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Delta Wildlife is a private, non-profit corporation dedicated 
to developing and properly managing wildlife habitat in the 
Delta and part-Delta Counties of Northwest Mississippi. 
Delta Wildlife Magazine is published quarterly by Delta 
Wildlife, P.O. Box 276, Stoneville, MS 38776. This is 
Volume XXIX, Number 2, published in the Summer of 
2021. Members of Delta Wildlife receive this publication as 
a benefit of membership. Delta Wildlife welcomes sugges-
tions and contributions from readers. All materials should 
be sent to the Production Manager’s attention. Materials 
are reviewed and approved by an editorial committee. 
Advertising rates are available by calling (662) 686-3370 
or emailing mcbrooks@deltacouncil.org. The appearance 
of advertisers, or their identification as a member of Delta 
Wildlife, does not constitute an endorsement of the prod-
ucts or services featured.
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Delta Wildlife was founded in 1990 to con-
serve, enhance and restore native wildlife 
habitats in the Mississippi Delta. Feral 
swine are a direct threat to that mission. 

According to the Mississippi Department of Wild-
life Fisheries and Parks, feral swine are now found in 
all 82 Mississippi counties and cause upwards of $60 
million in damages each year. Populations have ex-
ploded in the last 10-20 years, and Delta Wildlife has 
focused significant resources to help members combat 
wild hogs. 

In 2013, Delta Wildlife initiated a pilot trapping 
program with one trap and one staff person. Today 
that program has grown to five full-time staff and 25 

“smart” traps. These traps allow staff members to monitor and catch hogs remotely 
using live cameras and a cell phone app. To date, our staff has trapped pigs in nearly 
every county in the Delta and removed almost 1,500 from private lands.

 Currently, Delta Wildlife staff are working with the Mississippi Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission, Wildlife Services, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Mississippi Department of Wildlife Fisheries and Parks, Mississippi State 
University and the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce to roll 
out the South Delta Feral Swine Control Project. This project focuses on trapping 
and removing wild hogs from private lands in Issaquena, Sharkey, Warren and 
Yazoo Counties. Since January, more than 100,000 acres have been enrolled and 
nearly 400 hogs have been removed, and these numbers continue to grow every day. 
If you or someone you know owns or leases land in the four project counties, please 
give us a call if you are having problems with wild hogs.

The Delta Wildlife feral swine program has become a model for others to em-
ulate, along with our other projects and programs. Our staff, in my opinion, are 
unmatched in their efficiency and professionalism, and we hope that our members 
will turn to them for assistance not just as it relates to wild hogs but also for all the 
other services we offer. For assistance, please call the Delta Wildlife office at 662-
686-3370, and be sure to check out our newly redesigned website at deltawildlife.
org, where you can also find an online application for the program or to become a 
member. 

BY TOMMY GOODWIN

 Feral Swine:  
A Direct Threat

President’s Message
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2021-2022 Delta Wildlife President

Welcome, 
 Tommy Goodwin

Whether fishing on Lake Whit-
tington, or squirrel, duck and 
deer hunting on the Quiver River 
or quail hunting near Charles-

ton, Delta Wildlife President Tommy Goodwin 
has enjoyed our natural resources and abundant 
wildlife for a lifetime. The Drew native is also no 
stranger to the Delta Wildlife organization, hav-
ing appreciated its efforts in wildlife management 
programs since its inception.

Goodwin comments, “Delta Wildlife began 
with just 100 farmers and landowners who gave 
out of their own pockets because they saw the need 
to establish an organization solely dedicated to the 
conservation, enhancement and restoration of the 
wildlife and natural resources of the Delta. Due 
to their tireless efforts to develop and implement 
science-based practices that benefit our natural 
resources, Delta Wildlife has grown to over 630 
members. It has become a major player in the con-
servation arena and has gained significant recog-
nition for the numerous services it provides.”

He continues, “Delta Wildlife’s success over the 
years is due to the expertise and knowledge of a 
dedicated staff as well as the support of our mem-
bers and partners in the industry of managing and 
preserving our land, natural resources and wild-
life. We also owe a debt of gratitude to our gov-
ernor, state officials and congressional delegation 
for their support.” Goodwin adds, “Having served 
as treasurer of the organization, beginning when I 
was County Administrator in the 90s, I have per-
sonally witnessed the exponential growth of Delta 
Wildlife, which covers our Delta region.”

Goodwin, who currently serves as Executive 
Director of South Delta Planning and Devel-
opment District in Greenville, has been a public 
servant for the State of Mississippi and the Mis-
sissippi Delta for many years. He previously served 
as Supervising Auditor with the Mississippi State 
Auditor’s Office, part-time Humphreys County 
Administrator as well as County Administrator 
for Washington County. He joined South Delta 

Planning and Development District as Special 
Projects Coordinator in 2004 and was named Ex-
ecutive Director in 2015.

As Delta Wildlife President, Goodwin looks 
forward to pressing onward toward the goals es-
tablished by its founders, as expressed in the orga-
nization’s mission statement: 

To conserve, enhance and restore native wildlife 
habitats, wildlife populations and the natural resourc-
es of the Delta and part-Delta counties of Northwest 
Mississippi. Specifically, its goals will be achieved by 
two methods: (1) By developing, implementing and 
monitoring science- based projects and programs that 
address wildlife, wildlife habitat and natural resource 
concerns in the region, and (2) By arming children, 
sportsmen, land managers, landowners and the gen-
eral public with information that will help them make 
better decisions as conservationists, hunters, fishermen 
or wildlife managers.

Goodwin comments, “Whether offering ad-
vice and guidance on the implementation of water 
management and seed programs, whether facing 
today’s challenges such as feral hog and cormorant 
control and CWD or whether serving as the voice 
for wildlife in the devastation of the f looded South 
Delta, you can rest assured the Delta Wildlife staff 
is gathering the necessary data and researching 
ways to stay on top of each situation.” He adds, 
“And it’s not just about serving the landowner and 
outdoorsman. Delta Wildlife also has an exten-
sive backyard habitat program and is just a phone 
call away to help the homeowner establish and 
enhance wildlife in their own backyard. This in-
cludes providing information on everything from 
butterf ly gardens to bluebird boxes. Delta Wild-
life is a broad, multi-faceted umbrella designed to 
preserve and enhance all of our precious natural 
resources.”

“I may just be a little ole boy from Drew, but I 
know it takes everyone working together to make 
a better Delta for all of us,” Goodwin says. “I’m 
thankful for the Delta Wildlife organization and 
am very proud to serve as its president.”

BY AMY TAYLOR

Delta Conservationist
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Rylee Reece, 7 
First Turkey 
harvested! 
12” beard,
Youth Week 2021.
Taken in Madison 
County hunting 
with dad. 
Daughter of 
Jamie and Blake 
Reece.

Delta Sportsmen

KID’S CORNER
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John Adam Sellers, 8 
Killed his first Mississippi Delta buck while 
hunting with his Uncle Clint Gee on private 
land in Sharkey County. His 8-point buck 
had a 17-inch spread. John Adam is the son 
of Lindsey Holloway of Delta City, Miss.

John Harper Kerr, 3 
Issaquena County; Son of Kim and Jason 
Kerr; Grandson of JT Kerr; “He was still a bit 
too little to duck hunt this year but he loved 
catching up with all of his guys and seeing 
all of their ducks after each hunt!”

Anna Carrie Gee, 13 
Killed this Mississippi Delta buck while hunting 
with her Papaw Clarence Cain on private land 
in Sharkey County. The buck was a 12 point 
with a 18 ½-inch spread. Anna Carrie is the 
daughter of Mandy and Clint Gee of Cary, Miss.

Trace  
Sullivan, 5
7-point buck 
Carroll County 
Son of Lauren 
and Robbie 
Sullivan

Nolan  
Warmack, 10 
Yazoo County, 

Son of Misty and 
Tre Cotton and 
Paul Warmack 

Caught this 
Bass while 

fishing with his 
stepdad Tre 

Cotton
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Colette Hotard (front, from left), John Parker Tracy, Patrick Cutrer; Pete Hotard 
(back), Bart Tracy, Matthew Cutrer
2/6/2021, Blanton, Miss.

Sawyer Miller 
Reynolds, 3 
“He is ALL 
country boy and 
loves to fish, 
hunt and get 
dirty!”
Son of Cody and 
Kory Reynolds.

Archer  
Williams, 9 

Sharkey County, 
Large Mouth 

Bass. 
Son of Neil and 
Baeley Williams 

Delta Sportsmen

KID’S CORNER
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Reeves Polasini
3/37/2021
Senior at Indianola Academy competing against 
adults at Lake Washington during the Delta 
Angler Bass Tournament. Reeves is the son of 
Amanda Polasini and John Polasini (profession-
al angler) from Leland.

Cameron 
Jackson, 4
Lake Washington 
Crappie.
First fish of the 
year.
Son of Cassey 
and Keith  
Jackson

B. Cooper, 14 
8-point buck 

taken 12/12/20
Holmes County,

Son of Bodie 
and Suzanne 

Cooper

creo
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BY MS. BONNIE A. COBLENTZ
MSU Extension Service

Cicadas Emerge Annually  
in Mississippi’s Forests

Many states are expecting an extra loud chorus of 
chirping cicadas this summer with the emergence 
of a massive 17-year brood of the insects, but 
Mississippi will not be part of this phenomenon. 

Cicadas are known for their loud song and the empty, tan husks 
they leave clinging to trees and structures as the nymphs emerge 
as adults. Mississippi is home to annual cicadas and three broods 
of 13-year cicadas. The 17-year cicadas will be seen in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania and parts of Georgia, Tennessee, Ohio, Maryland 
and nearby states.

Blake Layton, entomologist with the Mississippi State Univer-
sity Extension Service, said cicadas, whether annual or periodical, 
are noisy insects with short aboveground life spans.

“The young of cicadas are known as nymphs, and they feed on 
the roots of hardwood trees quietly underground for years,” Layton 
said. “They emerge through 1/2-inch holes in the ground, shed their 
nymphal skins and become adults to mate and lay eggs.”

The males are the noisy ones, singing as they try to attract mates. 
Adult cicadas live only a few weeks in their winged, aboveground 
form. “Individual cicadas can sing pretty loud, but population 
densities can exceed 1 million cicadas per acre, and the combined 
songs of this many cicadas can drown out backyard conversations,” 
Layton said.

Lifecycle
In Mississippi, annual cicadas begin appearing in June. Al-

though they appear every year, they do not have a 1-year life cycle. 

Some live in pine forests, while other species are more common 
in hardwoods. “Depending on the species, it takes 2 to 3 years or 
more for them to complete a generation, but the generations over-
lap so that some adults emerge every year,” Layton said.

Annual cicadas in Mississippi are winged and have greenish 
bodies and prominent, bulging eyes. Mississippi has 20 species of 
annual cicadas, mostly in the Tibicen genus, and their songs vary 
considerably.

Mississippi is also home to all three broods of 13-year periodical 
cicadas. The broods are given numbers. Brood XXII will emerge 
next in 2027, Brood XXIII in 2028 and Brood XIX in 2024.

These periodical cicadas in the Magicicada genus have black 
bodies and orange eyes, legs and wings.

Terry Schiefer, curator of the Mississippi Entomological Muse-
um at Mississippi State, said adult cicadas are completely harmless. 
The immature forms can do limited damage to trees.

“The nymphs of cicadas suck the sap from tree roots, which 
may weaken young trees, but annual cicadas are rarely numerous 
enough to cause appreciable damage,” Schiefer said. “The adult ci-
cadas make slits in small branches of trees in which the females lay 
eggs. These branches often break and hang down in a condition 
known as ‘f lagging.’”

Schiefer said this f lagging causes little harm to older trees, but 
young trees can be weakened or killed if this damage is extensive. 
This level of damage only happens when large numbers of period-
ical cicadas are present.

HUNT YOUR 
OWN LAND.
Nobody can provide more rural loan expertise 
than Southern AgCredit. Whether you’re looking 
to finance land for hunting, fishing, or just living, 
we’ve got you covered. So, if you’re ready to 
hunt your own land, call us today.

SouthernAgCredit.com
(800) 449-5742

Delta Fauna
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Mississippi is home to annual cicadas, such as this one, and three broods 
of 13-year cicadas. 
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Cicadas emerge every year in Mississippi, making their presence known 
by their loud songs at night and the empty shells they leave as nymphs 
emerge as adults. 
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HUNT YOUR 
OWN LAND.
Nobody can provide more rural loan expertise 
than Southern AgCredit. Whether you’re looking 
to finance land for hunting, fishing, or just living, 
we’ve got you covered. So, if you’re ready to 
hunt your own land, call us today.

SouthernAgCredit.com
(800) 449-5742
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Giant Ragweed 
(Ambrosia trifida)

BY SAM FRANKLIN
Delta Wildlife staff 

Ragweed (Common and Giant) is one of the 
most common species of plants in Mississippi. 
It also gets blamed for various medical condi-
tions, mostly sinus and congestive reactions due 

to its prolific pollination. Giant Ragweed can be found 
in virtually any roadside ditch throughout the Delta. Its 
growth pattern is mid to late summer with a palmately 
formed simple leaf. The giant version typically grows on 
wetter soils than the common variety. 

Attributes
So, you’re asking yourself what good is it? Well, there 

are a host of animal and insect species that utilize either 
the foliage, pollen and, yes, even shelter that the Ragweed 
species provides - deer are the biggest one. While it’s not 
the best browse, it is one of the first available species in the 
spring greenup in minor and major creek bottoms and or 
ditches. Though moderate to poor browse for deer, they 
will eat the leaves while young and tender but find ad-
ditional forage species as the leaves harden off with the 
progression of summer and high heat. 

Shelter is another important aspect of Giant Ragweed. 
In areas that have high quail populations or other ground 
nesting species like turkey, it’s an important part of their 
habitat. The vertical structure allows the birds or small 
mammals to move through the tall stems nearly undetect-
ed by birds of prey and ground predators. 

Stalks also provide nesting areas. Despite the abundant 
pollen that drives everyone crazy in the spring and early 
summer, insects (especially honeybees) utilize the pollen 
in honey production. The protection is not only for small 
fauna. White Tail deer will typically leave their fawn on a 
field edge in thick rag-weed cover while foraging. 

Unfortunately, ragweed stands also provide great cover 
for feral hogs, especially shoats. Once they seek cover in ex-
isting stands, it’s almost impossible without a dog to roust 
them out. Additionally, if you don’t have any on your prop-
erty and would like a few plants, seed is readily available 
from a variety of vendors. While not invasive, plants can be 
controlled relatively easy with herbicides so as to not take 
over. So, both species of Ragweed (Common and Giant) 
give all of us fits with sneezing, watery eyes, etc… but it does 
have a significate value to critters of all types. 

Friend or Foe? 
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Mississippians concerned about the number of dead 
songbirds being found near feeders can use this op-
portunity to learn best practices to follow when of-
fering birds food and water.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in March 
confirmed 19 people in eight states, including one person in Mis-
sissippi, were diagnosed with the same strain of salmonella that has 
sickened or killed songbirds. Human illnesses began in December 
2020 after contact with contaminated bird feeders, dead birds or pets 
that had access to areas frequented by birds.

But Mississippi scientists cannot say for sure if deaths of Missis-
sippi birds were caused by salmonella infection. 

“I had lots of calls about dead birds after the freezing weather 
in February,” said Dr. Martha Pulido Landinez, a scientist with the 
Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine’s Poul-
try Research and Diagnostic Laboratory in Pearl.

“We have no funding for running tests on songbirds, and none 
of the callers wanted to pay the $70 fee to run the tests. Although 
there may have been some salmonella cases in Mississippi, we had 
no diagnosed cases,” said Pulido Landinez, who is also an associate 
clinical professor of avian medicine at the college.

How Salmonella Infects Birds
Adam Rohnke, a wildlife biologist with the MSU Extension Ser-

vice, said the potential of salmonella transmission increases if the 
bacteria is present in the same area where large numbers of birds 
congregate.

“This year, our cold and icy weather in mid-February, combined 
with the timing of the pine siskin migration, meant that people had 
lots of birds at their feeders at once because it was hard for them to 
find food in the wild for several days,” Rohnke said. “In that situation, 
if you have just one sick bird, it can potentially infect many more.”

Best Practices can Protect Birds,  
Humans from Illness

BY MS. SUSAN M. COLLINS-SMITH
Extension Associate II 

Mississippi State University Extension Service

Delta Fauna
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Salmonellosis, the disease caused by salmonella bacteria, spreads 
when healthy birds are exposed to objects or ingest food and water 
contaminated with feces from sick birds. The illness most often af-
fects pine siskins, but American goldfinches and lesser goldfinches 
can also be infected.

“But just because a bird was showing signs of being weak or sick 
after the storm doesn’t mean it was salmonella or another disease,” 
Rohnke said. “It’s much more likely the bird was suffering from 
stress because of harsh weather conditions and limited natural 
sources of food and available water.”

How to Prevent Illnesses in Birds
There are steps people can take to help reduce the spread of ill-

ness among songbirds.
Rohnke said people who provide feeders and water sources for 

birds should regularly rotate feeder stations and clean feeders and 
birdbaths year-round, even if birds appear healthy. These measures 
are the best way to prevent salmonellosis and other illnesses in birds 
caused by viruses and bacteria.

“It’s ideal to have at least two areas in your yard for bird feeders so 
that you can move the feeders once a week,” he said. “It doesn’t have 
to be a long distance. Moving them just 20 to 30 feet is enough. 
Regularly removing the seed that falls to the ground also helps.”

Rohnke recommends following CDC guidelines for cleaning 
and disinfecting bird feeders:

 Clean bird feeders outside with warm, soapy water. Use a brush 
to remove fecal and seed residue. An old toothbrush works 
great. Rinse well.

 Soak bird feeders in a bleach solution of nine parts water to 
one part bleach for 10 minutes. Rinse well and let dry.

 Wash hands well with soap and water after cleaning feeders.
To minimize the possibility of pets spreading salmonella to hu-

mans, the CDC recommends keeping the animals away from bird 
feeders, birdbaths and the areas underneath them. People should 
always wash hands with soap and water after handling bird feeders, 
birdbaths and dead birds, as well as, after touching pets or their 
toys, food and bowls.

The MSU Poultry Research and Diagnostic Laboratory can test 
dead songbirds to determine the cause of death. If interested in 
submitting wild birds for diagnostics, contact the lab at 601-420-
4700 for additional instructions.

People who want to submit a bird for testing should follow these 
initial steps for collection:
 Use disposable gloves to pick up the bird and place it in a 

plastic bag. Place that plastic bag in a second plastic bag.
 Place the double-bagged bird in the refrigerator if it cannot 

be transported to the lab immediately. Do not freeze it.
 Place the bagged bird in a cooler when mailing or transport-

ing to the lab.
 Wash hands with soap and water after handling the bird.

Delta Fauna

American goldfinches are one species 
of songbird that can be affected by 
salmonella infection. People who 
provide food and water for wild 
songbirds can reduce the possibility of 
disease spread by regularly rotating 
feeder stations and properly cleaning 
feeders and birdbaths year-round. 
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Full Service Steel & Fabrication 

1715 North Theobald 

Greenville , MS 38703 

    Open 7:30am—4:30pm    
             Monday—Friday  

GREENVILLE STEEL SALES 

UUSSEEDD  PPIIPPEE  

 12” TO 36”   

Flashboard risers, culverts, 
well casings , 

 Tail water recovery  systems 

DELIVERED TO YOUR FARM 

We will weld ‘em up, you just 
drop ‘em in! FREE DELIVERY 

PROUDLY SERVING NORTH MISSISSIPPI  I   MSLANDBANK.COM  I  

WHERE THEWHERE THE
CATCH OFCATCH OF
THE DAY ISTHE DAY IS
PRICELESSPRICELESS
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FINANCING  

creo




16    Delta Wildlife   |   SUMMER 2021

Emily Carter’s career as Sharkey-Issaquena Coun-
ty Extension Coordinator has gone hand-in-hand 
with her involvement with Delta Wildlife over the 
past decade. At the core of both is her love of our 

God-given resources and helping those to whom they have 
been entrusted.

As a Delta Wildlife Board Member, Emily has a great 
appreciation for the organization. “The beauty of the Delta 
Wildlife team is their immense, science-based knowledge of 
how to benefit the landowner as well as the outdoorsman. 
They definitely know what they’re doing in finding ways to 
help in land management, water resources, wildlife habitat 
and in so many other areas,” Emily comments. 

“Personally, Delta Wildlife has been invaluable to our 
family throughout the years. It has assisted our family farm 
in creating wildlife habitat, developing water control sys-
tems, implementing irrigation practices, managing CRP 
acreage as well as feral hog eradication.” She continues, “My 
father-in-law, Jimmy Dick Carter, was a founding member 
and saw the benefits an organization like this could have on 
the Delta and its many natural resources. Since its incep-
tion, Delta Wildlife has been the go-to group for assistance 
in improving and enhancing our area.” 

In her role as County Extension Coordinator, Mississip-
pi State University Extension Service, serving Sharkey and 
Issaquena counties, Emily’s primary focus is to facilitate 
the Family Consumer Science program, which promotes 
healthy homes and 
healthy lifestyles in the 
Sharkey-Issaquena area. 
She also works in Com-
munity Resource Devel-
opment and oversees the 
counties’ 4-H program. 

She says, “Having 
grown up in 4-H, I love 
to focus on the outdoor 
projects, such as WHEP 
(Wildlife Habitat Evalu-
ation Program). Our kids 
are trained and compete 
in the categories of ar-
chery, shotgun and a 
non-shooting category 
called hunting, which is 
all about implementing 
safety practices in the woods.” This effort is near and dear 
to Emily, a wildlife enthusiast and shooting instructor in her own 
right. She explains, “I grew up hunting and learning to love the 

outdoors with my daddy, 
Rev. Wiley Reid, in the 
woods of Lincoln and 
Franklin counties. Dad-
dy was an avid turkey 
hunter and could call 
with his mouth better 
than any turkey hen!”

On the Delta Wildlife 
Board, Emily current-
ly serves as Chairman 
of two committees: 
Backyard Habitats & 
Non-Game Species and 

Magazine, Education & Public Relations. She comments, “As 
County Extension Coordinator, I enjoy speaking to garden clubs in 
the area and often include ways to enhance their backyards. While 

Delta Conservationist

Delta Wildlife Board Member Highlight: 

Emily Carter
BY AMY TAYLOR 
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most people think of birds and butter-
f lies, this also includes pollinators, how 
to attract beneficial wildlife to your 
yard and also ways to intersperse your 
plantings.” She adds, “We have always 
shared a good partnership with Delta 
Wildlife as this goes hand-in-hand with 
the Backyard Habitat & Non-Game 
Species committee projects, such as 
providing bluebird boxes or wood duck 
boxes that offer food, water and shelter.” 

As Delta Wildlife Magazine commit-
tee chair for a number of years, Emily 
says, “I continue to be impressed in the 
quality of each and every issue, which 
all contain something that will appeal 
to everyone. My hat’s off to the Del-
ta Wildlife staff that works so hard to 
make that happen…mission accom-
plished!”

A Brookhaven native, Emily is a 
graduate of Mississippi State University 
with a degree in Educational Psycholo-
gy and a master’s degree in Ag and Life 
Sciences. She settled in Rolling Fork in 
1989 when she and her husband, Clark, 
were married. They are the parents of 
two adult children, Mattie and Reid, 
and are the grandparents of Wylie Bliss 
Mize (18 months). In addition to her 
devotion to her family and career, Emi-
ly serves as volunteer Music Minister of 
the First Baptist Church Rolling Fork 
and is a board member of the Lower 
Delta Partnership and the Issaquena 
County Farm Bureau. Also, a member 
of the Rolling Fork Garden Club, the 
Rolling Fork Rotary Club and Friends 
of Mont Helena, Emily enjoys music, 
traveling, decorating, wildlife watch-
ing and relaxing with Clark on her back 
porch overlooking Lake Washington.

Rice makes shrimp better…
and not just on your plate. 

Mississippi rice farmers are doing their part to 
ensure that Gulf shrimp populations are healthy 
and plentiful.  How might you ask?  Mississippi 

rice producers are working to reduce the 
amount of nutrients that leave their fields. 

This ultimately helps to reduce Hypoxia in the 
Gulf of Mexico, creating a healthier and more 

productive fishery.
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Notes
They will last up to a 
year in the refrigerator 
but mine never make 
it through the winter! 
The oil will congeal in 
the fridge so if you’re 
planning to use them 
for lunch or dinner, set 
them out that morning. 
I also leave a jar out by 
the stove to use while 
I’m cooking. The oil will 
catch the f lavor so after 
you’ve used your tomatoes 
up, use your oil in pasta 
salad or a dressing. These 
also make great gifts!
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BY MARY CATHERINE BROOKS
Delta Wildlife Staff 

We all look forward to that fresh tomato sand-
wich, the sliced, marinated and chilled cu-
cumbers, and buttery sweet corn on the 
cob straight out of the garden. You’ve spent 

months prepping, planting, tending to and harvesting the 
fruits (and vegetables) of your labor. Then you realize you’re 
overrun with tomatoes sitting on your kitchen counter rotting 
on old newspapers. Here is one way I like to take advantage of 
my friend’s overabundant vegetables that I can enjoy all year 
long — and not by freezing them. 

These sun-dried tomatoes are great for salads, pizza, pasta, 
charcuterie boards or just for snacking. 

INGREDIENTS
R	Tomatoes 
R	Olive Oil 
R	Nonstick Spray 
R	Salt
R	Basil 
R	Minced Garlic (you can use powdered also) 
R	Oregano 
R	Dehydrator
R	Small canning jars and lids 

DIRECTIONS
1. Cut the tomatoes thin (less than 1/4”) for a crunchier 

finish with crisp edges or a little thicker for a softer, 
chewier finish. 

2. Put in a large bowl. Generously drizzle olive oil. (I pre-
fer Extra Light f lavor). 

3. Flavor to your taste preference. I like a few dashes of 
salt, generous amount of basil, and lite on garlic and 
oregano. Feel free to exchange spices or throw in oth-
ers like black cracked pepper, hot sauce, dill weed or 
Worcestershire if you’re feeling experimental. 

4. Shake it all up – don’t stir or it will break apart the outer 
edges of your tomato. 

5. Pull out your dehydrator and spray trays with a nonstick 
spray. Lay the seasoned tomatoes out on the trays, not 
touching. 

6. Set the dehydrator to 135 degrees and dehydrate for 6-8 
hours, rotating the trays if needed. After 4 hours, keep 
an eye on the texture to make sure you prepare them as 
you like. 

7. Once they’re ready to eat and store, I cram as many as I 
can in a jar and fill to the brim with olive oil, pop the lid 
on, label and throw in the fridge. 

BACKGROUND BY VECTEEZY.COM

Homemade Sun-Dried Tomatoes 
Delta Flavor 
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Make checkout 
quick and easy! 

gbtonline.com

With our new contactless debit card you can 
just tap and go. It’s faster than using a chip card or 
cash, and contactless cards are secure!

Ready to get your contactless debit card?
Stop by your local Guaranty Bank branch 
to open an account and order a card. 
Already have an account with us?
Contact your local branch to order 
your card, or receive yours when 
your current card expires.

Andy Jones, Chairman
Chris McGlawn, President
Will Nobile, Vice President

Andy Prosser, Secretary/Treasurer
Houston Battle
Dan Bradshaw
Bobby Jones
Shorty Jones

Ben Pentecost
Ed Pentecost
Brad Phillips
Joe Oglesby, Director Emeritus 
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Passion 
for

The Hunt

A s I assume my new responsibilities 
with Delta Council and those  
related to implementing the Delta  
Strong initiative — a marketing 

and branding plan to attract new business 
to the Delta — I realize that change(s) are 
inevitable. And I welcome them. 

Perhaps one thing that will not change 
is my passion for hunting upland fowl and 
training dogs so that I can enjoy the hunt. 
Be it pheasants, quail, grouse, partridge 
or other small game bird .... I truly enjoy 
hunting behind my German Shorthair 
Pointers (GSP). Walking the prairie country  
or the wooded timbers behind my team 
is a great way to release the stress and get 
back to a simple way to relax.

In the beginning in Arizona, I have either paid 
someone to train my dogs or have learned enough about 
training and coupled that with my hunting experienc-
es behind my first dog Rowdy to take on the training 
of my current hunting buddy Ellie (a black-white roan 
GSP). She and I have guided many paying clients on 
the TTT Ranch near Stanley, North Dakota, when I 
lived there for almost 10 years.

Many of these clients travel the world while paying 
big money to hunt upland birds. One such client was the 
retired Chairman for Proctor and Gamble. Ellie has the 
distinction of being known as one of the best hunting 
dogs by these clients, hunting on one of the best ranches 
in North Dakota to pursue their passion for the hunt. I 
would love to tell you that it was because I trained her 
and this is why she has that distinction, but honestly it 
is because Ellie hunted nearly 300 to 400 pheasants per 
year in her early days. Exposure to all those birds over 
those many years definitely sharpen her skills from her 
early training and basic foundation.

Please don’t take the following as a professional dog 
trainer passing on training tips. However, these are ex-

BY JERRY CHÁVEZ
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periences that work for me as I train my team. Perhaps they will 
work for you if you choose to train your own dogs. 

The current Team Chávez includes Ellie (12), Dakota (2) and 
Gypsy (16 weeks) all black and white GSP. The last two are cur-
rently undergoing basic training and neither have been hunting 
birds in the field ... yet. I have high hopes for both the young ones 
provided I can access f light birds to provide finishing training. 

Training Tips
With my newest dogs, I have learned to use a clicker to aid in 

training. A clicker can be bought at most stores that carry dog sup-
plies or online and generally cost between $3 to $5. The benefit of 
a clicker is that you teach your pup by marking specific behaviors 
you’re trying to achieve in your training sessions. As this “marking” 
occurs during the training, your pup will learn that the clicking 
sound is a positive reinforcement. Add a food treat shortly after 
the clicker marking and you’ll be amazed at how quickly your pup 
responds and learns. 

I tend to carry a clicker around most of the time when I’m around 
the dogs and especially when walking them for daily exercise. As 
well, I make sure there’s a baggie full of either dry dog food or cut 
up pieces of hot dogs. My interaction during the day with my dogs 
is a great way to continue with their training. 

Another tip that most seasoned trainers talk about is layering 
or what I describe as breaking down the training into baby steps. 
The best way to bring out this point is by describing the example 
of teaching Ellie or Dakota to load into their dog box in the bed of 
my F250. I started by teaching both dogs to load into their kennel 
while on the ground and using the “kennel up” command. YouTube 
has really good suggestions on how this is easily done so I won’t go 
through this for you. 

Now let’s move on to the next layer of training by placing the 

dog box in the bed of the truck. If you try to command the dog to 
“kennel up” without layering, I expect the dog will pace around 
not knowing what to do. Here’s what worked for me: I took the 
dogs front paws and placed them on the tailgate and didn’t give a 
command yet but did use the clicker and treat to mark the positive 
behavior and did this twice more before moving to the next step.

The next step, with the front paws on the tailgate, is to lift the 
dog into the bed using their collar and lifting their hind end and 
guide them into the dog box with the collar while using the “kennel 
up” command. And as you can guess… marking the behavior with 
the clicker and food reward once they are in the dog box. 

After one more example showing the pups the step-by-step ac-
tions, give the “kennel up” command and each dog will load into 
their kennel without assistance, waiting tentatively for clicker and 
food reward. It was that easy. And I trust that your session will 
be as easy. If not, be patient, your dog will get it. You may have 
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to repeat the placing the paws on the tailgate and lifting session 
several more times, but I assure you that your pup will get it soon.

Patience is a Virtue
Let me close by saying that patience is a must in your training 

sessions, and many times your dog may be distracted or just not 
compliant, so patiently leading the dog through the layers again 
will establish that you are the leader of the pack. Oh, by the way, 
you can expect your dog to slip and be hesitant on a command. This 
is when patience pays off and leading your dog back to the expected 
behavior will be ongoing. 

While this path of training seems to be very time intensive, 
and it is, the reward of hunting with your four-legged compan-
ion makes it worthwhile. From unloading the dog, to working the 
point, and then shot to wing and retrieve, there’s no better reward 
and enjoyable experience. This might be the same if you’re a duck 
hunter, but you get my point. 

Imagine you’re walking the prairie watching a GSP at a quick 
pace working cover, then suddenly she stops with her head pointed 
into the wind at a solid point. “Where’s that pheasant,” you might 
say wondering how the bird (not quite as big as a chicken but al-
most) can hide in little to no cover. 

Just follow your dog’s nose and the bird will be in that direction. 
There’s no guess work on how to read the signal your dog is sending 
you. What is really cool is watching your dog’s eyes and eye brows 
as you walk in kicking the ground cover to f lush the bird. Notice 
the transition in the eyes from where the bird is, then back to you 
… back and forth again and again. My dog is talking to me. I sug-
gest that she is saying, “HEY stupid that bird is right there … can’t 
you see it? You put me through all that training, and you can’t see 
that bird?”

Well until next time … have fun in the field.
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Invasive Species In The Delta 
BY WILL PREVOST

Delta Wildlife Staff

Mississippi is home to a community of native plants, 
trees, animals and fish that make up the familiar 
landscape of our state. However, our native com-
munity is continually being altered and degraded 

by thousands of non-native invasive species, most of which are in-
troduced by humans. An invasive species is defined as a non-na-
tive organism whose introduction into a new ecosystem is likely 
to cause harm to the environment, economy or human health. If 
an introduced species can become established in a new area, it has 
the potential to proliferate due to the lack of natural predators that 
exist in its native range. It is important to be aware of these invasive 
species as each one can bring additional challenges for land and 
resource management. Below are just a few examples of invasive 
species that can be found in Mississippi. 

Silver Carp
Silver Carp are native to Eastern Asia and were imported in 

1973 for aquaculture and phytoplankton control. By 1980 they 
were found in natural waters, likely escapees from fish hatcheries 
and other aquaculture operations. Many waterbodies in Mississippi 
now have dense populations. In large concentrations, silver carp 
have a negative impact on native species that rely on phytoplankton 
for food. They also endanger boaters by jumping out of the water 
when they encounter vibrations from boat motors. I have personally 

been hit in the head by a rather large one ,and I can assure you they 
are a formidable opponent. 

Chinese Tallow
Chinese Tallow (Popcorn Tree) was imported from China and 

Japan in the late 18th century as a seed oil crop. It has now become 
a problem throughout the Southeast due to its rapid growth rate 
and ability to quickly produce dense stands, overtaking native veg-
etation and damaging wildlife habitat.

Management
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Kudzu
Kudzu was first imported into the U.S. from Asia in the late 1800s 

and sold for ornamental, livestock forage and later erosion control uses. 
By 1946, around 3 million acres had been planted as a result of an 
$8 per acre government incentive for erosion control. Kudzu quickly 
spread throughout the south and became the ever-present nuisance 
that is today. With the ability to grow up to 12 inches in a single day, 
kudzu can quickly outcompete and kill native plants and trees.

Feral Swine
Feral Swine are documented in the U.S. as early as the 1500s as 

domestic swine, brought by settlers for food, that escaped and be-
came wild. Impacts are extensive and can include damage to crops, 
increased erosion from rooting, displaced native species, decreased 
food availability for native fauna and even a reduction in quality of 
deer hunting. A feral sow reaches reproductive age at 8 months and 
can produce two litters per year that contain up to 10-12 shoats. This 
rapid reproductive capability allows population expansion to occur 
quickly and makes control difficult.

Giant Salvinia
Giant Salvinia is a floating aquatic weed native to Brazil that has 

caused major issues in Louisiana and Texas since its introduction in 
1998 and is now starting to make itself known in Mississippi. It can 
double its biomass in as little as 48 hours and forms thick mats on 
top of the water that greatly hinders usage of waterbodies. The rapid 
growth rate makes managing the plant very challenging and eradica-
tion a nearly impossible task. 

Red Imported Fire Ant
Though it is hard to imagine Mississippi without them, the Red 

Imported Fire Ant is native to Brazil and was introduced into 
the U.S. in the 1930s. In addition to the painful sting 
that some people are highly allergic to, many native 
species are affected by the introduction of these 
ants. One of the most notable examples is the 
bobwhite quail, whose population in Missis-
sippi is severely affected by direct and indirect 
predation.

Palmer Amaranth
Palmer Amaranth (Palmer Pigweed) is 

actually native to Southwest United States 
but has spread to other parts of the coun-
try and become a nuisance species. A single 
plant can produce up to 250,000 seeds and 
can grow 2-3 inches per day. Several popu-
lations of Palmer Amaranth have developed 
resistance to multiple classes of herbicides with dif-
ferent modes of action. This creates problems in agricultural 
settings and can result in devastating losses in crop yield. 

There are countless other invasive organisms that can have a pro-
nounced negative impact on our land and habitat. Since many of 
these have rapid reproductive capability, early detection is essential 
to have a chance of eradicating an unwanted species. It is highly 
beneficial to familiarize yourself with the native community in your 
area and continually be on the lookout for new unwanted invaders. 

Management
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we believe in 
giving you choices, 
not limitations

When you talk to Syngenta, the conversation 

is about you: your fi elds, your plans, your 

challenges, your business.

Can we help you get better stands, fi ght 

weeds and pests, and break through yield 

barriers? With our industry-leading portfolio 

in crop protection, seeds, seed treatments 

and traits, the answer is usually yes.

But important as great products are, we 

know that what really matters is helping 

you succeed.

So we believe in giving you choices, not 

limitations. Tools, not barriers. Collaboration, 

not manipulation. 

Let’s work together – toward your success.

© 2017 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo and Bringing Plant Potential to Life are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. www.syngenta.com
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we believe in 
giving you choices, 
not limitations

When you talk to Syngenta, the conversation 

is about you: your fi elds, your plans, your 

challenges, your business.

Can we help you get better stands, fi ght 

weeds and pests, and break through yield 

barriers? With our industry-leading portfolio 

in crop protection, seeds, seed treatments 

and traits, the answer is usually yes.

But important as great products are, we 

know that what really matters is helping 

you succeed.

So we believe in giving you choices, not 

limitations. Tools, not barriers. Collaboration, 

not manipulation. 

Let’s work together – toward your success.

© 2017 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo and Bringing Plant Potential to Life are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. www.syngenta.com
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Delta Sportsmen
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Growing up as an avid outdoors-
man in the Mississippi Delta, I 
hunted and fished for anything 
in season. Fishing for a variety 

of fish over the years has allowed me to pick 
up on a wide range of techniques to catch an 
array of species. Whether its hunting deer 
or frogs, or fishing for large catfish or small 
bream, I enjoy it all. But there is one fish I 
have enjoyed catching since I was a young 
— the Bowfin. 

The root of this passion I have for the 
Bowfin comes from the first catch. I was 
12 years old fishing an old bayou that ran 
through our land when I hung one of these 
prehistoric fish in front of a culvert. As I 
landed the fish, I was in awe as I had never 
seen anything like it in my life. Curious, I 
threw the fish into my bucket and ran back 
home to ask my dad what kind of alien I had 
just caught. As he peered into the bucket, 
he said, “Oh that’s a grinnel,” which I would 
later learn is a slang term for Bowfin. 

For those of you who may have never 
heard of these, Bowfin have been around for 
over 150 million years. Their native range 
in North America extends from Northern 
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico and ev-
erywhere east of that to the Atlantic. These 
fish have a variety of common names that 
include mudfish, grinnel, griddle, swamp 
trout, Cyprus trout and choupique. They can 
live in any body of water in the Delta. I have 
caught them in rivers, old bayous, sloughs 
and even ditches with less than a foot of wa-
ter in the middle of August. 

Bowfin are a hardy fish and very resilient 
due to being bimodal breathers like their 
family member, the gar. They can breathe 
oxygen by sticking their head out of the wa-
ter and taking a breath of fresh air, especially 
during summer when waters warm and be-
come stagnant and low in oxygen. 

Best Way to Catch a Bowfin
Over the years, I have found that the most 

exciting way to catch a Bowfin is by using a 

fly rod. The larger ones are finicky when it 
comes to artificial bait. The largest one I have 
landed using a bait caster is around 7 lbs, but 
they can grow much larger. When you final-
ly hook one, the fight is unlike anything else, 
which is why I have been more successful 
with larger ones using a fly rod. There is a fi-
nesse to this approach in comparison to using 
a bait caster. 

When I first picked up the fly rod, I was 
on a mission to beat the current state record 
of 3.52 lbs. I began tying my own flies and 
used every type of fly I could think of, but it 
was not until I tied a crawfish imitation that 
I made progress. Once I figured out crawfish 
were the golden ticket, I tied on a handful of 
them, then it was trial and error for weeks. 
First, I was using a rod that was too small 
with the wrong retrieval pattern. Then, I grew 

irritated enough and got a 9wt fly rod, which 
is significantly larger than the one I had, and I 
paired it with the correct line. I tied one of my 
crawfish on and varied my retrieval pattern. 
Finally, I discovered that retrieving as slowly 
as I could brought the most hits. The follow-
ing week all my patience and strategies paid 
off and I shattered the state record with my 
largest bowfin to date, which weighed 9 lbs 
(pictured page opposite). 

This summer I am looking forward to 
trying to beat my own record, and I strongly 
encourage anyone who enjoys flyfishing or 
a fish that puts up a good fight to give this 
method a shot. You will not regret it! Also, 
if anyone has any success stories/photos or 
tips to share, email me at steele@deltawild-
life.org. I would love to hear your thoughts 
and stories. 

Delta Fauna

One Man’s Trash-Fish  
is Another Man’s Treasure 

BY STEELE HENDERSON
Delta Wildlife Staff 

The root of this passion I have for the Bowfin 
comes from the first catch. I was 12 years old 
fishing an old bayou that ran through our land 
when I hung one of these prehistoric fish in front 
of a culvert. 
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The summer months in Delta 
woodlands bring warmer condi-
tions and a new crop of distinctly 
different macrofungi. These large 

visible species are somewhat less dependent 
on free soil moisture and more dependent 
on higher humidity that favors fungal spor-
ulation (spore formation) and asexual repro-
duction. This phenomenon closely coincides 

with an increase 
in pollen produc-
tion by trees of 
all species in late 

spring and early summer due to related forces 
that cause growing trees to respond to wa-
ter uptake as new leaves continue to expand 
and male flower reproductive tissues produce 
abundant pollen. Likewise, macrofungi in-
crease spore production as relative humidi-
ty and temperatures rise. Millions of fungal 
spores are released into the air, and those 
landing on suitable substrates germinate and 
initiate the formation of mycelium and new 
fruiting bodies as the life cycle continually 
repeats throughout the summer months. The 
same three major groups of macrofungi types 
are present, based on functional niches within 
woodland ecosystems, including mycorrhizal, 
parasites/pathogens and decomposers. Each 
is represented by different summer species 
that are utilized by wildlife as food, moisture 
sources and nourishment.

Mycorrhizal Fungi
A group of attractive mycorrhizal mush-

rooms, beneficial symbionts with the roots of 
oaks and other broadleaf trees, appear in Del-
ta forests during summer months. Some of 
these species form white stalks and brightly or 
darkly colored caps that are highly ornament-
ed with contrasting small wart-like white 
patches (bits of universal veil) over the entire 
surface and white gills on the reverse. The 
Panther Mushroom (Amanita pantherina) 
has a chocolate-brown to yellowish-brown 
cap whereas the cap of the related Fly Agaric 
(Amanita muscaria) is buff-yellow to deep red. 
The alluring beauty of these mushrooms hide 
their highly poisonous chemical composition, 

often indicated in nature by bright-red col-
oration. Both species produce muscimol, ibo-
tenic acid, and muscarine neurotoxins which 
can be dangerous if ingested, potentially 
causing nausea, tremors, seizures and cardiac 
arrest. The Death Angel Mushroom (Ama-
nita virosa) has a pure, indistinctive white 
cap without contrasting surface warts, but 
it is also deadly poisonous when consumed, 
producing amatoxins (pentacyclic oligopep-
tides) capable of destroying human liver cells 
sufficient to cause liver failure if too much is 
ingested. Amatoxins are lethal in even small 
doses, as little as half a mushroom. Unlike 
many ingested poisons, these toxins are not 
destroyed by heat. Thus, cooking Amanita 
mushrooms does not diminish their lethality. 
Wildlife learn to recognize the appearance 
and smell of these toxic species, associating 
the smell with unpleasant effects when con-

sumed, and avoid eating them.
Frost’s Bolete (Boletus frostii) is locally 

common and strongly associated with oak 
species. This fungus also forms a dark red 
cap like some Amanita species, but lacks the 
surface warts, has a pale-yellow margin and 
a pore surface on the reverse instead of gills. 
The stalk is reddish-yellow and strongly re-
ticulated (with net-like veins on the surface 
over the entire length), but turns blackish 
blue when bruised or damaged. It is edible 
with acidic, lemon-flavored flesh. 

A closely related species, Boletus floridanus, 
considered a subspecies of B. frostii by some, 
has finer reticulations on the stalk, a paler red 
cap and occurs primarily under evergreen live 
oaks, preferring sandy soils. Numerous other 
southern bolete species occur in Delta forests 
throughout the summer months, many of 
which are edible and serve as effective mycor-
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rhizal symbionts with broadleaf and coniferous trees.

Parasites and Pathogens
Berkeley’s Polypore (Bondarzewia berkeleyi) is an important patho-

gen that attacks living hardwood trees, especially oaks and occasion-
ally maples, causing a white, stringy root and butt rot of heartwood in 
the lower trunk and continuing decay on dead trees and stumps. This 
fungus forms a multi-lobed, annual fruiting body with tan or cream 
to ochraceous-colored caps and a white pore surface on the reverse. 
Compound clusters of fruiting bodies form on a short, thick stalk and 
may become quite large, conspicuously exceeding 20 inches wide and 
weighing over 30 pounds. The fungus may grow directly from the 
main trunk at the soil line or from infected roots several feet away 
from the main trunk. Decay does not typically extend beyond 3–5 feet 
above the ground, but significant reductions in structural stability of 
the tree can result from advanced infections, increasing susceptibility 
to wind throw or bole break during strong thunderstorms.

The Hypoxylon Canker Fungus (Biscogniauxia atropunctata) is the 
most commonly observed disease of oaks in Delta forests, partic-
ularly trees that have been injured, subjected to drought stress or 
weakened by other pathogens or wood-borer insect infestations. It 

also occasionally attacks 
hickories, beech and 
cottonwood trees. A 
related pathogen (Bis-
cogniauxia tinctor) pri-
marily infects sycamore 
trees. Hypoxylon canker 
is considered a second-
ary disease that often 
appears after a tree has 
been compromised by 
severe internal damage 
caused by other internal 
pests and wood decay 
fungi. The canker fun-
gus itself causes a white 
rot of the sapwood just 
under the bark and is 
easily recognized by the 
smooth, flat whitish to 

pale bluish-gray fruiting structures (stromata) with tiny black dots 
that replace bark tissues. Trees with large patches of canker and loose 
bark are in the final stages of decline and should be removed to avoid 
personal and property damage due to structural failures before the 
tree becomes a hazard.

Decomposers
Decomposer fungi break down woody organic matter in dead and 

dying trees, effectively recycling carbon and nutrients back into the 
soil, facilitating the regeneration of forest trees. The common Thick-
maze Polypore (Daedalea quercina) develops corky to very hard and 
woody bracket-like fruiting bodies (conks) broadly attached to dead 
wood of primarily oaks and infrequently on other hardwood species. 
The fungus causes a brown heart-rot decay that forms hollows in 
the center of dead logs. The caps are convex, white to pale brown or 
grayish brown, and up to six inches wide. The reverse has a distinc-
tive irregular, elongated maze-like pore surface divided into channels 
separated by white to light brown thin walls. The aroma is pleasant, 
but the flesh is too tough and bitter to be edible. This polypore rarely 
occurs west of Mississippi.

The Beefsteak Fungus or Ox-tongue Polypore (Fistulina hepatica) 
similarly causes a brown rot of living and dead hardwood trees, but 
particularly oaks. It is a week parasite that stains infected host wood a 
reddish-brown hue. Lumber produced from this wood is highly val-
ued by cabinet makers. Large annual fruiting bodies up to eight inch-
es wide form on stumps, logs or at the base of living broadleaf trees. 
The peculiar shape and color resembles a large bovine tongue with a 
rough-surface. The stalks are dark red, short and thick, often forming 
laterally or sometimes absent. The caps are wide, fan-shaped, rough 
to velvety, dark red and soft, often exuding dark red liquid. The pore 
surface is cream to buff-colored, becoming dark reddish brown when 
bruised. The spore print is typically pinkish-salmon colored. The flesh 
is dark red with usually paler marbling and has a strong acidic, cit-
rus-like taste. When sliced, the flesh releases a blood-red juice, giving 
the appearance of an uncooked beef steak. This fungus is edible when 
cooked, but some may find the flavor to be too sour and unpleasant. 
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The best specimens for consumption should be 
collected when young and may require longer 
cooking due to toughness. The fruiting bodies 
previously have been sold commercially as a 
meat substitute, and can still be found in some 
French markets.

Other common summer-blooming decom-
posers are found fruiting directly on the soil 
surface, deriving energy from dead tree parts 
and plant remains in the soil such as decayed 
logs, dead twigs and branches and other plant 
debris. These include the puffballs and related 
earthstars. Puffballs, e.g. Lycoperdon perlatum 
and similar species, are commonly discovered 
in a surprising way while hiking in the woods 
during summer months. The globular thin-
wall fruiting bodies tend to explode when 
stepped on, often producing a cloud of yellow-
ish to rusty-red fungal spores that fill the air. By 
contrast, earthstars like Geastrum saccatum usu-
ally form fruiting bodies that split along radial 

fissures and open up in the shape of a star. The 
familiar Bird’s Nest Fungi, such as Crucibulum 
laeve, form hollow fruiting bodies that contain 
a number of small, hard lentil-shaped struc-
tures resembling miniature bird’s nests con-
taining eggs, neatly arranged in a circular pat-
tern within the cuplike structure. Stinkhorns 
form more erect, hollow and columnar fruiting 
bodies that tend to be wet and shiny in appear-
ance when first formed, but quickly undergo 
auto-digestion to produce a foul-smelling, ge-
latinous matrix that attracts flies which dissem-
inate spores on their bodies to new locations. 
The remnants of the digested fruiting bodies 
of some stinkhorn species, including Dictyo-
phora indusiata, may form a beautiful intricate 
and delicate globe structure around the stalk 
that has a white, wedding veil-like appearance. 
However, the fetid odor in the air surrounding 
these fungi will cause one to want to admire 
their beauty only from a distance.

Correction
In the Spring 2021 edition of 

Delta Wildlife Magazine, there was 
a photo labeling error in the article 
Delta Mushrooms in all Seasons: 
Spring Bloomers. On page 30, the 
bottom photo labeled Sweet Knot 
Fungus (Globifomes graveolens), 
should have been labeled Crown-
tipped Coral Fungus (Artomyces 
pyxadata).
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Work has begun by Delta Wildlife field staff on the 
targeted removal of Feral Swine in a four-county 
area within the South Delta as a part of the Mis-
sissippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement Project. Staff 

have been hard at work signing up, assessing damage and moving 
equipment with the latest technology in feral swine trapping to those 
properties showing feral swine damage. 

This project and others across nine states are part of the Feral 
Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program — a joint effort be-
tween USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service funded by the 2018 Farm Bill 
to help address the threat that feral swine pose to agriculture, ecosys-
tems and human and animal health.

NRCS and APHIS are working with Delta Wildlife on this pilot 
project in Mississippi to deliver NRCS-funded assistance to produc-
ers for eradication and control activities in Sharkey, Issaquena, War-
ren and Yazoo counties. Collaboration in the pilot area will provide 
outreach, training opportunities, trap distribution, monitoring and 
evaluation. Activities also allow efforts to focus on their eradication 
and control of feral swine by educating landowners and providing 
tools and equipment that can be used after the project has ended.

The purpose of the Mississippi Delta Feral Swine Abatement 
Project is to 1) reduce feral swine populations and 2) reduce impacts 
of feral swine in the project area. Thirty-one percent of the 1.5 mil-
lion acre project area is in row-crop agricultural production. The bal-
ance of the acres are in forest and conservation lands, which is home 
to one of the densest populations of feral swine in Mississippi. The 
annual impact this feral swine population has on cropland exceeds 
$60 million. This project will support existing USDA Wildlife Ser-
vice feral swine management activities in the project area and provide 
technical and direct assistance to private landowners in the project 

area to actively trap and remove feral swine.
Up to 121,654 acres have been enrolled in the 4-county project 

area since Jan. 29, 2021, when the sign up was announced. County 
specific acreages can be found below.

Total Acres 
Enrolled

Issaquena 
(Acres)

Sharkey 
(Acres)

Yazoo 
(Acres)

Warren 
(Acres)

121,654 43,371 36,395 34,770 7,118

To date, 382 feral swine have been removed off of 13 properties in 
33 trap drops by Delta Wildlife Staff as part of the project. Several ad-
ditional properties are being monitored and we expect these numbers 
to continue to increase as high water recedes within the project area. 

Total Feral 
Swine Removed Issaquena Sharkey Yazoo Warren

382 110 0 183 89

Any private landowners interested in seeking assistance within the 
four county area can request services by visiting https://www.del-
tawildlife.org/feralswine.html on the Delta Wildlife website’s home 
page to submit an online application. 

Site Visits and Assessments will be completed by Mississippi Soil 
and Water Conservation Commission staff on a first come first serve 
basis, then active management/trapping will be prioritized and sched-
uled using a damage assessment ranking tool by Delta Wildlife Staff. 

Any questions or inquiries regarding the program details or as-
sistance for enrolling in the program may be made to Jody Acosta, 
Delta Wildlife Nuisance and Invasive Species Program Manager. He 
can be contacted via email at Jody@deltawildlife.org or via telephone 
at 662-686-3385. 

Project Update for the Mississippi Delta 
Feral Swine Abatement Project
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Post Spawn 
Success

BY PARKER FREW, DELTA WILDLIFE STAFF 

I n today’s world of bass fishing, you hear the phrase 
“post spawn” thrown around a lot. It seems as 
though you generally begin to hear people talk 
about this when the leaves have turned green, the 

nights have become shorter and the days have become 
much longer. But what does the term “post spawn”  
truly mean? This is when the water temperatures begin  
to reach that level around or above 70 degrees. Bass 
typically spawn in the Mississippi Delta somewhere 
around the 60 degree mark. This usually lasts around 
three weeks depending on our weather. 

So, after bass spawn, where do they go? What do they do? This period is 
generally viewed to most as a harder time of the year to catch fish. While 
that can be true in some cases, I believe it is really our approach to how we 
typically try to target them that makes it tough. Changing up your tactics 
and leaving old memories behind can help get over that initial edge of 
locating and catching them this time of year. 

The Spawn Was Last Month
I believe every single person who enjoys bass fishing looks forward to 

catching fish during their spawning period. Bass move really shallow and 
become much easier to catch compared to the months before. While this 
is a great time to be on the water, it really does not last as long as most 
believe. A female bass will typically only need a few days to finish the 
spawning process. Male bass will stay around a lot longer, but they tend to 
be much smaller in size compared to the female. I have learned over time 
to truly embrace the spawn and enjoy those days of good fishing but not to 
get too hung up on the pattern itself. Being able to locate fish is the very 
first step in catching fish. Your odds of catching fish are much higher if 
you are simply in the right area with more fish. Now, this does not mean 
that when fish finish spawning they dive straight back down to their win-
ter homes. A bass tends to heavily feed after the spawn. A lot of energy is 
expended during the spawning period causing fish to burn off a lot their 
winter time weight that they have gained over the last few months. My key 
to success is usually finding areas that a bass can easily target prey. These 
areas may be things as simple as a bank with overhanging trees that cast a 
shadow or an area where water may be concentrated causing current to be 
present. One way I begin searching for these areas is to use a fast moving 
bait that I can cover a lot of water with such as a spinnerbait or a crankbait. 
This allows me to eliminate empty water and capitalize on the fish that are 
already actively feeding. Once I locate a few with the faster moving baits, I 
will then slow down and fish the area with a slower presentation such as a 
jig or a Texas rig. This will allow you to truly dissect an area and see the real 
potential of just how many fish are present. This also helps you decipher 
their exact position where they are located or staged to feed.
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Get in the Dirt
I love hearing this phrase when it comes to this time of year. Early in 

my days of bass fishing I really did not understand just how shallow a bass 
could live — some tend to live shallow 365 days a year. These fish are ex-
tremely fun to chase in the later months of spring and early summer when 
we begin to get those hot days where the nights stay much warmer than the 
prior weeks before. I have caught some of the biggest bass in my life that 
were swimming in water less than 2 feet deep. When I decide to target fish 
in these shallow areas, one 
thing comes to mind: top 
water baits. There is nothing 
more heart racing than see-
ing a full-grown bass com-
pletely explode on your bait 
floating right on the water’s 
surface. I will almost always 
fish these super shallow 
depths with some sort of a 
top water bait. Two baits that 
will always be a good choice 
are a buzz bait and a frog. Areas this shallow are usually located relatively 
close to the bank. A bait such as these two can imitate anything from a flee-
ing baitfish or a small rodent that has slipped into the water’s edge. A buzz 
bait and a frog are both weedless baits that will allow you to fish these areas 
efficiently without staying hung up on brush or other types of vegetation. 

All in all, the “post spawn” time of year is a time to truly catch a lot of fish. 
Breaking old habits and exploring new areas can help you locate fish that are 
trying to feed up for the long summer months. Changing from much slower 
presentations to others that will allow you to keep moving can help speed the 
process up. There is going to be a lot going on in the waters that are starting 
to warm. All of the inhabitants that have been wintering through the long 
cold days are now out on the move ready for those warm sunny days.

All of the inhabitants 
that have been  
wintering through 
the long cold days 
are now out on the 
move ready for those 
warm sunny days.
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Mississippi Timber Price Report
1ST QUARTER 2021 

The Mississippi Timber Price Report provides a picture of 
timber market activity showing regional and statewide stump-
age prices for common forest products. This report should 
only be used as a guide to help individuals monitor timber 
market trends. The average price should not be applied as 
fair market value for a specific timber sale because many vari-
ables influence actual prices each landowner will receive. This 
report and historical timber prices are available by contact-
ing your local county Extension office or at www.extension. 
msstate.edu/forestry/forest-economics/timber-prices. 

How are prices obtained? This report used data from 63 
timber sales conducted and reported across Mississippi 
during first quarter 2021. Reporters include forest product 
companies, logging contractors, consulting foresters, land-
owners and other natural resource professionals. 

Are you interested in becoming a cooperative price reporter 
or do you want more information about the Mississippi Timber 
Price Report? Contact Marc Measells at mkm2@msstate.edu 
or at 662-325-3550 for more information. 

PRICE TRENDS 
▶ As is typical in Mississippi during the first quarter, areas of 
the state had above-normal rainfall, especially in March. Prices 
typically increase the first quarter as wetter weather conditions 
prevail. Landowners with land that could be harvested during 
the wet weather benefited. The first quarter statewide stump-

age prices for pine products are in Table 1 and hardwood prod-
ucts are in Table 2. Figures reflect 10-year statewide average 
price trends. 
▶ Compared to the 4th quarter, statewide average prices 
changed (-14.8% to 28.8%) during the 1st quarter with most 
product classes having higher prices. However, prices varied 
for some product classes across regions. Record lumber prices 
have continued into 2021. However, our abundant oversupply 
of standing timber continues as the main contributor to our 
stumpage prices. The good news, statewide average prices 
compared to the previous year (1Q 2020) for pine sawtimber 
increased 26.5% and pine chip-n-saw increased 9.1%. Unfortu-
nately, hardwood product prices have continued to struggle. 
▶ Housing starts peaked in December 2020 and decreased 
through February 2021. The unemployment rate, although still 
high, has continually decreased since April 2020. As unem-
ployment rates and the overall economy continue to improve, 
timber markets should recover. However, record lumber pric-
es have caused housing starts to stall, which will possibly lead 
to a market reduction on lumber prices. Prices during the 2nd 
quarter are not expected to change much. Most economic 
forecasters still expect the recovery to continue throughout 
2021. As noted in the previous report, construction on new 
mills and mill expansions will be beneficial to Mississippi 
landowners. The increased competition from these new mills 
are much needed! Keep in mind, we still face an enormous 
overabundant supply of standing timber in Mississippi that 
will restrain stumpage price moving forward. 
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Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are 
commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with 
Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. 
This product has been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems. 
Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in 
countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and 
international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is 
not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying 
position for this product.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. It is a violation of federal and state law to 
use any pesticide product other than in accordance with its labeling. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba or 
glyphosate are approved for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with XtendFlex® 
technology. ONLY USE FORMULATIONS THAT ARE SPECIFICALLY LABELED FOR SUCH USES AND 
APPROVED FOR SUCH USE IN THE STATE OF APPLICATION. May not be approved in all states. Contact the 
U.S. EPA and your state pesticide regulatory agency with any questions about the approval status of 
dicamba herbicide products for in-crop use with Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans or cotton with 
XtendFlex® technology.

Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba. 

Cotton with XtendFlex® technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, dicamba 
and glufosinate. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Dicamba will kill crops that 
are not tolerant to dicamba. Glufosinate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glufosinate. Contact your 
Bayer dealer or refer to the Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control programs.

B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed brand representative for the 
registration status in your state.

Performance may vary from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather 
conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible 
and should consider the impacts of these conditions on the grower’s fields.

LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. Respect the Refuge and 
Corn Design® and Respect the Refuge® are registered trademarks of National Corn Growers Association. 
Acceleron®, Asgrow and the A Design®, Asgrow®, Bayer, Bayer Cross Design, DEKALB and Design®, 
DEKALB®, Deltapine®, Respect the Refuge and Cotton Design®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® 
and VT Double Pro® are trademarks of Bayer Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective 
owners. ©2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. DP-19058-DW-BC-TRI
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