Delta Wildlife also participates with
USDA’s State Technical Committee to
offer input into the existing proposals for
CRP’s State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) areas in the state. The goal
of the Mississippi Black Bear SAFE
project is to increase habitat for the federally threatened Louisiana black bear and
the state-endangered American black
bear. The project seeks to restore native
bottomland hardwood forests in portions
of the Mississippi Alluvial Valley, which
has been identified as an important zone
for black bear recovery.

Rice makes shrimp better…
and not just on your plate.
Mississippi rice farmers are doing their part to
ensure that Gulf shrimp populations are healthy
and plentiful. How might you ask? Mississippi
rice producers are working to reduce the
amount of nutrients that leave their fields.
This ultimately helps to reduce Hypoxia in the
Gulf of Mexico, creating a healthier and more
productive fishery.

DW: Please comment on future endeavors of your partnership with Delta Wildlife.
Roberts: FSA relies on conservation
partners to help carry out program goals.
The feedback and participation of partners like Delta Wildlife continue to be
critical for the successful development
of conservation program policies and
procedures. Given unique conservation
concerns in the Mississippi Delta, Delta Wildlife is well-suited to continue
providing the knowledge and expertise
needed for FSA to successfully deliver
the CRP program in Mississippi. We
look forward to future opportunities to
work together.
SUMMER 2020
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We enrich lives and build
stronger communities.

Commitment to
community is one
of our core values.
BankPlus is committed
to building strong
communities throughout
Mississippi by improving
quality of life and making
a positive difference
where we live and work.

BankPlus.net
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© Copyright 2018 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

QUALITY PRODUCTS • QUALITY PRICES • QUALITY SERVICE

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

Conservation Tracker
BY TREY COOKE

S
www.scottpetroleuminc.com
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ummertime is a busy time for many hunters and land
managers. It is hot, humid and the mosquitos are out,
but so much must be done to prep for the fall and winter
hunting seasons.

Infrastructure
The summer is a great time to work on roads, drainage, duck
holes, levees and other infrastructure that is critical for both habitat and access to your favorite hunting spot. Before fall food plot
planting begins, it is wise to work on all of the little projects on
your property as soon as it dries up in the summer. It is a great
time to trap beavers when their home range is smaller due to
shrinking water pools in ditches, sloughs and duck holes. Any
water control structure repairs can also be made to make your water management easier in the winter as you are trying to impound
just the right amount of water in your duck holes. In addition,
roadwork is a must. Getting mud holes dried up and crowned is

critical in the summer so the fresh dirt can have time to pack back
down before the heavy traffic of hunting season returns. However, Delta Wildlife does have one major word of warning. Please
do not bush hog or mow woods roads and food plots during the
summer, as fawn deer tend to like these areas to hide. Please wait
until late summer or early fall to begin this work.
Hogs
Some think that summer time is a bad time to trap hogs because they are not moving much. Delta Wildlife’s experience
is just the opposite. It is true enough that hog family groups or
sounders will hold up in small areas during the summer, but they
are almost always near water. Therefore, pinpointing their home
range and setting up traps is much easier than when they begin to
roam around in the fall and winter. Trapping in the summer can
be as or more effective than any other time of the year because
they are so keyed into wet areas during the summer.
SUMMER 2020
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ceries for these deer is critical this time of year for many reasons.
First, the bucks are in max antler growth mode, meaning they need
to continue to stay healthy and put as much energy as they can in
to their antlers. Similarly, does are taking care of themselves and
their young, so easy, nutritious food makes their job much easier.
Land managers need to maximize these summer annual food plots
by simply applying standard agricultural practices like weed and
insect control.
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JOE MAC HUDSPETH, JR.

Deer
On the habitat side, some landowners and managers plan summer annuals for deer and this is a true benefit for bucks, does
and newly dropped fawns. Soybeans, Iron & Clay Peas and other legumes are preferred. Later in the summer, especially during
drought years, food resources can become scarce. Providing gro-
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Ducks
The dreaded calls are about to start. Yes, the calls to Delta Wildlife with this question, “Is it too late to plant something for ducks.”
The answer is simple, after July 1, it is a gamble. There are some
short maturity millet varieties that can do well if planted after July
1….if the stars line up perfectly…with timely rains in August, September and October. If you have irrigation, it is entirely feasible
to grow duck food after July 1, but most people are not that lucky.
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If you are simply trying to maximize food production in your
duck holes using native moist soil plans, there is quite a bit you
can be doing to help the ducks during the summer months. Manage broadleaf weed pressure with 2-4D and let the grasses grow.
Grasses are good for ducks, and broadleaves are generally bad. You
can also increase seed production of native moist soil grasses with
a light application of Nitrogen fertilizer, but we do not recommend
more than 40 pounds of N per acre.
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Greenwood Clarksdale
662.453.6312

662.624.4336

Indianola

662.887.4751

Cleveland

662.843.5321

Batesville

662.561.0046

Webb

662.375.8121

Greenville

662.332.8108

Grenada

662.226.4521

Vardaman

662.682.9550

Pontotoc

662.489.1381

Columbus

662.241.4318

Hernando

662.429.4483

Tunica

662.222.0201

THE SEED
THAT MAKES THE

SOUTH

GROW

Exclusive genetics with innovative traits,
technology and agronomic support —for

PROVEN PERFORMANCE,
SEASON AFTER SEASON.
Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are
commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with
Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops.
This product has been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems.
Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in
countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and
international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is
not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying
position for this product.
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. It is a violation of federal and state law to
use any pesticide product other than in accordance with its labeling. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba or
glyphosate are approved for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with XtendFlex®
technology. ONLY USE FORMULATIONS THAT ARE SPECIFICALLY LABELED FOR SUCH USES AND
APPROVED FOR SUCH USE IN THE STATE OF APPLICATION. May not be approved in all states. Contact the
U.S. EPA and your state pesticide regulatory agency with any questions about the approval status of
dicamba herbicide products for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with
XtendFlex® technology.
Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba.

GrowTheSouth.com
Cotton with XtendFlex® technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, dicamba
and glufosinate. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Dicamba will kill crops that
are not tolerant to dicamba. Glufosinate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glufosinate. Contact your
Bayer dealer or refer to the Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control programs.
B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed brand representative for the
registration status in your state.
Performance may vary from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather
conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible
and should consider the impacts of these conditions on the grower’s fields.
LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. Respect the Refuge and
Corn Design® and Respect the Refuge ® are registered trademarks of National Corn Growers Association.
Acceleron®, Asgrow and the A Design®, Asgrow ®, Bayer, Bayer Cross Design, DEKALB and Design®,
DEKALB ®, Deltapine ®, Respect the Refuge and Cotton Design®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Xtend®
and VT Double Pro ® are trademarks of Bayer Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective
owners. ©2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. DP-19058-DW-BC-TRI

