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Chairman’s Message

Tim Huggins Named
Executive Director
BY ALLAN GRITTMAN

I

t is my pleasure to announce that Tim Huggins
has been named the new executive director
of Delta Wildlife and our sister organization,
Delta F.A.R.M.
A full profile of Tim will be featured in the next
issue of Delta Wildlife Magazine, but I am confident that our members understand the reason he
was the unanimous choice of our Search Committee for the position. He understands the role and
mission of our organization and articulates a vision for the future that will resonate with all of our
members and friends.
Many of you probably already know Tim. He has
been with us on staff now for a decade as a very
respected and valuable part of the Delta Wildlife and Delta F.A.R.M. team, so
he was the obvious choice for this position. We have full confidence that he will
work diligently to ensure the growth and stability of this organization.
A native of Greenville and a current resident of Chatham, Tim graduated from
Delta State University and has been a vital part of our team since.
We are all enthusiastic about Tim’s hire, and I hope that our members will
reach out to him at 662-686-3359 or tim@deltawildlife.org.
I want to thank the people who served with me on the Search Committee —
Bobby Carson and Austin Jones. They joined the Delta F.A.R.M. leadership
— Bubba Simmons, Travis Satterfield, and Mike Sturdivant — in the work it
took to obtain a new Executive Director and we thank them. We also received
a lot of positive feedback from membership and the Board of Directors of Delta
Wildlife.
Thank you for your engagement and support, and I hope that your holidays are
filled with big bucks, limits of greenheads and wonderful family time.

Delta Wildlife Staff

Jody Acosta, Nuisance Wildlife Specialist
Henry Fraiser, Wildlife Technician
Sam Franklin, Wildlife Biologist
Parker Frew, Wildlife Biologist
Steele Henderson, Wildlife Technician
Tim Huggins, Executive Director

Delta Wildlife is a private, non-profit corporation dedicated to developing and properly managing wildlife habitat in the Delta and part-Delta Counties of Northwest
Mississippi. Delta Wildlife Magazine is published quarterly by Delta Wildlife, P.O. Box 276, Stoneville, MS 38776.
This is Volume XXVIII, Number 4, published in the
Winter of 2020. Members of Delta Wildlife receive this
publication as a benefit of membership. Delta Wildlife
welcomes suggestions and contributions from readers.
All materials should be sent to the Production Manager’s
attention. Materials are reviewed and approved by an editorial committee. Advertising rates are available by calling
(662) 686-3370 or emailing mcbrooks@deltacouncil.
org. The appearance of advertisers, or their identification
as a member of Delta Wildlife, does not constitute an
endorsement of the products or services featured.
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Delta Wildlife News

2020 Delta Wildlife Committees
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Lia Guthrie
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Mourning Dove,
Bobwhite Quail & Small
Game
Bryan Jones, III, Chairman*
Bill Kennedy, Vice-Chairman*
Hall Barret, III*
Mike Lamensdorf*
Scott Flowers*
Sledge Taylor*
Austin Frye
Austin Jones*
B.T. Steadman
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Chip Upchurch
Dan Branton
David “Guy” Ray
Duncan Moore
Ed Moody
Erle West Barham
Grant Brabham
H.T. Miller, Jr.
Hunter Mitchell
Jay Janous
Jerry Stevens
Kirk Malmo
Lia Guthrie
Mark D. Morrison
Paul Padgett
Ralph Owens, Jr.

Sells J. Newman
Pat Patton
Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin*
Travis Satterfield
Tripp Hayes
Tucker Miller III

Waterfowl
Randy Sewall, Chairman*
Allan Grittman, Vice-Chairman*
Bill Kennedy*
Gibb Steele*
Louis Lambiotte*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Terry Dulaney*
Andy Anderson
Arthur Abercrombie
Austin Frye
Austin Jones*
B.T. Steadman
Billy George Janous
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bryan Jones*
Burke Fisher
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Charles M. Merkel, Jr.
Chip Upchurch
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David Coon
Drew St. John
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Peyton Randolph
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Smith Stoner
Steve Gelvin
Strider McCrory
Ted Connell
Teddy Morrow

Thomas Lusco
TJ Mallette
Tom Tollison
Tommy Goodwin*
Travis Satterfield
Trip Braund
Tucker Miller III
Wade Litton
Will Jones
Will Long
William McNamara
WP Brown

White-tailed Deer &
Eastern Wild Turkey
John Murry Greenlee, Chairman*
Austin Jones, Vice-Chairman*
Louie Thompson*
Murry McClintock*
Rod Veazey*
Will Choate*
Alex Gates
B. Jones
Bart Freeland
Bill N. Lowther
Bobby Carson*
Boyd Atkinson
Brantley P. Nichols
Brian Ikerd
Bruce Leopold
Cameron Dinkins, IV
Craig Rozier
Dan Branton
David Young
Dudley Stewart
Duncan Moore
Ed Robinson
Gus Pieralisi, Jr.
James C. Robertson, III
Jason Meyer
Jay Janous
Jimmy Donahoo
Joe Alderman
Kit Stovall
Lewis “Mac” McKee
Louis Hoop
Mark Sledge
Mattson Flowers
Peyton Randolph
Pittman Edwards, Jr.
Robert Dale, Jr.
Rodney Tharp
Sha Sory
Smith Stoner
Steve Garrett
Strider McCrory
Teddy Morrow
Tom Tollison
Tucker Miller III
Will Redditt
Will Weathers
Will Young
William Deviney
Wynne Cox
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PHOTOS BY MSU EXTENSION/GARY BACHMAN

Delta Flora

LEFT: Lichen is an unlikely combination of fungi and algae that live in a symbiotic relationship using the tree and shrub bark for support. It does
not feed on the plant. MIDDLE: While seen most often on trees and shrubs, lichen will grow on any hard surface outdoors. RIGHT: Although lichen
does not harm its host plant, its presence is an indicator that the tree or shrub is under some kind of stress.

Unusual Lichen Does Not Harm
Host Plants
DR. GARY R. BACHMAN
MSU Extension Service

A

lot has changed during this year of the COVID-19
pandemic. For one thing, there has been a dramatic
increase in interest in the home landscape and garden.
People are spending more time in the garden and actually taking a look at what’s going on.
In fact, gardeners are taking very close looks, which can result
in them finding things that some think can only occur in the crazy
COVID year. And believe me, I gets calls and emails about them
all.
One thing that causes the most landscape consternation is lichen. Generally, lichen sightings are most common in January or
February, but I’ve been getting panicked calls all year about this
greenish-gray mold that people are afraid is killing their trees and
shrubs. It’s understandable that this unnatural-looking “stuff ”
seems to be the cause of the problem.
The good news is that lichen is not the cause of whatever is
going on. Let me say that again: Lichen is not killing your plants!
Lichen is an unlikely combination of fungi and algae that live in
a symbiotic relationship using the tree and shrub bark for support.
They are not feeding on the plant.
Lichen actually can feed itself. The algae act like the leaf of a
plant and use photosynthesis to convert sunlight into sugars to
supply the food, while the fungi act like plant roots to gather water
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and other needed nutrients.
These interesting organisms are found throughout the world.
There’s always lichen on tree trunks, and these organisms will grow
on any hard surface outdoors, from wooden fences to rocks and
birdhouses.
While lichen does not harm the host plants, its presence is an indicator that the trees and shrubs are under some kind of stress. This
stress could be from temperature or from over- or under-watering.
Stress causes the canopy of the trees and shrubs to thin out,
which allows more light to get into the canopy. In response to the
higher light levels, the lichen becomes much more noticeable.
Adding to the confusion surrounding lichen is the fact that it
can be present in different forms and structures, from wavy folds to
hairy-looking balls of fuzzy growth.
If you have lichen on your trees and shrubs, you don’t have to
remove it. Remember, lichen is not causing any problems.
The best strategy to ward off lichen is to keep your landscape
plants in optimum condition. A healthy and well-growing plant
will have a canopy that discourages lichen growth. Be sure to follow Mississippi State University Extension Service recommendations for watering, fertilization and other best management practices. Light pruning of damaged branches encourages new branch
growth, which, in turn, helps to establish a denser canopy.

Delta Conservationist

Delta Wildlife Board Member Highlight

Bill Ryan Tabb
BY AMY TAYLOR

D

elta Wildlife Board Member Bill Ryan Tabb has enjoyed the natural resources of the Delta for a lifetime.
Raised in Rosedale, his first hunting experiences were
dove hunting in sunflower fields on the family farm
with his dad. Soon after, he was introduced to duck hunting and
since his dad was also the principal at Rosedale High School,
Bill Ryan had the opportunity to frequently hunt with legendary
Rosedale football coach and avid duck hunter, Leland Young.
“I learned to love the great outdoors at an early age, from dove
and duck hunting and later to deer hunting at Beulah Island,” he
recalls. Still a member of Beulah Island Hunting Club, Bill Ryan
reflects on a lifetime of hunting there with his dad, the camaraderie of friends and the simple quiet time to contemplate life and just
enjoy the moment. He comments, “I still love to hunt but I find
myself at the stage where I just enjoy watching my son, Collins,
and my nephew, Daniel Dye, and their friends hunt. I will admit
I still get buck fever when they have a successful hunt, but mostly
I’m just the photographer!”
Bill Ryan received a degree in Ag Business from Mississippi
State University in 1996. Throughout college, he had the opportunity to experience several jobs, including an internship in Washington, D.C., working under Dr. Mark Keenum in Senator Thad
Cochran’s office, but he ultimately made the decision to return
home to the Delta and join his family’s farming operation in Bolivar County. He explains, “I was just drawn back home to farm
because I love being outdoors (except for July and August!), and
I had the opportunity to be my own boss.
“I’ve been connected to Delta Wildlife as
well as Delta Council and Delta F.A.R.M.
for years. They have been instrumental in
leading conservation efforts throughout
the state and addressing the devastation of
flooding in the South Delta, not to mention
their hard work in controlling nutria and feral hog issues.” He adds, “And I’ve personally witnessed their conservation efforts here
at home. For instance, at Beulah Island, Delta Wildlife has installed water structures to
enhance our duck habitat, and on our farm,
they’ve helped guide the installation of our
pollinator plots for honeybees and provided
assistance in planning, proper management
and maintenance.
“We farmers have to be conservationists.” He adds, “It is our
responsibility to leave the land in better shape than we found it,
whether we’re farming or restoring and preserving our wildlife
habitat.”
Currently the Chairman of the Mississippi Soybean Promotion
Board, Bill Ryan is also a board member of Beulah Island Hunting Club. Previously, he served as president of the Bayou Academy

Board of Directors and as a board member of Delta Council, the Rice Council
and the Mississippi Soybean Association. He has also been a member of the
Mississippi Farm Bureau county board
for 21 years, having served as its president as well as on its Board of Directors.
A member of the First Baptist Church
of Cleveland, Bill Ryan is married to
the former Leslie Collins of Cleveland,
and they are the parents of two children, Collins and Annsley.
“I’ve had people outside of the Delta ask why we live here, and
I tell them how fortunate we are. This is home—a place where
our roots are firmly planted and a place small enough that we can
develop close personal friendships and uphold the values that have
been instilled in us for a lifetime,” Bill Ryan comments. “The Lord
has also blessed us with great resources such as our rich soil, and
we have to be good stewards of our blessings, preserving the land
for our children and the generations to come.”
WINTER 2020

|

Delta Wildlife

7

Delta Sportsmen

55
§
¨
¦

During the 2020–2021 hunting season Mississippi Department
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) will continue efforts
to monitor for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) within white-tail
deer populations. This year, hunters will have access to 46 freezer
drop off locations to submit samples for testing.
Hunters should be aware that this hunting season will include
mandatory sampling weekends for three separate regions of the
state on three separate weekends. During these weekends, temporary freezer sites and physical check stations will be made available
in addition to permanent freezer locations.
Following the discovery of CWD, Mississippi adopted CWD
Management zones that have regulations pertaining to deer carcass
transportation and supplemental feeding.
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Yalobusha counties

1) Carcasses may not be transported outside of any CWD Management Zone. Research has shown that decomposed carcasses of
infected animals can
also contribute to
transmission when
prions bind to soil
and plant material.
Thus, movement of
carcasses may introduce CWD into
previously uninfected areas. Any harvested deer may be
taken directly to a taxidermist or meat processor within the CWD
Management Zone. Only the below products may leave a zone:
 Cut/wrapped meat (commercially or privately)
 Deboned meat
 Hides with no head attached
 Finished taxidermy
 Antlers with no tissue attached
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 Cleaned skull plates (no brain tissue)
 Cleaned skulls (no lymphoid or brain tissue)
2) Supplemental feeding is banned in all CWD Management
Zones (salt licks, mineral licks and feeders). Direct contact with prions is the most effective means of transmitting CWD. Research indicates saliva may have the highest concentration of prions. Thus, to
minimize concentration of deer and potential spread of CWD, supplemental feeding is banned within all CWD Management Zones.
For more information CWD in Mississippi and submitting
CWD samples visit www.mdwfp.com/cwd.
2020-2021 MANDATORY SAMPLING DAYS (SEE MAP)
During the 2020–2021 hunting season, all deer harvested in the
respective counties and dates listed below must be submitted for
CWD sampling by 10 p.m. on the day of harvest. Permanent freezers will be available during these weekends, as well as the below
respective temporary freezer sites and physical check stations.
Hunters should preserve the head with at least 6 inches of neck
attached. Antlers and skull plate may be removed without affecting
the lymph nodes used for testing. If antlers are not removed, they
cannot be returned to the hunter.
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Game Cameras: A Management
Tool for White-Tailed Deer?
BY BILL HAMRICK

Senior Extension Associate, Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Aquaculture
Mississippi State University

W

hite-tailed deer management involves more than
just managing habitats and planting supplemental food plots. Deer management “done right” requires managing populations as well. However,
population management is not as simple as just maintaining deer
numbers within carrying capacity of the land. Estimates of deer
population characteristics and developing good harvest management strategies based on this information also are important for
maintaining a healthy and productive deer herd.
So, how does one go about estimating deer population characteristics? Much of the information needed to make management
decisions regarding deer populations can be gathered from a properly conducted game camera survey. What began as a cool gadget for photographing bucks and monitoring food plots or game
trails has since become an important survey instrument for deer
managers. Deer population characteristics, such as buck-doe ratio,
fawn crop and age structure, provides biologists and deer managers
with insight into the demographics and productivity of a particular
deer population. Biologists then use this information to make recommendations that help landowners or hunting clubs reach their
management goals.
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Buck-doe ratio is simply the number of adult males compared to
the number of adult females in a deer population. Deer populations
with buck-doe ratios skewed heavily toward females (five adult
does for every one adult buck), is a strong indicator of over-harvest
of bucks and under-harvest of does. Such a heavily skewed buckdoe ratio might also mean there is an overpopulation problem. Increased doe harvest would thereby reduce forage intake and allow
the habitat to provide more food per individual deer, which would
improve deer quality and productivity.
Annual fawn crop estimates are a good way to gauge deer herd
productivity or recruitment. This information helps form the basis
for harvest recommendations. For example, if one of your management objectives is to stabilize population growth, then adult deer
harvest should be about equal to that of the previous year’s fawn
crop.
What if the estimated fawn crop numbers are low in proportion
to adult doe numbers in the population? Low fawn recruitment can
be a result of several different factors or a combination of factors.
Habitat conditions may be poor as a result of overpopulation or
from lack of habitat management. Poor habitat can translate to poor
physiological condition of does, which negatively impacts their re-

production and/or fawn survival. Maybe
fawn predation rates are high because of inadequate fawning cover or too many predators, such as coyotes.
The age structure of a deer population is
simply the proportion of animals in each age
class (1 year-old, 2 years-old, etc.). If producing larger-antlered bucks is one of your
management goals, then knowing something
about buck age structure is critical. What
most deer managers like to see in a buck
population is an even age structure, which
is a somewhat equal number of young and
older bucks. An even age structure indicates
that young bucks are being produced and
many of them are surviving to reach the 3to 5-year-old age classes. On the other hand,
a deer population that consists mostly of 1to 2-year-old bucks and very few 3-year-old
and older bucks indicates many bucks are
being harvested at a young age. While nutrition is certainly a factor in antler growth and
development, the best formula for producing
large antlers is to allow young bucks to reach
those older age classes.
When compared with other survey methods, game camera surveys provide the best
potential for a reliable, cost-effective method
to estimate deer population characteristics.
What’s more, using trail cameras to gain
valuable information about the deer herd
you are managing is a lot of fun! In addition
to deer photos, you will photograph a lot of
other interesting critters. For more information about deer surveys, see our Extension
publication 2788, Conducting Camera Surveys to Estimate Population Characteristics of
White-Tailed Deer. Also, before conducting a
deer survey, be sure and check with the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries
& Parks regarding regulations and required
permits.

Rice makes shrimp better…
and not just on your plate.
Mississippi rice farmers are doing their part to
ensure that Gulf shrimp populations are healthy
and plentiful. How might you ask? Mississippi
rice producers are working to reduce the
amount of nutrients that leave their fields.
This ultimately helps to reduce Hypoxia in the
Gulf of Mexico, creating a healthier and more
productive fishery.
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Trapping:
The Fading
Footprint
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BY PATRICK MCINTIRE

T

rapping has always been a part of man’s life dating back to prehistoric years.
Originally, trapping was used for subsistence
and survival. During this period nothing from
ones’ catch was wasted. The prey was turned into food to
feed families and villagers. The entrails were used for bait on
the next set of traps. The hides were made into clothing and
shelter. Bones were forged into tools and weapons.
As the world advanced and times began to change, so did
the art of trapping. Trapping turned from a survival skill into
a business venture for many. Value was placed on the hides
and furs of many creatures and, depending on the species, the
values were more than could be imagined at the time. The
bartering of resources for furs drove man into creating territories and borders to establish their personal trap lines. The
fur trade was soon seen as a great occupation if you were in
the right part of the country. Unfortunately, due to the high
prices on furs, many animals were taken for their hides alone
and strictly for profit.

Although trapping led some men to be extremely successful
during the fur trade era, this also led to huge decreases in the
populations of targeted species. While beaver were, in the Mississippi Delta, the most plentiful targeted species due to the water
ways and wetlands, other animals were also trapped for their furs
such as: fox, mink, bear, skunks, otter and deer. And, believe it
or not, the Mississippi Game & Fish (precursor to the current
MDWFP) actually re-introduced beaver back into Mississippi to
establish viable populations.
Trapping became less essential as new skills were developed and
possibilities discovered. The fur business slowly gave way as agricultural technologies developed and logging took over the marketplace. When people understood that one seed could make many
seeds and many seeds had much worth, the business of fur trapping
and its footprint began to fade across the country. Industrialization
began to expand, and technologies began to rise while the need of
trapping was on a downward slide. The introduction of synthetic
fabrics, and farms dedicated to raising animals that were traditionally targeted by trappers rang the death knell for the age-old skill.
What was once the main source of living for many quickly
became just a hobby or conversational past time for a few. With
the lack of trappers taking part in the traditions of the past, the
population of many fur bearing animals once again began to rise.
For those who still take part in the targeting of specific animals, hoping to catch them in a carefully laid trap, it has become
more of a sport or hobby. It is done mostly by individuals seeking
that one-on-one interaction with Mother Nature and to protect
their investments.
There are many obstacles modern trappers face when trying to
capture their prey. Understanding an animal’s habits and habitat
are the two easiest to comprehend. Yet that same behavior
and the reasoning for it are also the two most problematic to understand. While some trappers are able gain the
needed knowledge to help target their catch, some never do. Nevertheless, the ones that never can quite grasp
the “whys” and “why nots” of the animal’s actions can
still enjoy the chase and the elusiveness of their prey.
Modern day trapping in the Mississippi Delta is
most commonly used to mitigate areas and properties of nuisance animals and as a land management
tool. Trapping can be and is used to manage habitat areas and aid in the growth of other desired
wildlife. A vast number of hunting clubs and management areas utilize trapping to help their habitat areas thrive and help the population of many
other game animals increase.
These same management principles are also
applied in the agricultural and timber industries.
Protection is the service that trapping provides
to the farmer and timber owners. The prehistoric
trade protects the farmer’s time, investments and
livelihood. The same goes for the timber industry.
Trapping helps protect their future profits and
lifestyles. As a trapper myself, it would be a safe
statistic to state that 90 percent of all of the individuals that I have contact with and/or assist with
control measures are farmers and timber owners.
Beaver are easily the number one targeted animal that I am asked to assist with throughout the
state, followed by hogs. Beaver, a semiaquatic rodent, are said to cause on average of $100 million
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in damages to farm and timber lands annually, while hogs trail
the beaver’s devastation by claiming on average $60 million in
damages a year. These damages are not contained to any certain
land types. They range from woody to wetland, from hilly terrain
to flat lands and from public property to privately owned tracts.
By gaining knowledge from working in a large range of habitats and by furthering my skills by facing off with different
pest animals that I chase, the more successful I have become in
capturing my targeted prey. Because of this success, more crops
can be planted and harvested, and more timber tracts are able to
thrive and grow tall. Artificial high water is lowered, less ground
is wasted, more cambium lining is left alone and ground is saved
from becoming a rooting pot and pigsty.
These skills are not only effective in the agricultural and wooded areas. There is always that special need to assist in apprehending critters in urban neighborhood and rural dwelling settings.
There is also the occasional need for dispatching of coyotes and
foxes stalking house pets, hungry raccoons raiding chicken coops
and garbage cans and the random otter attempting to make a den
under someone’s home.
It seems even though the footprint of trapping is fading with
the times, the heel is still visible. The trade is still known, and the
need is still relevant for others who need it to reach their goals in
today’s market. Trapping is still used for what one can call survival but is just in a different magnitude from what it once was. As
long as there is a need, there will be a calling, and as long as there
is a calling, the footprint can never fade away.
Patrick McIntire is an owner/operator of his animal damage control
business “Precision Trapping” and works throughout the Mississippi
Delta. Contact him at precisiontrapping@yahoo.com or (662) 3367714.
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YOU CAN’T OWN THE SKY,
BUT YOU CAN OWN THE LAND.

When it comes to financing rural land for hunting, fishing,
or just living, nobody can provide more rural lending expertise
than Southern AgCredit. So spread your wings. Give us a call,
and buy some some land in the country today.

SouthernAgCredit.com | (800) 449-5742

Begin.

Grow.

Improve.

Hunt.

Unwind.

The Best Financing
in the Country

WHERE BUCKS MOVE FAST
BUT LIFE DOESN’T.
R E C R E AT I O N A L L A N D
FINANCING

P R O U DLY S E RVING N ORT H MI SSI SSI P P I I MS LAN DBAN K.CO M I

GREENVILLE STEEL SALES
Full Ser vice Steel & Fabrication
USED PIPE
12” TO 36”
Flashboard risers, culverts,
well casings ,
Tail water recovery systems
DELIVERED TO YOUR FARM
We will weld ‘em up, you just
drop ‘em in!

FREE DELIVERY

1715 North Theobald
Greenville , MS 38703
Open 7:30am—4:30pm
Monday—Friday
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Delta Wildlife Member Highlight

Meredith
Allen
BY AMY TAYLOR

A

Meredith with
longtime friend
and hunting
buddy, Dr.
Charles Nause,
after a successful
morning in the
blind.

native of Indianola, Meredith Allen’s entire life has
evolved around agriculture as well as the abundance of
wildlife in the Mississippi Delta.
He attended school in Indianola until 8th grade and
spent the following years at McCallie School in Chattanooga, Tennessee. After graduation from McCallie, he attended college at the
University of Mississippi, where he earned his Bachelor of Business
water Brake, they were here just recently trapping hogs for us. They
Administration in 1974.
harvested 25 to 30 hogs in just one small field. The feral hogs have
“After I graduated from Ole Miss, I came home to join my famicaused such devastation to our wetland acreage, but Delta Wildlife’s
ly’s farming operation in Sunflower County, but plans have a way of
efforts are helping keep them under control.
changing,” he laughs. “That fall, you might say, I harvested a crop I
“I’ve been a member of Delta Wildlife since its inception,” Meredidn’t plant, and the following spring, I planted a crop I didn’t hardith says. “With their vast knowledge and expertise, their guidance is
vest.” Soon after Meredith came home to farm, he began working
vital to the preservation of our abundant natural resources. And it’s
with V & M Cotton Company (later ContiCotton)
not only about the services they provide, but also the educational
where he served as Vice President of
programs for our children who repreMarketing for that company.
ers
pp
Po
ck
Doc’s Du
sent our future generations.”
A decade later in 1985, Meredith
of
the kitchen
favorite duck recipe from
In addition to membership in
joined Staple Cotton Cooperative AsBelow, Meredith shares a
Delta Wildlife, Meredith was presociation (Staplcotn) and Staple Cotton
Dr. Nause:
q Sliced bacon
viously a Director and a past Vice
Discount Corporation (Stapldiscount)
ed
ssing
q ½ duck breast, quarter
q Wishbone Italian Dre
President of the National Cotton
headquartered in Greenwood, Missisper
pep
o
pen
jala
q Sliced
Council. He is currently a Director
sippi. After 33 years of service, he retired
breast. Wrap
k
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of
e
sid
er
eith
on
per
Place sliced Jalapeno pep d with toothpick. Place in large pan.
of Delta Council. He has served on
from Staplcotn as President and CEO
ure
with ½ slice of bacon sec
cover. Refrigerate for
to
g
ssin
the Board of The SEAM as well as
in 2018. Meredith, however, continues
Dre
ian
Ital
ne
Fill pan with Wishbo
al grill until bacon is done.
the cotton committees of both the
rco
to work in the agriculture industry as the
cha
on
oke
Sm
rs.
hou
24
National Council of Textile Orgachairman of AMCOT, a trade association
nizations and the Intercontinental Exchange.
representing the combined interests of
He was also a member of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
America’s major cotton marketing cooperatives. He explains, “I’ve
Agribusiness Industry Council. He served as a Board member and
been involved in agriculture all my life, either farming or working for
Chairman of the Memphis Branch Federal Reserve Bank of St.
farmers. I love it and wouldn’t want to do anything else!”
Louis from 2003 to 2009 and Past President and Past Chairman of
An avid outdoorsman, Meredith grew up dove, deer and rabbit
Cotton Council International.
hunting. “My first memories of hunting doves and rabbits were with
Meredith and his wife, the former Margaret Capps of Cleveland,
my dad, Julian Allen. Due to so many soil conservation measures at
are the parents of three children—Meredith, Jr. (Kimberly), Alinda
that time, rabbits were in abundance. I remember it was much like
Guynes (Sumpter McGowin II), and Charles (Ann Elize)—and are
dove hunting; we’d all surround a field, the tractors with bush hogs
grandparents of eight.
would start running, and we’d start shooting.” He adds, “My first
“My father-in-law, Charlie Capps [Mississippi House of Repredeer hunting experience was with my uncle, David Allen, who took
sentatives 1972-2005], was such an inspiration to me. He loved the
us with him to Hurricane Point adjacent to the Mississippi River.
Delta and worked tirelessly to improve the Delta’s natural resources
There are some fond memories there as well. It really wasn’t until I
for all residents to enjoy—whether on private or public land.” Mermoved to Greenwood in 1985 that I was introduced to duck huntedith continues, “Like Charlie, I’m very thankful for God’s beautiful
ing, which is now my favorite.”
creation, and feel that we all have an obligation to protect it and pass
A member of Backwater Brake in Money, Mississippi, Meredith
it on to future generations. We also have a responsibility to teach our
has turned to Delta Wildlife for their expertise in waterfowl manchildren to appreciate and take care of what our Creator has given
agement. He comments, “The Delta Wildlife organization is an inus. This is a tremendous blessing that is available to everyone, and it’s
valuable resource for hunters and landowners. Not only have they
a very special part of the Mississippi Delta.”
installed in-ground structures to enhance our duck habitat at Back-
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Conservation Tracker
BY SAM FRANKLIN

T

his year has been climatically closer to normal as compared to the previous three years. There have been periodic rain events, of course, and we’ve had more hurricanes
than in recorded history. But in general, the late summer
and early fall dried out like it is supposed to. Most producers had
dry harvest conditions, and now everyone’s mindset is changing to
recreational and hunting gear. This sentiment can be further validated by the annual migration of side by sides, small tractors and other
necessary hunting camp equipment. Here are a few items for your to
do list as you are de-wasping your stands
and doing other chores around the camp.
Deer
Make sure to view and comply with
the statewide CWD regulations. The
mandates are changing all the time according to how sample results come in.
The county you live in could be different
than the one you hunt. So be aware.
Follow all feeding protocols as they
could have changed drastically with
CWD regulations. Also, be aware of the
regulations as to how the supplemental
feed can be administered, i.e. from a spin
feeder and not piled on the ground and
other specifications.
Clean your jaw bones thoroughly as
the harvests come in. The cleaner your
samples are, the less time your consultant
has to wait to handle them and the sooner your data will come back. I’ve been
told by some DMAP consultants that
they won’t even touch them until August
when they have completely dried out.
Also make sure your data tags are securely fastened to the jaw
bone. If they become separated, it’s no problem for just one (that can
be matched up) but if it’s two or more, it gets difficult and ultimately
diminishes the integrity of the data.
Ducks
As we’ve had a historical hurricane count this year, it makes duck
hole preparation and management difficult. If you timed planting,
fertilization and spraying with the rains, then you’re in really good
shape. But if you’re like most people, maybe you got some of the
work done and a flood came from one of the many hurricanes. That’s
especially hard to manage for those implementing moist soil management. Landowners almost have to inventory each flush of growth
as they come and apply the right management regime until the desired plant canopies and shades out undesirables. It’s not a one and
done process.
Most duck hunters know certain duck species like particular
depths of water. Watch your risers as the season goes, not only for

18

Delta Wildlife

|

WINTER 2020

leaks. Once the winter rains set in, you may get too much water for
your intended target species. An obstruction may plug your riser and
ultimately make the hole too deep for dabbling ducks, if that’s what
you’re after, so you will need to either clear the obstruction or have
an alternative outlet to keep your hole at the desired level.
One of the most important things to remember is don’t get frustrated. I see landowners that take on too much and then get frustrated and give up, myself included. But I have learned that if you
identify one thing and say, “I’m going to get that done today or this

year no matter what and focus on that task,” it’s not long and you will
have your place shaped up and have a real sense of accomplishment.
Hogs
As always shoot ’em if you got ’em.
For those unaware, Delta Wildlife, in conjunction with USDA
Wildlife Services, have an ongoing hog damage abatement program
in the South Delta with hopes of expanding it to additional areas in
the future. Should you need technical assistance, please feel free to
call the office at 662-686-3370.
Going into this hunting season is an unprecedented time with
lock downs from the summer, current social distancing practices,
personal protective equipment and just a general uncertainty of what
the future holds. But, that’s what huntin’ camps are for. To have a
place to escape all the world’s pressures is truly a luxury. People need
to decompress and that is true throughout history, from kings and
rulers to the common man. So get out and go to your escape, and
enjoy all that Mississippi has to offer.

Banking from
the deer stand?
With eStatements you can check
your bank statement anywhere.
Log into your Online Banking account
and change your delivery preference,
or contact your local branch today to
receive your monthly statement online!

Andy Jones, Chairman
Chris McGlawn, President
Will Nobile, Vice President
Andy Prosser, Secretary/Treasurer

Houston Battle
Dan Bradshaw
Bobby Jones
Shorty Jones

Ben Pentecost
Ed Pentecost
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Joe Oglesby, Director Emeritus
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Firearm
A
Safety

BY ROBERT DALE

s hunting season is now upon us, we should all
review some basics about hunter safety that we
should already know. Especially if you are fortunate enough to be introducing a new hunter, child
or adult, to the shooting/hunting sports, teaching and emphasizing firearm safety is of the utmost importance.
In my emergency medicine career, I have seen my share of
gunshot victims. Some victims of careless and needless accidents remain vividly in my memory, a few involving children.
One little boy presented with the proverbial BB in the eye
from a careless playmate. Another victim, a 12-year-old child
came in with a BB in his chest, thankfully not puncturing his
lung. This boy was engaged in a “play” BB gun fight with two
other kids. The worse thing about it was his mom was aware
of this activity and allowed it to happen. That fact landed her
before the Department of Human Services.
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Then there was the young son-in-law who was shot in his lower
legs while rabbit hunting. His father-in-law told him to go into a
briar thicket to see if he could flush a rabbit. In doing so the young
man caused a rustling in the thicket that his father-in-law said he
thought was caused by a rabbit. So, he blindly shot at the sound
peppering him with 6-shot pellets in both lower legs, thankfully not
serious, even though painful for the victim.
The worse “accidental” gunshot was a man shot at close range
during a turkey hunt. He and his young son were leaving the field in
mid-morning in full daylight and talking in a normal tone of voice
when he was knocked off his feet by a shotgun blast. The shooter
turned out to be a poacher on the property where only the victim had
permission to hunt. The child thankfully was spared, except for the
emotional trauma of his dad being shot, a trauma that caused him to
never go hunting again. Thankfully, they were brought to our ER by
the poacher who told us he thought he was shooting a turkey. The
dad sustained several shot pellets in the left side of his face, barely
missing his eye. He had shots in his left lung collapsing it, and one
shot severed one of the arteries in his neck which supplies blood to
the brain. We were able to stabilize him and transfer him to a trauma
center. He eventually recovered but reiterated to me years later the
event ruined his hunting relationship with his son.
Now, as you read these accounts, please do not think you are too
safe afield. Picture yourself in these victims’ places and think how a
senseless firearm accident can ruin your or someone else’s life.
Without question shooting sports are becoming more popular.
The National Shooting Sports Foundation, NSSF, reports nearly
five million first time gun buyers in 2020, 40 percent of whom are
women. Whatever the reason for these purchases, gun safety should
always be a priority. NSSF, among other organizations, promotes
firearm safety courses for beginning shooters and states require
hunting safety courses for hunting license purchases. As a result,
there has been a decline in preventable/accidental firearm deaths,

now statistically approximately one percent of all gun deaths.
Go to the NSSF website for several articles of interest. (www.
nssf.org/safety/lit) To summarize the Foundation’s 10 recommended
safety points, especially important for instructing beginner firearm
handlers:
 Always point the gun muzzle in a safe direction. Upward is
usually safe.
 Firearms should be unloaded when not in use.
 Do not rely on a gun’s safety. (I am aware of a child who
thought he would check to see if his shotgun’s safety were
engaged by pulling the trigger. The gun fired, thankfully not
injuring anyone.)
 When shooting, be sure of your target AND what is beyond
it.
 Use correct ammunition.
 If your gun fails to fire, handle it with extreme care. Take it to
a gunsmith if necessary.
 Always use eye and ear protection when shooting.
 Be sure the barrel is clear of obstruction before shooting.
 Do not alter or modify your firearm and have it serviced regularly.
 Learn the mechanical and handling characteristics of your
firearm.
I would also add not to enter a ground blind or climb into a tree
stand with a loaded firearm. And never handle any firearm when
under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Always treat every firearm
as if it is loaded!
In closing, I reiterate firearm safety cannot be overemphasized.
Shooting sports are wonderful recreation opportunities. Invite someone, a novice shooter you know, to join you on the practice range or
on a hunting adventure. Get them involved and be sure to teach and
insist to your new shooter firearm safety.
Be safe!
WINTER 2020

|

Delta Wildlife

21

Early Winter Bass Fishing
BY PARKER FREW

A

s the leaves start to change and the air begins to cool, anglers all around switch their mindsets about bass fishing.
A lot of anglers will slowly recede back into camo and
start their descent into the deer stands in hopes of bagging the first deer of the year. While some anglers slowly transition
back to the hunting camp, others begin to truly get excited about the
months to come. Fall bass fishing can be absolutely phenomenal all
the way into the early winter months. Bass will also begin to transition just as hunters do. Colder weather and shorter days signal a
feeding frenzy is on the way. While the boat ramp may appear thin
compared to just weeks earlier, don’t be fooled. This can mean the
whole lake is all yours and they are biting everywhere.
Stay on top of them
To me this can be one of the most important aspects of this time
of year. I love running down the lake on the first cold morning with a
north wind and thinking the bass should be right on the bank feeding everywhere. More times than not, this is not the case. One thing
I try to tell myself day in and day out is that a bass does not have
the internet. He doesn’t know that in 14 days there is a random cold
front headed in during the first part of October. All a bass knows is
that it has been a long hot summer, and he is still worn out. Bass will
remain in their summer homes until the water temperatures truly
begin to fall. I tend to follow this rule strongly when I am targeting
larger fish. There will always be “bank runners,” as I call them, that
live in shallow water 365 days a year.
While these fish can prove to be very predictable and fun to catch,
they are not the biggest fish in the lake. A large fish needs to have
optimum water temperatures that hold an adequate amount of oxygen to survive. I see a lot of people that shy away this time of year
because they believe that fishing has gotten really tough. In a way
that is true if you are not where the fish are. Finding the exact location and stage that bass are in is crucial this time of year. Be ready for
them to make their move shallow, but know that it may take a little
longer than you believe.
Change your presentation
Summer tends to push us towards using slow moving methodical
baits that will trigger a big lazy lethargic bass into biting. While this
is pure dynamite during the summer, it may not be the best choice
as winter approaches. Fish will begin to focus intensively on bait fish

22

Delta Wildlife

|

FALL 2020
WINTER
2020

this time of year. Shad will begin to push shallow as the nights get
longer and the water cools. Bass will slowly be more willing to chase
a bait a longer distance than they would just weeks before. Baits such
as a crankbait, spinnerbait, lipless crankbait or a topwater really begin
to shine during this period. These will offer the image of a bait fish
while also making key moves that will trigger them into biting. Most
of these baits can be fished from 20 feet deep all the way to just 1 or
2 feet deep with slight variations. Another thing that is very critical
about the lineup of baits is the ability to cover a lot of water. Moving
baits allows you to locate a school of fish much faster than slowly
probing with others.
Be ready for changes in the water
Just as fast as fall fish can turn on, they can turn off. Around December to January you will generally see the fall pattern dwindle away.
A large storm system such as a major cold front during this time of
year can really change things up. As the water begins to get below 55
degrees, bass will become once again very lethargic and slow down.
This is when you will need to change your approach when it comes
to your bait choice and your retrieve. Fish will begin to suspend in
columns of the water that tend to suit them best. In the south this
section of water tends to be around 5-8 feet in most lakes. Just deep
enough to avoid drastic changes in water temperature, but shallow
enough to still be able to absorb the warm sunlight. This is when
baits such as a jerk bait or a flat sided crankbait really begin to shine.
The jerk bait can be worked slow enough to entice a strike while
still maintaining the baitfish profile. When it comes to the flat sided
crankbait, what makes this bait work so well is the thin profile that
allows it to have a really subtle tight action. When the bass get cold,
so do the baitfish. Small baitfish such as shad begin to be very slow
with their moves. You will quit seeing huge schools of shad on the
bank frantically running from their predators. Slowing your retrieve
and making key stops or twitches are now more important than ever.
All in all, fall and winter can be some of the best days of your life
when it comes to bass fishing if you approach it the right way. Slow
down just a little before you head to the base of the tree or to the
duck blind and utilize the patterns of a fall feeding frenzy on the
lake. Keep the bass located, tie on your favorite spinnerbait, be aware
of the subtle changes and you will absolutely forget about that big
deer on camera. These are the days where your dream of that huge
fish can come true all without the sweat and sunburn of the summer.
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Day in The Life
BY STEELE HENDERSON

Delta Wildlife Intern
Mississippi State University Senior studying Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science

A

day in the life of a Delta Wildlife nuisance and invasive
species intern can be hectic but exciting at times. The
two programs that my co-workers and I operate under
consist of assisting landowners with feral swine population control using electronic cellular linked traps and working with
catfish producers throughout the Mississippi Delta with the harassment of Double-Crested Cormorants using pyrotechnics. These
programs are in place to combat the damage done by these animals
to our natural ecosystems. Thousands of acres of crop lands, land
placed into the conservation programs through Delta Wildlife, such
as the Wetland Reserve Program are heavily harmed. We battle daily
against the feral swine and the cormorants as they migrate from the
neotropics. The cormorants make quite an impact on the aquaculture
industry as they can essentially eat hundreds of metric tons of fish
meant for the market. In some situations, working as an agent of the
fish farm using lethal take is necessary due to the cormorants habituating to our harassment techniques.
As I stated earlier, days can be
If you love
hectic especially as the migration
what you do, of cormorants begin and these two
begin to collide, quite
it is not really programs
literally turning it into a 24-hour
workday. One of my most memowork, in my
rable days began at 6:30 a.m. I travopinion.
eled to three different trap sites in
three different counties across the
Delta to rebait the traps and replace the batteries in two of the traps
while troubleshooting the other for signal issues. This took up a large
majority of the daylight hours on this day. Upon arrival back home,
I began monitoring the eight different traps that we had activated
across multiple counties. It was around 1:45 a.m. the following day
when a large sounder of feral swine appeared on one of our trap locations. Once the trap is dropped, I followed protocol which is to be
at the trap location within an hour and a half to humanely dispatch
the animals as fast, safe and efficiently as possible.
Ensuing this process, I reset the trap and properly disposed of the
swine in a pre-designated dump location. On the way back home, a
lone boar came into another trap location at 3:45 a.m., which I also
dropped on and proceeded to follow the same protocol as previously
stated. This is the part where it gets a little hectic as the programs
converge, requiring rescheduling and additional planning. I received
a phone call from an aquaculture facility that had a large influx of
double crested cormorants which had descended on their catfish
ponds. At this point, 24 hours later, my intended destination was
altered from home to the catfish ponds where I harassed cormorants
until 11 a.m. So, 24 hours later with hundreds of miles traveled, I
can finally lay my head down and hope for sleep before the next call
comes in.
Many people may read this and think that we may be out of our
mind, but if you love what you do, it is not really work, in my opinion. This internship has not only allowed me to do what I love; it
has also allowed me to gain and sharpen some valuable skills such as

time management, organization, communication and adaptability. I
would not change this job for the world.
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Traditional Bowhunting
BY STEELE HENDERSON
Delta Wildlife Intern

A

s an avid deer hunter, I become restless as October gets near.
October 1 is the opener for deer archery season. The use of
archery equipment in Mississippi bow hunting has always
been a huge passion of mine, as it is more of a challenge. To
be successful using archery equipment you must understand your target
species to allow you to close the distance to make an ethical shot ensuring a humane kill. This year I decided to do something that I have been

considering for years, which is to further challenge myself by using strictly
traditional archery equipment, basically the bow and a string. It was not
until my first week into the season that I realized how much of a challenge
I was facing.
I began the season with the mindset I have every year. I needed to locate
fresh signs in an unpressured area as I hunt public land a majority of the
time. The signs could be in a number of places ranging from oak flats, creek
crossings, pinch points or travel corridors between bedding and feeding areas. A week into the season I was fortunate to have multiple encounters
with deer. It was a couple of small bucks and a few does, but none were in
range for my traditional equipment. I am comfortable shooting a target at
30-35 yards; however, 20 yards and below is my comfort range when harvesting a live animal. The reason is because they could jump to string at a
distance, any further than 20 yards could cause the point of impact from the
arrow to be altered from my aim. This could result in a wounded animal.
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After the first week of hunting, I began to think about what I needed to do to be successful with my traditional equipment. I decided to
take the knowledge I already had and downsize it. To explain, I needed
to locate and focus on areas with micro funnels or pinches in thicker
areas, in theory, the deer will be in range. I put this technique to the
test, and it was deemed successful on October 15. A doe was harvested
at 13 yards. The following day another doe. The feeling of a traditional
gear game harvest is more of an adrenaline rush than any other type
of hunting I have done. This is largely because you must become closer with the animal you are targeting, both physically and mentally. I
believe the trick is to not only look at the big picture of the landscape
but to include all of the micro features of the landscape in order to be
successful with traditional equipment (such as a travel corridor or funnel between a bedding and feeding area). Once located, find a smaller
feature within that larger feature of the landscape. This is what I am
referring to as a micro feature, whether it be a creek drainage, small
ridge, or even a fallen tree, that you can tell is going to influence the
travel pattern of the deer.
The mental aspect plays a huge role, too. Remain calm or you
will fall victim to target panic. Target panic is overthinking the moment you have been waiting for hours on and ruining your shot even
though you have practiced hundreds of times. Steps I take to keep
myself from falling victim includes deep breaths, closing my eyes
to say a prayer and then raising my bow while thinking to make
the shot with every single step of my shooting routine that I have
rehearsed for hours. Once I see my arrow has left my bow and connected with the target’s vitals, I can then allow my mind to rest. If I
think only about the process and my mind stays clear of other distractions, a precise humane shot will be made. This advice should be

Remain calm or you will fall
victim to target panic. Target
panic is overthinking the moment
you have been waiting for hours
on and ruining your shot even
though you have practiced
hundreds of times.
applied to every shot with any type of equipment not just traditional,
yet it is my greatest tool for being successful utilizing traditional gear.
Consistency, persistence and patience are key, and letting your body
fall victim to your mind during a shot is not an option.
In the words of Steven Rinella, “It’s about connecting to the land,
it’s about the purity of the challenge, it’s about life. In each and every
one of us there is a primal instinct to hunt and consume. I live to
hunt and hunt to live.” This is a quote that brings to light my view
of hunting. I do not hunt for antlers or just trophies to hang on the
wall. Each animal that I harvest, every piece of it used to the fullest
degree, from nose to tail.
For those interested, the equipment that I use consists of a 1968
York Thunderbolt recurve bow which has a 54” AMO and is 54#
@ 28 in. The arrows I use are Carbon Express Heritage Series 350
spine topped off with 2 blade zwickey eskimo broadheads. I am still
learning, but so far I have harvested 2 deer with this combo, both of
which crashed within 40 yards of where they fell victim to it.

We enrich lives and build
stronger communities.

Commitment to
community is one
of our core values.
BankPlus is committed
to building strong
communities throughout
Mississippi by improving
quality of life and making
a positive difference
where we live and work.

BankPlus.net
© Copyright 2018 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.
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Cooking a Great Steak
BY CHEF CORY BAHR

Owner & Founder of Parish Restaurant, Standard Coffee Co. and Heritage Catering
Monroe, Louisiana

C

ooking a great steak is almost a God given right as an American.
Lots of different factors play into the final product being great, none
are more important than choosing high quality beef. At Parish, all of
our beef is at least USDA Prime or Wagyu because it just tastes better.
If y’all are like me, I grew up with Worcestershire or some variant of a marinade.
While that taste will always have a special place in my heart, I’ve grown to appreciate the nuances of well-aged beef. The flavor deserves to be highlighted, not
covered up. Here are a few ways I do just that.
SALT & PEPPER
R 1 cup Diamond Crystal Kosher Salt
R 3/4 cup Mixed Peppercorns
Method
It’s extremely important to get fresh peppercorns, they will have much more
flavor. Toast peppercorns in a dry skillet over medium-high heat for 3-5 minutes
until fragrant, let cool. Grind cooled peppercorns in a coffee/spice grinder. Combine with salt, place into airtight container for up to 1 month.
SALSA VERDE - The Best Sauce for a Piece of Grilled Meat, Ever.
R 3 cloves Garlic
R 1 tsp Crushed Red Pepper
R 1 Lemon Zested & Juiced
R 1 Anchovy Fillet (Optional but Delicious)
R 1 cup Italian Parsley Leaf
R 1 cup Mint Leaf
R 3/4 cup Olive Oil
R Salt & Pepper to Taste

Method
Hand chop all herbs with the pepper, garlic & anchovy until very fine. Combine
herb mixture with lemon juice and whisk in the olive oil. Adjust flavor with salt and
pepper. Alternatively, you could add cilantro or fish sauce…. I love both.

26

Delta Wildlife

|

WINTER 2020

Cory inherited a passion for the great outdoors
and cooking—spending weekends at the family
hunting camp, running fishing lines and hunting whatever was in season. Parish, an homage
to what is most important to Cory—community,
culture and culinary heritage—presents an inventive take on classic Southern dishes utilizing
live fire cooking that makes use of all the flavors,
techniques and heritage of his beloved Delta region. He offers honest dishes with a strong sense
of place, for which he has earned national recognition.
Cory is a culinary and economic leader in
Louisiana, deeply invested in the conservation
methods for sustainable foods. He is a Culinary
Ambassador for the state of Louisiana, named
the “King of Seafood” at the 2011 Louisiana Seafood Cookoff and The Great American Seafood
Cookoff, of which he now serves as a host for the
yearly events. Cory is on the Board of Directors
for the Louisiana Travel Promotion Association
and is the only non-New Orleans-based chef
serving on the Audubon Nature Institute’s Gulf
United for Lasting Fisheries Chef Council. As an
advocate for the sustainable seafood movement,
he promotes sustainable consumption practices,
which create a more stable fishing industry for
both Gulf fisherman and for the future of Gulf
seafood.
Cory has been recognized for his culinary
talents both regionally and nationally. He was a
Food Network Star Finalist in 2017, he also Beat
Bobby Flay, Food & Wine named him “People’s
Best New Chef ” in America in 2015 and “People’s Best New Chef ” Gulf Coast in 2014. He
was named to the Taste of the South’s “Taste 50”
in 2015, and in 2012, Cory became a Food Network’s Chopped! Champion. Cory was also named
to the list of Louisiana Cookin’ “Chef ’s to Watch”
in 2011. http://www.chefcorybahr.com.
BACKGROUND BY VECTEEZY.COM

we believe in
giving you choices,
not limitations
When you talk to Syngenta, the conversation
is about you: your fields, your plans, your
challenges, your business.
Can we help you get better stands, fight
weeds and pests, and break through yield
barriers? With our industry-leading portfolio
in crop protection, seeds, seed treatments
and traits, the answer is usually yes.
But important as great products are, we
know that what really matters is helping
you succeed.
So we believe in giving you choices, not
limitations. Tools, not barriers. Collaboration,
not manipulation.
Let’s work together – toward your success.

© 2017 Syngenta. The Syngenta logo and Bringing Plant Potential to Life are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. www.syngenta.com
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2020–2021 Hunting Seasons
Delta Zone:

White-tailed Deer

Areas west of I-55 and north of I-20 plus areas south of I-20 and west of U.S. Highway 61, excluding
the South Delta Zone.

South Delta Zone:

All Mississippi lands south of Bunge Road; south of MS Highway 14; west of MS Highway 149;
west of MS Highway 3 to Business 61 and to I-20; and east of the state line (in MS River).

Northeast Zone:

Areas east of I-55 and north of U.S. Highway 82. Public lands include national forests (excluding Holly
Springs NF), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers lands, etc., that have statewide seasons without special regulations.
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Southwest Zone: Areas east of U.S. Highway 61, south of I-20, west of U.S. Highway 49, and west of MS Highway 35.
Southeast Zone: Areas south of U.S. Highway 84 and east of MS Highway 35.
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Bag Limits
Antlered Buck Deer: The statewide bag limit on antlered buck deer
is one (1) buck per day and three (3) per annual season. One (1) of
these three (3) may have hardened antlers that do not meet the zone
legal antler requirements on private land and Holly Springs National
Forest. Only two (2) antlered deer may be harvested from the South
Delta Zone. For youth hunters fifteen (15) years of age and younger,
hunting on private land and authorized state and federal lands, all
three (3) of the three (3) buck bag limit may be any antlered deer.
Antlerless Deer:
Private lands: The statewide annual bag limit on antlerless deer is
five (5). Antlerless deer are male or female deer which do not have
hardened antler above the natural hairline. Only two (2) antlerless
deer may be harvested from the Southeast and South Delta zones.
There is no daily bag limit on antlerless deer in the Northeast, East
Central, Southwest, and Delta zones. Only one (1) antlerless deer per
day may be harvested in the Southeast Zone.
U.S. Forest Service National Forests: The bag limit is one (1) per
day, not to exceed five (5) per annual season except in the Southeast
Zone, which is two (2) per annual season.

Youth Gun:

Youth may carry and use any firearm with which they can safely hunt, and in compliance with other
applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

Archery:

Longbows, recurves, compound bows, and crossbows. There is no minimum or maximum draw weight. There
is no minimum arrow length. Fixed or mechanical broadheads may be used.

Primitive Weapons:

Weapons legal for use during the Primitive Weapons season are all archery equipment and
primitive firearms. ”Primitive firearms,” for the purpose of hunting deer, are defined as single or double-barreled muzzleloading rifles of at least .38 caliber; OR single shot, breech loading, metallic cartridge rifles (.35 caliber or larger) and replicas,
reproductions, or reintroductions of those type rifles with an exposed hammer; OR single or double-barreled muzzleloading
shotguns, with single ball or slug. All muzzleloading primitive firearms must use black powder or a black powder substitute
with percussion caps, #209 shotgun primers, or flintlock ignition. “Blackpowder substitute” is defined as a substance designed, manufactured, and specifically intended to be used as a propellant in muzzleloading or other black powder firearms,
excluding modern smokeless powder. Metallic cartridges may be loaded with either black powder or modern smokeless
powder (cartridges purchased at sporting goods stores). Telescopic sights are allowed while hunting with any primitive firearm during the primitive weapon seasons. A telescopic sight is defined as an optical sighting device with any magnification.
During any open season on deer with primitive weapons after November 30, a person may use any legal weapon of choice
on private lands only, if the person is the title owner of the land, the lessee of the hunting rights on the land, a member of a
hunting club leasing the hunting rights on the land, or a guest of a person specified above. If the person is required to have
a hunting license, the person must have a primitive weapon license, Sportsman’s License, or a Lifetime Sportsman’s License.

Gun:

There are no caliber or magazine capacity restrictions on firearms. Primitive weapons (as defined above) and archery
equipment may be used during gun seasons.
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Legal Bucks
Northeast, East Central, Southwest, and Southeast Zones
A legal buck is defined as having EITHER a minimum inside spread of 10 inches OR one main beam at least 13 inches long.
How to estimate a 10 inch inside spread:

How to estimate a 13 inch main beam:
10” Inside Spread

13” Main Beam

Estimating a 10 inch spread is accomplished by observing a
buck’s ears in the alert position. When in the alert position,
the distance from ear-tip to ear-tip measures approximately
14 inches. If the OUTSIDE of each antler beam is 1 inch inside
the ear-tip, the inside spread is approximately 10 inches.

To estimate a 13 inch main beam, the buck’s
head must be observed from the side. If the
tip of the main beam extends to the front of
the eye, main beam length is approximately
13 inches.

Delta Zone
A legal buck is defined as having EITHER a minimum inside spread of 12 inches OR one main beam at least 15 inches long.
How to estimate a 12 inch inside spread:

How to estimate a 15 inch main beam:
12” Inside Spread

Estimating a 12 inch spread is accomplished by observing a
buck’s ears in the alert position. When in the alert position,
the distance from ear-tip to ear-tip measures approximately 15*
inches. If the OUTSIDE of each antler beam reaches the ear-tip,
the inside spread is approximately 12 inches. (Therefore, if the
outside of both antler beams reach the ear tips, the buck is legal).

15” Main Beam

To estimate a 15 inch main beam, the buck’s
head must be observed from the side. If the
tip of the main beam extends between the
front of the eye and the tip of the nose, main
beam length is approximately 15 inches.

*Due to body size differences in the Delta Zone, ear-tip to ear-tip
measurements are slightly larger compared to the other zones.

DELTA, SOUTH DELTA, NORTHEAST, EAST CENTRAL, AND SOUTHWEST ZONES
METHOD

SEASON DATES

LEGAL DEER

Archery

Oct. 1 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private land, open public land, and Holly Springs NF

Youth Season
(15 and under)

Nov. 7 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private lands and authorized state and federal lands.

Nov. 21 - Jan. 31

Antlerless Primitive Weapon

Nov. 9 - 20

Either-Sex on private lands.
On open public lands, youth must follow below legal deer criteria.

Gun (with dogs)

Nov. 21 - Dec. 1

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Primitive Weapon

Dec. 2 - 15

Either-Sex on private land, open public land, and Holly Springs NF.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Gun (without dogs)

Dec. 16 - 23

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Gun (with dogs)

Dec. 24 - Jan. 20

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Spring NF.
Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Archery/Primitive Weapon

Jan. 21 - 31

Either-Sex on private land and Holly Springs NF. Legal Bucks only on open public
land. Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Antlerless Deer Only on private lands.

SOUTHEAST ZONE
METHOD

SEASON DATES

Archery

Oct. 15 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private and open public land.

Youth Season
(15 and under)

Nov. 7 - Nov. 20

Either-Sex on private lands and authorized state and federal lands.

Nov. 21 - Feb. 15

Either-Sex on private lands.
On open public lands, youth must follow below legal deer criteria.

Gun (with dogs)

Nov. 21 - Dec. 1

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Primitive Weapon

Dec. 2 - 15

Either-Sex on private and open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Gun (without dogs)

Dec. 16 - 23

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Gun (with dogs)

Dec. 24 - Jan. 20

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.

Jan. 21 - 31

Either-Sex on private land. Legal Bucks only on open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Feb. 1 - 15

Legal Bucks only on private and open public land.
Weapon of choice may be used on private land with appropriate license.

Archery/Primitive Weapon

LEGAL DEER
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MANDATORY CWD SAMPLING
During the 2020-2021 hunting season, all deer harvested in the respective counties and dates listed below must be submitted
for CWD sampling by 10 p.m. on the day of harvest. Check station and drop-off locations can be found at mdwfp.com/cwd.
DATES

LOCATIONS

Nov. 21-22

In any county or portion thereof in the North Mississippi and Issaquena CWD Zones.

Jan. 2-3

In the following counties: all portions of Adams, Amite, Franklin, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Pike, Walthall, and Wilkinson.

Jan. 16-17

In the following counties: all portions of Covington, Forrest, George, Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson
Davis, Jones, Lamar, Marion, Pearl River, Perry, Stone, and Wayne.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was discovered in Mississippi in February 2018. Since then, proactive measures have been enacted for continued surveillance
and management. Some measures include: *Supplemental feeding of wildlife, (including feeders, salt licks, and mineral licks), is banned within any MDWFP
defined CWD Management Zone. *Only cut/wrapped meat, deboned meat, hides with no head attached, finished taxidermy products, antlers with no tissue
attached, and cleaned skulls or skull plates may be transported outside the CWD Zones or into Mississippi from any other state or country.
*MDWFP urges hunters to submit the heads of harvested deer for CWD sampling, especially if the deer was harvested in CWD Zones.

SEASON

Fall Turkey
DATES

BAG LIMIT

Fall turkey season is open BY PERMIT ONLY from October 15-November 15 on private lands in the following counties or portions of
counties where the landowner/leaseholder completes a fall turkey hunting application to the MDWFP Jackson Office and receives
tags. The fall season bag limit is two (2) turkeys, which may be of either sex.
Delta Zone: Bolivar County - west of the main Mississippi River levee and those lands east of the main Mississippi River levee known as
27 Break Hunting Club; Coahoma, Desoto, Issaquena, Tunica, and Washington counties - west of the main Mississippi River levee.
North-Central Zone: Benton, Lafayette, Marshall, Panola, Tippah, and Union counties.
Southwest Zone: Adams, Amite, Claiborne, Copiah, Hinds, Franklin, Jefferson, Lincoln, Madison, Warren, Wilkinson, and Yazoo counties.

SEASON

Spring Turkey
DATES

Youth
(Private and authorized state and federal
public lands. Youth 15 and under)

Mar. 8 - 14

Spring

Mar. 15 - May 1

SEASON

BAG LIMIT
One (1) adult gobbler or 1 gobbler with a
6-inch or longer beard per day, 3 per Spring
season. Hunters 15 years of age and younger may harvest 1 gobbler of choice (any
age) per day, 3 per Spring season.

Small Game
SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

Youth Squirrel*

Sept. 24 - 30

8

Squirrel - Fall Season

Oct. 1 - Feb. 28

8

Squirrel - Spring Season

May 15 - June 1

4

SEASON

SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

Rabbit

Oct. 17 - Feb. 28

8

Bobwhite Quail

Nov. 26 - Mar. 6

8

Frog

April 1 - Sept. 30

25/Night

Raccoon

July 1 - Sept. 30

1 per Party/Night

Opossum, Raccoon, and Bobcat

Oct. 1 - Oct. 31
(Food and sport)
Nov. 1 - Feb. 28
(Food, sport, and pelt)

5/Day; 8/Party
No Limit

Trapping

Nov. 1 - Mar. 15

No Limit

*On private lands and authorized state and federal lands only in those areas open for squirrel hunting.
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Migratory Game Birds
SEASON

SEASON DATES

DAILY BAG LIMIT

POSSESSION LIMIT

Sept. Teal

Sept. 12 - Sept. 27

6

18

Sept. Canada Geese*

Sept. 1 - Sept. 30

5

15

Woodcock

Dec. 18 - Jan. 31

3

9

Snipe

Nov. 14 - Feb. 28

8

24

Gallinules (Common & Purple)

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Rails: Clapper and King

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Rails: Sora and Virginia

Sept. 1 - Oct. 4
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31

25 Singly or in aggregate

75 Singly or in aggregate

Mourning and White-winged Doves
(North Zone)**

Sept. 5 - Oct. 18
Oct. 24 - Nov. 21
Dec. 23 - Jan. 8

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Mourning and White-winged Doves
(South Zone)***

Sept. 5 - Sept. 20
Oct. 10 - Nov. 8
Dec. 19 - Jan. 31

15 Singly or in aggregate

45 Singly or in aggregate

Crows

Nov. 7 - Feb. 28

No Limit

No Limit

Ducks, Mergansers, and Coots****

Nov. 27 - Nov. 29
Dec. 4 - Dec. 6
Dec. 9 - Jan. 31

See below****

See below****

Geese: Canada, White-fronted, Snow, Blue,
Ross’, and Brant

Nov. 13 - Nov. 29
Dec. 4 - Dec. 6
Dec. 9 - Jan. 31

Canada Geese : 3
Snow, Blue, & Ross’: 20
White-fronted: 3
Brant: 1

Canada Geese : 9
Snow, Blue, & Ross’: No limit
White-fronted: 9
Brant: 3

Youth, Veterans, and Active Military
Waterfowl Days

Feb. 6 - Feb. 7

Same as regular season

Same as regular season

Light Goose Conservation Order*****
(Special Permit Needed)

Oct. 1 - Nov. 12
Feb. 1 - Feb. 5
Feb. 8 - Mar. 31

No Limit*****

No Limit*****

*Sept. Canada Goose season is closed on Roebuck Lake in Leflore county.
**(Dove North Zone) Areas north of U.S. Hwy. 84 plus areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and west of MS Hwy. 35.
***(Dove South Zone) Areas south of U.S. Hwy. 84 and east of MS Hwy. 35.
****The duck daily bag limit is a total of 6 ducks, including no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be females),
1 mottled duck, 2 black ducks, 1 pintail, 3 wood ducks, 2 canvasbacks, 1 scaup, and 2 redheads.
The merganser daily bag limit is a total of 5 mergansers, only 2 of which may be hooded mergansers.
The coot daily bag limit is a total of 15 coots.
The possession limit is three times the daily bag limit for ducks, mergansers, and coots.
Shooting hours for all migratory game birds are from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except for the Light Goose Conservation Order (see below).
*****The Light Goose Conservation Order is a special opportunity designed to reduce the population of overpopulated snow, blue, and
Ross’ geese when no other waterfowl seasons are open. This order allows for expanded methods of take that are not allowed
during regular waterfowl seasons.
To participate in the Light Goose Conservation Order, hunters need a valid Mississippi hunting license, state waterfowl stamp, and a
free Light Goose Conservation Order permit number. Hunters can obtain a permit number by visiting mdwfp.com/waterfowl.
Light Goose Conservation Order Methods: Shooting hours are from ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. Only snow, blue,
and Ross’ geese are eligible for harvest. The use of electronic calls is allowed. The use of unplugged shotguns is allowed. There is
no daily or possession limit for snow, blue, or Ross’ geese. Hunters must use non-toxic shot. Hunters must possess a valid Mississippi hunting license and a Mississippi state waterfowl stamp. Hunters do not need a federal waterfowl stamp.
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the gifts they want,
without the bull.
The holidays are full of wonder. Like wondering how you fell for the wireless bull. Again.
Plan pricing with tons of strings attached. Device deals that get you in the store but, big
surprise, all out of stock.
Enough bull. At C Spire, we’re bringing you unbeatable deals on the gifts they want, from
new smartphones and tablets to smart watches and accessories.
Plus, holiday shopping is faster and easier than ever at cspire.com. Get bonuses like
same-day curbside pickup at select stores and free shipping for online orders, with
next-day delivery in most cases.

cspire.com

©2020 C Spire. All rights reserved.

Delta Fauna

Christmas Bird Count
BY TIMOTHY HUGGINS

T

Last year there were five counts in the Mississippi Delta and
included; Lula, Dahomey National Wildlife Refuge near
Cleveland, Sidon, Yazoo Wildlife Refuge near Greenville
and Vicksburg.
According to Audubon, the purpose of the count is to
collect data that allows researchers, biologists, ornithologists, wildlife agencies and others to study the long-term
health and status of bird populations across America. The
121st CBC will take place from Dec. 14, 2020, through Jan.
5, 2021. If you are interested in joining a count, you may find
more information at audubon.org.
ISTOCK

he Audubon Christmas Bird Count is celebrating 121 years of censusing birds across North
America. According to Audubon, the ornithologist Frank M. Chapman proposed a Christmas
Bird Census that would count birds during the holidays.
This tradition has carried on every year, and last year there
were more than 2,500 counts that tallied 48,678,334 birds,
according to Audubon. A “count” consists of an area, not just
an individual. Many counts may have more than 100 people participating. The counts are usually defined geographic
regions, and volunteers sign up to count within that area.
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Local Cover Crop Favorites
BY PARKER FREW

I

n recent years, cover crop interest in the Mississippi Delta has
taken off at an alarming rate. Growers are now focusing more
than ever on producing a healthy, sustainable soil that requires
much less input. With today’s prices on just about everything,
we know there is a need to cut costs as well as time. Historically,
the Delta has always been accustomed to heavy tillage as well as
regular nutrient input. Over time, this will lead directly to poor soil
conditions. No matter how good our soils are in the Delta, without proper conservation, we will be faced with a troubling scenario.
One way that many producers have begun to cut costs, reduce time
and improve soil health is by implementing a fall cover crop. Like
most things in agriculture, there is not a universal species mixture
or method for every scenario. Learning
what works with your soil type and establishing your overall goals are the most
important factors when beginning cover
crops. However, part of maximizing your
success means finding the right cover
crops for your land, and that is not always
an easy thing to do. Understanding what
each species does is a great way to start
planning what your cover crop will need
to be composed of.
Tillage radish
The tillage radish or daikon radish
has been bred and developed to produce
a large taproot and penetrate compacted
soil layers to increase soil aeration, water infiltration, decrease compaction and
increase rooting depth opportunities for
successive crops. In the right conditions, a
healthy radish will grow a strong taproot
that can reach to depths of 6 feet or more.
Radishes cycle and sequester nutrients below ground while working
to provide wind and water erosion control above ground. Under the
soil surface, it’s busting up compaction with its taproot, lateral roots
and root hairs. These same roots can be storing large amounts of
nutrients that will release as the radish starts decomposing. Seeding rates range from 0.5 lbs. per acre to 6 lbs. per acre depending
on whether you are using it as a straight product or as a mix. It is
recommended to plant tillage radishes three to 10 weeks before the
first frost.
Hairy Vetch
Hairy vetch is an annual legume cover crop that is great at fixing large amounts of nitrogen while also helping with soil erosion
and organic matter. Hairy vetch is an extremely hardy species that
does well in very cold winter conditions. The cover grows slowly in
fall, but root development continues throughout the winter months.
Growth begins to speed up in spring when hairy vetch starts to become an extensive vine up to 12 feet in length. Plant height rarely exceeds 3 feet unless the vetch is supported by another crop. Its
abundant vine biomass can be a benefit and a challenge. The stand

smothers spring weeds and can help replace all or most N fertilizer
needs for late-planted crops. The recommended planting rate is 20
to 25 pounds per acre with a seeding depth of 1 inch. This seeding rate will be much lower when mixed with other species. Hairy
vetch is often planted with cereal rye, oats or other winter grains
for improved winter survival, greater winter annual weed control and
increased erosion control.
Cosaque Black Oats
Oats are another economical cover crop that can be used for wind
and water erosion control, nutrient sequestering and rapid fall growth
for forage and weed suppression. Cosaque is a black grained, winter
oat variety from France that shares many
characteristics of cereal rye. Cosaque
black oats have a tremendous root system
that can combat compaction and help to
increase infiltration. They typically winter very well and offer a good stand in
poor soil conditions. At a higher planting
rate, cosaque black oats offer excellent
weed suppression in the early spring especially when fighting broadleaf weeds.
Allelopathic compounds that are released
through the roots help to inhibit weed
growth. They are believed to suppress
some nematodes, especially root-knot
nematodes. Its allelopathic compounds
also help to break disease cycles of other
crops. Cosaque black oats are especially
beneficial for soybeans in poorly drained
soils. This plant does a good job of scavenging for nitrogen, phosphorus and
potash. Depending on the goal you are
looking to achieve with an oat cover crop,
seeding rates for oats range from 30-120 lbs. per acre. When mixed
with other species, something around 40 lbs. per acre is about perfect.
Cereal Rye
Cereal rye is a cool season, annual cereal grain that can be planted
later in fall than many other cover crops and still provide considerable dry matter, an extensive soil-holding root system, significant reduction of nitrate leaching and exceptional weed suppression. It has
a great combination of winter hardiness and fast growth for farmers
in the south. Overall, cereal rye is the most planted cover crop species
of all in the United States. Its ability to thrive in poor soil conditions
while still providing extensive benefits to soil health makes it one
of the easiest species to try as your first cover crop. It is a good idea
to air rye with a winter annual legume such as hairy vetch to offset
rye’s tendency to tie up soil nitrogen in the spring. Cereal rye is a
great choice to plant after corn, cotton or soybeans. Rye is one of
the best cool season cover crops for outcompeting weeds, especially
small-seeded, light-sensitive annuals. Cereal rye should be planted
at a rate of 35 to 65 lbs. per acre when planted alone. When mixed
with other species, a rate of around 20 to 40 lbs. per acre is sufficient.
WINTER 2020
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Delta Mushrooms in All Seasons:
Winter Bloomers
BY A. DAN WILSON

A

stroll into Mississippi Delta woodlands frequently reveals rich, diverse habitats of natural mixed-hardwood
forests. This article series introduces common mushrooms encountered in Delta forests throughout the
year. This first article focuses on species that produce flushes of
abundant fruiting bodies during winter, usually the wettest season
in the Delta. Mushrooms may form rapidly after a rain, but the
fruiting bodies of most fleshy species tend to disintegrate within
hours or days after forming. Early visits to forests soon after a rain
usually provide the best views of mushroom blooms.
Classifications
Mushrooms belong to the microorganism group, fungi, and are
in their own kingdom due to their unique structural characteristics
and means of obtaining energy. Fungi use specialized enzymes to obtain
Part 1 of a series
food and energy from organic matter
of other organisms. Most species are
too small to be seen with the naked eye. However, some form large
masses of tissue known as mycelium. These macrofungi form fruiting bodies of various sizes and shapes, growth forms and developmental types. Common names include Agarics, Boletes, Chanterelles, Earthstars, Morels, Polypores, Puff balls, Stinkhorns,
Truffles and Trumpets. Others are referred to as fungal groups
such as Bird’s nest, Coral, Cup, Gill, Jelly, Pore and Tooth fungi.
Macrofungi are further categorized by the method in which
they obtain energy and nutrients. The categories are mycorrhizal,
decomposers and parasites or pathogens. The majority of larger,
fleshy mushrooms growing on forest soils are mycorrhizal. These
fungi form a symbiotic relationship, obtaining carbohydrates from
the roots, and in return, providing increased adsorption of soil nutrients and physical protection. Decomposers obtain energy by the
decay of wood and other plant debris. Parasitic-type mushrooms
derive food and energy from living plant tissues, and true parasitic
species induce diseases in living trees by attacking and sometimes
killing parts or the entire tree.
Mycorrhizal Fungi
A winter-blooming mycorrhizal mushroom is the light grayish
to brown-colored Shrimp of the Woods (Entoloma arbortivum) that
forms pink or gray gills that run down the stalk beneath the cap.
The gills discharge salmon to pink spores onto the ground surface.
This species can be found singly or associated with and possibly
parasitizing Honey mushrooms (Armillaria species) near roots of
decaying hardwoods such as oak, maple and beech. It is considered
edible, but other related Entoloma species are poisonous.
Brown deer truffle (Elaphomyces granulatus) is common in the
U.S. and Europe. Truffles form underground in association with
tree roots in lowland and riparian stands of beech and red oaks.
Deer can smell the fruiting bodies and may be seen scratching the
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Clockwise from top left: Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus);
Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus); Hedgehog Fungus or Lion’s
Mane (Hericium erinaceus): Turkey Tail Fungus (Trametes versicolor)
ground with their hooves to expose and feed on them. Deer truffles are unpalatable to humans, unlike the highly sought European
truffles. Many wildlife species and insects frequently feed on wild
mushrooms as they become available during moist periods.
Parasites and Pathogens
Parasites and pathogens are the second group of macrofungi.
The Hedgehog Fungus (Hericium erinaceus), also known as the
Bear's Head, Lion’s Mane or Bearded Tooth, has white, soft and
spongy fruiting bodies (conks) with distinctive downward-pointing spines (teeth) that turn brown with age. These develop from
tree wounds or fallen logs, especially on oaks, maples, sugarberry
and beech damaged by fire or logging. The fungus causes white
wood decay in the heartwood of the lower trunk. It is edible young,
but turns sour with age. Certain chemicals from this fungus have
potential uses in medicine for human nerve regeneration.
The golden-yellow to bright orange fruiting bodies of the
White-pored Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus cincinnatus) fungus occurs almost exclusively on oak trees. It causes decay of tree
roots, and fruiting bodies develop on or near the base of the tree
at ground level, usually in clusters, with furrowed surfaces, cream
to white margins and a pore surface instead of gills under the cap.
This species is usually edible when young, but may cause gastro-

Delta Flora
intestinal issues in some individuals. The related Chicken of the
Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus), another edible, forms larger, overlapping clusters of fan or bracket-shaped fruiting bodies with wavy
yellow margins in the spring until fall. It causes a brown cubical
butt-rot of wood in living trees, particularly oaks, but occasionally
on conifers. Bacterial contamination renders older fruiting bodies
often inedible or somewhat poisonous.
The familiar Hen of the Woods (Grifola frondosa), known locally
as Sheep's Head or Maitake, is an edible species forming near the
base of healthy oak trees, often repeatedly for many years. It produces compound clusters of brown to grayish fan-shaped fruiting
bodies with white pore surfaces under caps on short, thick white
stalks. Fresh collections are best for consumption, but dried fruiting bodies may be ground for tea. It has anti-viral, anti-tumor
properties and the ability to normalize glucose levels in diabetics.
Decomposers
The third group of macrofungi serve as natural nutrient recyclers. The Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus) is a showy white
to cream fleshy mushroom with a convex white cap, cream to yellow radiating gills beneath the cap and very short white or absent
stalk. The fruiting bodies may be solitary or form overlapping clusters on dead trees, logs or stumps of broadleaf trees, especially oaks
and willows. Young fleshy parts are edible and rich in B vitamins,
except B-12. Medicinal uses include tumor-inhibiting and blood
cholesterol-lowering properties and antiviral proteins for the treatment of HIV. This species also provides environmental benefits
by breaking down petroleum-based pollutants and adsorbing toxic
heavy metals from soils.

The Turkey Tail Fungus (Trametes versicolor) forms thin, fanshaped fruiting bodies with caps of multi-colored (orange to blue)
concentric-rings on fallen broadleaf tree limbs and logs. Among
the most studied medicinal fungi, it is included in a protein-bound
polysaccharide drug that helps control the spread of human cancer.
A group of decomposers have partial to full transparency, gelatinous to rubbery texture and are flexibile to the touch. Witches' Butter (Tremella mesenterica) forms brilliant, yellow-translucent
fruiting bodies on dead hardwoods, especially oaks. They are edible, but relatively tasteless. The Wood Ear Fungi (Auricularia auricula-judae and A. angiospermarum) are two edible mild-flavored
species used in Chinese cooking. They appear as light brown flexible ears often in cup-like clusters to a woody substrate. The Amber
Jelly Fungus (Exidia recisa) develops spherical cinnamon-brown
fruiting bodies that frequently occur on small dead tree branches.
Morels (Morchella species) are a highly prized edible fungi formed
on the ground during winter and spring, producing erect fruiting bodies often with a thick white stalk and a pitted and ridged
cap that resembles a sponge. The sponge-like surface appears as
clusters of small cups with ridges between them. True morels are
among the most delectable of all fungi. Other related fungi such as
the Bell Morels (Verpa species) are edible and flavorful as well, but
the Saddle fungi (Helvella species) and False Morels (Gyromitra
species) are quite poisonous. The false morel (Gyromitra esculenta)
produces gyromitrin, a water-soluble carcinogenic toxin capable of
causing a violent illness or even death.
Wilson is a research scientist (pathologist) for the USDA Forest Service,
Southern Hardwoods Laboratory in Stoneville, Mississippi.
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Holt Collier’s Ghost
BY JOHN M. BROOKS, M.D., F.A.C.S.

H

“

olt Collier is probably Greenville’s greatest folk
hero,” says Dr. John M. Brooks. “Born a slave, Holt
attained renown as a Confederate cavalryman (the
only African American to receive a Confederate
soldier’s pension from Mississippi), a Texas cowboy, a deputy sheriff in Washington County and as probably the greatest bear hunter in American history, with over three thousand confirmed bear
kills, all right here in the Mississippi Delta. To anyone not familiar
with Holt’s exploits, I would recommend the book by Minor Ferris
Buchanan.” He adds, “And although not a lofty recommendation,
this is probably my best attempt at poetry.”
As I sat up in my deer stand one cold December eve,
The sun’s last rays were fading fast; it was nearly time to leave.
One last look down through the woods showed someone standing there—
An old man on an old black horse, watching me with silent stare.
An old Winchester across his arm, a cocked-up cavalry hat,
And on the ground around the horse, four bone-gaunt bear hounds sat.
I had a sense of déjà vu, I was sure, the more I looked,
That I recognized Holt Collier from his picture in the book.
I waved, he nodded in response, turned his horse back in the woods,
And in an instant, there was nothing in the place where he had stood.
Dream or real? I had to know—this image boiled my blood,
A quick check revealed horse and dog tracks in the soft woods mud.
Who was this man that I had seen, man of legend and of fame?
Greatest bear hunter of all time, over three thousand to his name!
Friend of senators and presidents, the deep woods were his home.
His woodsmanship and tracking skills not matched by any known.
When wartime came, though born a slave, he joined the boys in gray,
And with his Confederate comrades-in-arms fought many a bloody fray.
As a sharpshooter, army scout and Rebel cavalry man,
He fought the bluecoat Yankees to protect his dear homeland.
One evening back behind my house, I went out to walk my dog.
I found Holt puffing on his pipe, sitting on a log.
His old black mare and four bear dogs were drinking from the creek.
This apparition startled me so that I could barely speak.

I’ve scouted north to Memphis, couldn’t get back here too soon;
No bears, just giant gambling halls and monstrous big saloons.
I’ve scouted east to Greenwood, found no bear sign, not a track—
And nearly got run over on the highway coming back.
I’ve scouted south to Vicksburg, where magnolias used to blossom,
But there’s not enough woods that way to hide two squirrels and a possum.
Seems the Delta’s now just one big farm—they’ve cut the big woods down
And burned up all the canebrakes so they can farm the fertile ground.

I said, “Holt, you’re dead these seventy years, how is it that you can roam?”
He interrupted me, “ You know, this land here used to be my home.
The land your house stands on was part of old Plum Ridge Plantation,
But in answer to your question, I have an explanation:

There’s cotton fields that’s two miles long and bean fields three miles wide,
And catfish ponds so big that you can’t see the other side.”
He sighed and looked away with a distant, vacant stare,
“I guess,” he said, “that what this means is there ain’t no more room for
bears.”

President Roosevelt sent me word that if I could find some bear
That he would come back to the Delta and that we two could share
A campfire and a bear hunt like a hundred years ago,
But bears around here are scarce these days, a fact I guess you know.

So, if you’re outdoors in the Delta on a cool, still winter’s eve,
And you see a sight like I have seen that is difficult to believe—
Four big dogs and an old man riding on an old black mare,
It’s the ghost of old Holt Collier, still looking for a bear.
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